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n WorldConsumerRightsday,it comesas
goodnewsthat the nextbudgetis expected
to provide some substantial relief for the
poor, reinforcingthe government'sstated

commitmentto ensurethat the benefitsof economic
progress and prosperityreach the people.Alsosig-
nificant is the rate of inflation being predicted:
around eight percent against the originaltarget of
fivepercent. .

Thereis thus everycompellingreasonto insulate
consumersfromthe impactof this inflationas much
as possible. Povertyalleviationwilltake time, but

II
meartwhile, direct measures do need to be taken in
the budget to reduce the financial burden on the
c°I\8UIt:lerand protect, the incomes.

It is encoUraging that Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
takes time off his busy schedule to visit a weekly
bazaar, as he did on Sunday in the capital, and ob-
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tain first hand knowledgeabout marketprices. His
I interactionwith consumers,who usuallybelong to
I the poor andthe middle-incomegroups,shouldhelp

him get a clearer idea about the precise price be-
haviour.Duringthe current fmancialyear,inflation,
especiallyoffood,has beenhigh.Policyinitiationis
rfluired to containit. Thecentralbank shouldalso
tightenits monetarypolicyas credit to privatesec-
tOrhas been excessivelyhigh and needs~obe mod-
erated.

Essentiallythe ratio ofjpdjIect taxes should be
graduallyreducedand'thaCOfdirecttaxes increased.
Withconsiderableimprovementin resourcemobili-

. sation,it shouldalsobepossibletofurtherenhance
the government'sannual developmentprogramme
fromthis year's levelof Rs202billion.At the same

, time,it is alsonecessarythat a goodpart of it be al-
locatedfor.acceleratingsocialsector development.
Relieffor the underprivilegedis alsoduein terms of

I lowe,ringthe prices of utilities and petroleum and its
products. Subsidies should continue to be given
where they are neede«!.Somesignificantand sub-

I stantial relief for the poor is long overdue and would
Ih,eJwdlJttMIY~ck ...mut.well r.e~jy,~d-"- f ,,~;. .. N"'\
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