WB to give NWFP $100m for human development 
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ISLAMABAD, Feb 5: The World Bank will provide $100 million loan to NWFP to enable the provincial government increase investment in human development, it was officially learnt here on Friday. 

Improving human development in the NWFP is vitally important to enable the people of the province to enjoy better living standards, and to contribute to the long-term development of the country, the World Bank says. 

The NWFP, recognizing the major challenges facing the province, prepared and implemented reform programmes from 2002 onwards to accelerate human development, increase economic growth and decrease poverty. 

The Bank has supported the provincial reforms from 2002 onwards, with a strategic and increasing focus on health, education and social protection. 

The programme of NWFP government is to maintain human development services in the province. In this context, the development objective of the project is to enable the NWFP to sustain the delivery of social protection, health and education services. The project will provide financial and technical assistance to the NWFP to deliver basic human development services. 

According to a World Bank report, the proposed operation an investment credit on standard IDA terms will support the implementation of the NWFP government’s human development programme. Credit disbursements will be made to the Department of Finance to support selected items of the social protection, health and education budgets, designated as Eligible Expenditure Programmes (EEP), up to defined and capped maximum amounts. 

The Bank supported the NWFP in the past to increase access to health care and education, especially among women and girls, strengthen the management of health and education services, and to undertake a stock taking of the social protection programmes in the province. The proposed human development project will assist the province to maintain the gains made in the past, as well as build on these gains where feasible. In that context, the project will have two components. 

NWFP has been experiencing violent insurrection and political instability, resulting in substantial pressure on the capacity of the government to maintain the delivery of public services. One consequence of instability has been the displacement of about two million people within the province. 

As a result of this social instability, some districts in the province have become high risk areas, and resources are being redirected towards addressing security issues, taking care of internally displaced populations and responding to the increasing burden of emergencies. In consequence, sustaining the human development levels achieved previously has itself become a significant challenge. 

In this context, there are several reasons for the Bank to assist the NWFP. First, promoting human development is a key priority of the government’s rural support programme. NWFP is one of the poorest and most under-developed regions in Pakistan, and is in urgent need of assistance. 

The World Bank support will help the NWFP to address the challenges the province is facing to deliver public services and to sustain human development outcomes. There is considerable interest among development partners to assist the NWFP and the bank’s assistance will facilitate other development partners, such as AusAid, DFID, the EC, GTZ, the Netherlands, and USAID, to scale up their support for the NWFP. 

The report stated that NWFP has demonstrated strong commitment to improving health, education and social protection outcomes in the province, with encouraging performance with the bank support in the past. 

The bank has considerable experience of projects in risky, conflict-affected situations, including Afghanistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka in South Asia, and this experience would be utilized to assist the NWFP. 

In health and education, the proposed programme will focuses on expanding the coverage of health and education services, particularly to poorer districts, and for girls and women. In health, providing maternal and child health services and reducing the prevalence of communicable diseases is of vital importance. In education, sustaining enrollment of children in schools and improving gender parity by focusing on girls enrollment is of major importance. 

In education sector, measures to improve the involvement of local communities in school management through School Management Committees (SMCs) and to separate the management and teaching cadres in the province will be supported. 

A key objective of the social protection programme is to strengthen the capacity of the province to coordinate and monitor the number of initiatives operating in the province, to strengthen their effectiveness and performance. 

The NWFP programme to accelerate human development made considerable progress over the period 2002-2007. In health, policies were introduced to improve the quality of care, expand TB DOTS and MCH services, and strengthen the stewardship functions of the health care system. 

As a result, between 2002 and 2006 the proportion of population with access to TB DOTS increased from 25 percent to 100 per cent, the immunization coverage of pregnant women rose from 34 percent to 59 per cent, and the proportion of pregnant women receiving ante-natal care expanded from 22 per cent to 43 per cent. 

