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l1I\iab Chief Minister
,Chaudhry Pervaiz

lahi has recently
announced a new
industrial policy to
boost the ailing
industrial sector of

the province.The rruijorfocus of
the policyremainson elimination
of inspections of industrial.units by
labour inspectors, revision and
improvement in the social security
system, withdrawal of the educa-
tion cess imposed on industries,
introduction of self declaration sys-
tem, creation of the Punjab
Industrial. Estate Development and

Management Company ~C)
with a government loan of Rsl bil.
lion to establish new industrial
estates in the province and aIloca.
tion of Rs 2.5 billion for the benefit
of laborers.

. Althoughthe problems faced
by the induStrial sector are many,
and on certain occasions, beyond
the control of the provincial gov-
ernment, these announcements
have been welcomed by the indus-
trialists and labourers alike provid-
ed they are implemented 'in their
true spirit'. While there are ele-
ments who are all praise for the
decisions taken by the PwUabchief
ministe1;there are others who are
labe1Iingthe new policy as a mere
eye wash with minimum chances
of effectiveimplementation.

Members of the industrialist
commwUty have heaved a sigh of
relief after hearing about the '~
ping of wings' of the muclHlread-
ed Jabour inspectors who would
enter any small or big industrial
unit and subject the management
to pass through a cumbersome
procedure of inspections. To sim-
plify the process further, the gov-
ernment has replaced the previous-
ly used six-page inspection form
by a much simpler two-page sim-
ple self-declaration form in Urdu
and ~ ~:. ~e .g~-
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and ~ languages.The gov.
ernment has also abolished the its at the cost of their employees'
education cess applicable on welfareandtakestepsto curbsuch
induslrialunitsanddecidedto bear practices.
theexpensesunderthisheadfrom In this context Pakistan
itsownsources. People'sPartyPuIyabPresident

Underthe newsystem,it would QasimZiastronglycondemnsthe
be mandatory for the owners to ideaofrenderinglabourinspectors

display powerless.Qasimsays by taking
a n this decisionthe governmenthaseC0 n0 mY
enlarged givena freehandto industrialislsto
ve r sion hireandfireemployeesandviolate
of this labourlaws.'"I'hepolicyis induslli.
form in aJist..frlendlyand there is nothing
Urduat a in it for the welfareof the labour

prominent place of each unit so class,'hecomments.
that the employeesare aware of Another major feature of the
the country'sdecisions.The ques- policyis that it has introduceda
lionthatariseshereis thatwhether new social securitysystemunder
the privatesectorwillbewillingto whichthe units makingfirst pay.
comPlywith the requirementsof ments would be exempted from

'

I
) self,declaratioJBhoJIesdy:ortake itinspec1ion for the next threeyears.

If 9f" j ,;,j, ,~OO OPportur:\i1.1ito. save. thalsocialiil!llIbere would, be slabs of. RsilO,OOO
- ~,fleeUl'ity:taxi!S-appIieaW~um.for"units -empleymg.-l-

the maximum? to 10 employees, Rs 25,000 per
. There is no second thought that annum for 11 to 20 employees and

Punjab Chief Minister Pervaiz Rs 50,000 per annum for units
EIahi.who also hails from an intlu- employing 21 to 50 employees. A
entia! industrialist family, is' well seJ,f-declaration system has been
aware of the fact that inspections introduced for units having 50 or
by labour inspectors were creating more work/!rs. Such units will be
hurdles in the promotion of the required to declare their particu-
industry. However, his opponents Jars every month on simple forms,
contend that he must also be depositing them along with the
aware of the tactics used by the self-assessed cbalges with the local
employers to maximise their prof- social security offices.
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Ghulam Sarwar Malik, developedindustrialplotsto small of 1,400whichwill hopefully I

PresidentAllPakistanCottageand andmediumenteIprisesonowner. reach the figure of 3,500. 'I
SmallInduslril!stellsTNS that the ship~ Theproposedcompany "Complaintsof the private sector
private sector has been paying willhave all the financialsupport regardingthe denialof socialsecu.
huge amounts for social security of the go~ernment but will also rity servicesto the employeeswill
for ages but the governmenthas includerepresentativesof the pri. be thingsof the past. Theseplans
neverprovidedthe promisedfacili. vatesector. have been backed by heavygov.
ties to the employees.Whenever Explainingthe func1ionsofthe ernmentfundingworthRs2.5 bU-
the employeesneed allY.services, company, spokesman to the lion; headds. -
the employershave to fulfiltheir PtirUabCMtells TNS the govern. ' Theannouncementof the poli-
demandsfromtheirownpockets. ment will acquire land for new cywasmadeby theCMat thecon.

"Thegovernmentmust ensure fudustiialestatesand hand it over vention of Technical Education
that eachandeverypennysecured to PlEDMC."The company will and VocationalTrainingAuthority
from the private sector under also be givenloans for establish. (TEVI'A)wherehe explicitJymen.
social security taxes is spent on ing induslrialestateswhichit will tioned his resolveto increasethe
the welfare of the poor. The indus- return after selling fully'developed efficiency of TEVTA and promote
trial units have not been totally plots to intending industrialists. technical education in the
freed from the shackles of the Let us hope the new industrial province.Talkingto TNS, Almas
statemachineryas theprovincial estatesdonotmeetthefateofthe Haider,memberTEVTABoard,
Labour Department has been previously established ones like saysthat under the newinduslrial
empoweredto inspect 5 per.cent the Kat LakhpatIndustrialEs:tjIt.e policythe authoritywill produce
of theiregistered,unitsitbrownup in Lahore.The governmentplansJ IIthe;much needed manpo,!er for
by-a-computerised-Eandom- -wacq11ire-iO&>8.cres'"Of-land- the industrial secttir'1)f 'the
process. This randominspection KatLakhpatandoprovidealUacili- province."In this respect the dis-
is a hidden tool in the hands of ties includingelectricity,phone, triet boardsof TEVTA,willidentify
officialswho can add anybody's gas, sewerage,lighting,landscap- the manpowerrequired for their
name to the list whenever they ing and roadsto the bUyersat the respective industries and the
wantto,' he says. timeofpurchaseofland,' he says. authoritywilldesigncourses~e

The PuIyab government also Thespokesmansaysthat under keeping these requirements ~
Pl

iJ
n ; to establish a company the new industrial policy,the mind Faisa1abadand Multan~

und r the name of Punjab provincial government has need skilled workers for textile
In . EstateDevelopmentand plannedto upgrade20socialsecu- sector, Sialkot for leather and

:ementCamP.j (PIEDMC) rityhospitalsin theprovince.Each sports goods an~ L~ore. for
with an aim to establish new hospitalwillhaveat least 100beds knitwear and engmeermg, he
. austria! estates providingfully againsttheirpresenttotalstrength explains.
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