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emplOyed a multi-pronged and staggered approach
to contain political opposition to military rule.

In order to satisfy elements in the international
community that cannot condone military dispensa-
tions because of their own constitutional obliga-
tions, it has used a variety of covert methods against
middle rung leadership that has not sworn alle-
giance to the military in Pakistan. Leaders of the
mainstream political opposition have either left tl}e
country voluntarily because they were unable to
stand the hardship of principled opposition or, they
have been compelled to accept exile, a concept of
political control that re-surfaced and was institu-
tionalised in the colonies of the West during the
nineteenth and twentieth century. This practise is

. abhorred by Muslims who associate it with the
,\1 forced hijrat of converts to Islam during the Jahiliya

period. A farcical situation was recently created
when the military regime began raiding residences
to forcibly extern some ladies who had followed
their families into exile but were permitted to re-
turn to Pakistan for personal reasons. The situation
was expected to ease for them after the head of their
family issued a statement in favour of military rule
Ouly 01, 2003).

The strategic implications of the political, social
and economic environment created in Pakistan through
a stunt supported by an armed force are not lost on
the world and are far-reaching. They do have an
impact on Pakistan's principled stand on many
issues, including the issue of the right of self deter-

ULCU.mues IS not surprising.
The economic environment in Pakistan has been

moulded in the past three years to serve the vast
business empire that the armed forces have estab-
lished to serve their community. Almost ev.ery day
new information surfaces about the acquisition of
state assets by the armed forces, for their own use
and financial benefit. From the Army Heritage
Parks and housing estates to be set up on land
taken from the provincial governments in Sindh,
Balochistan and the Punjab, to crores in funds
allocated in the national budget fol' setting up
"monuments and statues" of army men and the
assumption of ownership by the army of agricul-
tural land leased to tenants by the Punjab and
Balochistan government, a pattern created during
Gen Zia ul Haq's period by his junior officers, who
are now in control of Pakistan, is being crudely
institutionalised by them. As a result The Wasn-
ington Post can run headlines that read "Fighting
an Army's Empire, Pakistani Farmer's Land Battle
Underscores Tension Over Military's Economic
Power". The news report in The Washington Times
is about changes that were made unilaterally, three
years ago, in the existing contractual agreement
that transformed sharecroppers on 17,000 acres of
prime agricultural land into renters, with a loss in
inputs, subsidies and status, the implication being
that they could now be evicted at any time of the
rentier's choosing. Since the sharecroppers refused
to accept their changed status and pay rent instead
of a share of the crop, their water supply was

~.~~u"c" vvt:£t:one ot the reasons Cited for their
forcible removal. They were also the reason for the
creation of the National Accountability Bureau.
What that particular Bureau is doing these days, or
is allowed to do these days, is anyone's guess.

The implications of the balance of economic and
political power in Pakistan between various seg-
ments of society and between various institutions,
as well as the means of the creation of that balance
through official policy measures, are not lost on
anyone. Without the active support of the interna-
tional community and international capital such
arrangements would not have been possible. The
fact that such arrangements and policies have un-
dermined national sovereignty and the strategic
interests of the state in the long term is som~thing
that does not affect the international community
directly, but it is something that Pakistanis need to
worry about. Wars for political power and strug-
gles for the control of resources that take place
within states, and between states, have a direct
impact on the economic, political and socio-cul-
tural environment within which populations exist.
Such struggles create new values and patterns that
can change the ethical basis of transactions within
business and social communities, between the gov-
ernment and civil society as well as national insti-
tutions. If nations cannot fight to preserve a set of
political, social, human and cultural values they do
not deserve to live in the environment such values
create.
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