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d' . " womenin the first instance. consolidationof women'sgroups at the
r. , ro~a " ',me, Sowhatpreventsus us fromharness- grassroots level.Suchexperienceshave

, , ,,'.' " , , " ""1 "" big wo""",', """" m projocts de- d,mo"""""d "'" high" mono"'"

T
he temi 'It1i~c:redi..t'haS gaiIted signed for their welfare? Policy makers growth is linked to an effective strategy
CIIl'tency.j,noW socleo/ with 8.re- must choose a road to development that for domestic resource mobilisation and
cent upsurge of workshops on utilises the strength and the spiritualitYof human resource management.

,"" """'""", Wt- -.. 00 -- Thm,;s no <>the<""""" 0/". - ""'" that... gon&a\Iy.1

-be a lack of l\I\derstandingabout what lion. subsidised in Pakistan have incre~ed
thismeal1Sforthe poor,.ents of sod- Without dismantlingthe social and overthe year{!.Fbrexamplein !l.ggregate
~ Mi(t(H7'edit,jnfact;is~ onjy for, CJ.llturalfabric, we need to seriously ad- terms institutional sOurcesthat amounted
the poor;' for tlwse towfi°m JreedOm dress the ,issue of land reforms to help to about a tenth of total borro'wingsin

"from stMvati61l W a.miJiter of diUJycon~ women currently without economic and 1973 rose to nearly two-fifths of the tota.!
e~rn. : ",., ,". socia.!power to become self-reliantand borrowingin 1985. Howeverill the'tiria.I; Behindtheplatitud~,one Qftehhears confident.Asthevisionofself-enrichment analysis, this tends to facilitate the
~onIt1icrQ-(7'e4it there are countless pep. Si.!eps into womel1's minds, they will begin lando,wners 11490"owner-cum-teIiants" by

jpl~ livingin a~jectpoy~rtr-TheCQncep~ to exercise ~m~cial control in their stt:e~ening their power base and ~e
eO!a,democraticorder,that~pport&the homesto begInWIth. privilegesthat theydemand.Thequestion
,~ ~ect!Iti~n's~f!:!l~,ci~ tellsUS The c,omP.Iexitiesresul~g from feu-is: I:I?Wcan their grip upon the landless
btli~twlilleour!flStifUtionsd~lJw.vethe datPracticescurrentlydepnvewomenof familiesbeJoosened?Unlessruralwomen
v~i)itY':an9 '~e caPl1c!o/t~'e~~te the~;right to livelihood.,Rootedin inse- have ~cc~ssto co?peratives'and a syS-
~9Y~ w~have-JI()tbe~nIllile~o pseclll1ties, rural ":Qm~n_~ thr~~b.Y. temati<:nucro-creditisystem1he'1lkeIDfOOtl"
..a§qveQuro~:vesteG~tcresI:$'"11<'010~ 1heVnii~ navelittleor no jrn- of anysubstantia.!personalimprovement
JjThereisan,'ip'gent needt<>searl)}}for pact on th.eirlife.Enhancingtheir cavac- t8.kingplacebecomeSgrim.
waysttfprovide\mnie(tiaterespite tQthe ity and utilizingtheir ingenuitywillpro- Mostwomen-headedhousehbldssur-

fP~p()ti\llatiQn IMPgundetooudj!.ge:A mote.a soci~ suPP?rted. economic vivingon.I°ansfrom~opkeepers te~dto
£~~~m~~f th.e,.~~9~Cf'1tI1tI~-paradi~. Micro credit prOjectwould getexplOited.Theresistanceofthe~e
'jnitYdeveIopmentlSwomeJ:\'stp.volvement blossom if women were to lead these pro- \ moneylender to women's educatIOn IS

inpr~lUt\II1esd~~~ to tranSform jects at different levels -although of " 3Jsoobvious. '

;:tb~)iv~.c '~. ,<' '. . course,micro-<:redit;byitselfisnOtthean- ' -Onlybyemployingabaiancedmixof
t '" 4>t:~e.ec()~~~clevel;.th~~ ~ a n~ sw~ to"allthe p~oblems,of~ve~ It'is' info'tma,land,~~ona.lised credit,~
-to~.thepfQCess ofjnStitutiofiAAsa- an mducer to action that can unprove the., the system help village women and gttls
('tioitof.rriic~cfedit~th. Vanspareiiey. lifeof communities.' " gainthe,confidenceto makethe right
Sucb.anexetd,SewUl,mcreaseth.e;.com- " '!'heU:tstitutionalcredit souidj, which choice~.Sust8inablehuman'development

petitiVen~.I#~p~~ ana ini"' has broa1ienedits base in severaldevel~ js linked to' women's decision-m8.king
.tWlve&()fwomeniriparlicu!af. opingsocieties,emergedwith,the intro- rolesanditss6clalinterweavingin theex.
9 The9uesti()it~:J\I'e~1f d()in~ the duction of the Green Revolution.Other tendedf~, , ~ ,

11.~' thiliginth.e~er~t\te p~ pro~es includetheAgriculturalDe- KhushaliBank,a governmentorgar/i"
~ ~ttiIne? The", .. ',if!i!.ot$(),iWnJ>le:A velopm~ Bank (ADB)and ,theAga Khan sation that provi~es smalHo~ is step-
majOrCQIICern,abQ\1t4JSti.tUti6nalised {hlral Support Programme. It is sad, that ping up its operation in fifty districts with

ccredjt and nQn-tn$t;ituti!>nalisedcredit is disbursement of providing financial asSis- a clientele of 250,000 and tota.!disbUrse-
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ce to farming women'is scattered an~ ment of two billionrup
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ees.Wha
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', t is the
JeJtsneed. to be integrated Why isn't this ad hoc and marked with loca.l imbaJarices. impact of such a large investment on

i needbeing~.'" Reviewingour operational methods, landlessfamilies?Thisctillsforseriousas-
, ' The col'f~Qir~iI1icro-credit reveal that there l3I'ea number of altema- ! sessment.Thereis alsoa needto evalUate

.l,\JIdwol1lel1.'spapicipati9n,iP,th~~~o;I!l.-tiv~strategies that couldrevita.lise the the roleofthe40~korganisations in

.munityis signif)c<wt.,It ~a '1'VeU~aocu.'tnictoCreditSystemin Pakistan.Grameen ensuringequitabledistributionofbenefits
~~t;J.cttlil.ltagov:enurientaimirigt.o ~of Bangladeshis a c~e in'pOint, to women.Howcan weproceed,fuither
lremov'e~ertYrriUstgenuinelyworkwith which has particularly encouraged the withoutdoingso? .
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