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BABHDAD:USsoldiersfrisk Iraqi studentsand employeesof BaghdadUnivetSityfollo~ing the shootingof an Americansol-
dierhereSunday.-AI' photo' , ! ' "
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'Govt launcliihg campaign, I

to net20,000: sinessmen
underGST. ,. GST,rateinmid19908butde- havenowbeenspottedin thepro-

He added that the CBR has also fled numerous CBR attempts;at cess of income tax record scrutiny.
scanned records on their utility bills; ,bringing them to the index of nor- They would now be the focus of a
and invoices on other consumptio mal tax payers at 15 percent. These campaignto be launched in August
proving that ,they do deal p., busiIiessmen active in 24, sectors, 2003 to repeatedly remind them of
pliesat taxablelevel. ' including"plastics,mildsteel,ce- theAugust31deadIirieforregistra-

The Income Thx department has ramicS,yarn, electric goods and re-"' lion and September 30 cut out date
\ overthe pas/(fewyears compileda ,lated prod~cts,igno~ tllousands' for fillingthe firstGSTreturn.
record of such businessmen who of notiees from the sales tax de- Defiance of these deadlines
are regular taxpayers but evacliI)g partment, demanding explanations would mean a countrywide process
GSTby~ offthe list;.These I onwhytheywerenotgettinglisted of sendingthemnoticeswiththe
businessmenmostlydoretailbusi- ' despitedoingtaxablebusiness. warnirlgof penaltiesand other
nessandfallin thecategoryef mid:" Mr.Bl~attiexplained that the rep~,sa.id MrBhatti.
die income group. MrBhatti said amn~styattempts'at clellringtke He added that these business-
about 13,000 of them are calcu-, deck both at retail ~d fixed tax men-WOuldbesuppliedwiththe in.
latedto bedoingretailbusinessand legacy,as previousattemptsdidnot come tax data proving that they
are rich traders while others are; prove of much worth in forcing , have been doing taxable business
manufacturers and suppliers like;. these thickly populated business butwerenot gettingregisterednor
dealers, distributors and proces- areas to,deposittax and get docu- depositingtax. Onthe basisof this
sors. , mented. proof, they could even be fltCing

({'he budget 2003-04' offers Headdedthat in therecentpast legalcasesiftheycontinueto defy.
them the facilityto get registeJ:ed there have been four' major at- The number of ,such amnest}j
withoutanybaggagebutthe tax au-'; tempts to secure documentation gainersto be the focusofthiscam-
,thorities have
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remainofftheindex. ' '" 'cated technique should be applied GSTlimiton tui-novethadnot been
Abouthalfofthesebusinessm~ "forextendingthe taxnet to thissec- increasedform Rs 5 millionto 20

provedthe hardest,nutsto crackas ,tOr. millionin the budget 2003-04,he
they were eI\ioyingthe benefit of " The richest among retailers concluded.

FromIkramHotl

ISLAMABAD:The government has
decided to launch a countrywide
warning campaign lor more than
20,000 rich traders to get regis-

tered on the GST index by A~
31 or face tough hand of the law.

Senior Tax officials told The
News here Saturday that they are
on the process of preparing this
campaign to be launch' through,
media and a vibrant co-ordination
with the representative bodies of
different business sectors.'

When approached for details,
Member GST,CBR,Ramzan Bhatti
said this campaign has been
planned to secure rilaximum gains
from the budgetary announcement
of a generalamnestyofferedto '

these thousands of busInessmen
, form previous non-payments and
AVt"n.non fromf"-Q'1'oindex.

, '1~Y4 -~.~~"""GiF~R puts~Rf!&~ese DUsmessmen.
roughly at 20,00Q whose income
tax records have been obtained and
scanned for determining whether
their business activityWeretaxable
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