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ddressing a joint press conference in
Camp David, US President George
W Bush appreciated his guest’s cru-
cial role in the war against terror; he
termed General Musharraf as a courageous
leader and a friend of America.
Appreciating the ongoing peace process in
South Asia, he assured his counterpart that
America would remain engaged in the
region to encourage the governments of
India and Pakistan to resolve their differ-
ences amicably. Pak-US relations took™a
fresh start after Pakistan, under the leader-
ship of General Musharraf, agreed to play
the role of a frontline state against al-
Qaeda using landlocked Afghanistan as a
base camp to terrorise the ‘civilised’ world.
Not only the Bush administration believed
that the said organisation
was behind the 9/11 inci- =
dents, all the neighbouring =
countries were wary of the
Taliban regime for selling :? .
jihadi ideology to their | g
Muslim subjects. Besides @
semi-democratic Islamic
republics of Central Asia
and Iran, India, China and
Russia were frightened by =~
the rhetoric of the Taliban
regime calling for indepen-
dence of Myslims from the
rule of infidels. On the
other hand, Pakistan not _
only had recognised the
Taliban regime but also was
considered its mentor.
Pakistan took a crucial-
decision as it took-a U-turn =
on its Taliban policy; it |
agreed to extend diplomatic
and logistic support to the
US forces to oust the
Taliban and dismantle the
al-Qaeda network in §
Afghanistan.  General == = =
Musharraf vowed to eradi- _QTWWW
cate militancy from its
Pakistan. By allowing oper- =
ations against al-Qaeda @
members, fleeing Afgha- |
nistan, he not only secured
appreciation from the
Western powers but also
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Riaz Missen Pakistan. The half of the amount has to 2o

: . to defence while rest to the economuc.
allied nations — the UK, the US, France ; hile the re 4

technological and social uplift of the coun-
AbHt Geriniuy - = Ml TR Ac Detss s 10 try. Though Mr. Bush has ruled out deln
support to tackle the economic

cai problem‘; armng out of P.l' / ery of F-16s to Pakistan, he has assured

that his country would take care of the
security needs of its ally. Appreciating
Pakistan’s crucial role in the US-ledwai
against terror, he said that his country
attached great importance to Pakistan »
seffort.te reform its education sector:
announced an exceptional package in this
respect. Besides the aid package. steps wiil
be taken to enhance bilateral trade between
the two countries.

The ongoing peace process in Souih
Asia also figured in the discussion between
Mr. Bush and General Musharral. The U'S

president said that he icl
: encouraged due to ihc
efforts of Pakistani and
Indian leadership to nor-

grammes to cons
and economic ref in the country so

__thakit could become a progressive and for-
ward looking Muslim state.

Knowing well the importance of his par-
leys with President Bush at Camp David,
General Musharraf had asked his nation to
be ready for ‘give and take’ on the issue of
~ashmir to realise the objective of peace-
ful coexistence with India; he also dropped
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. malise their relations. He

: , expressed the US commut-

s bt " ment to remain engaged
:"‘””””“3 - with South Asia uand
- encourage India and

Pakistan to resolve their dis-
- putes. including Kashnur.
~ through pedwlui means
g?x?ﬁe‘%xf‘i‘:a . . The US has assured il»
jaguraie a1 J IVE T e t South Asian ally that it
- - would make 1t sure that the
security needs ol Pakistan
- were fulfilled through the
- multi-purpose aid package
Mr. Bush has recenth
announced.

The government 15 sce-
ing General MuSharTat:s »
viSity 85. SHegess. jaNer
- Shaukat Aziz says the Trade
and Investment Facilitation
Agreement (TIFA). signed
i between the US
Pakistan after the meeting
between the presidents ol
- the two countries. would
increase FDI inflow: i
would encourage the invest-
« ment not only from the LS
- but also other developed
cmmlric:\.
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Western powers but also il il

alleviated Indian fears that Pakistan was
being used by the jihadi elements as a base
camp to launch terrorist activities inside
IHK. The general’s policy worked:
Pakistan not only got massive economic
assistance from the Western countries but
also India was convinced to pull back its
half a million troops from its border with
Pakistan and extend its hand of friendship.
Before proceeding to the US and a num-
ber of European countries, General Pervez
Musharraf complained that his country was
not properly rewarded for its frontline role
in the war against terror. He said that the

Qurpose of his visit was to apprise the
= ;

a hint that Pakistan could reconsider its
policy towards Israel. A few days before
his foreign tour, he vowed not to let
Pakistan Talibanised in a bid to dispel the
impression created in the West after the
passage of the Shariat Bill by the MMA-
dominated NWFP Assembly. It was a

deliberate effort on his ¢ide to project

Pakistan as a progressive country. During
his discussion with the US president, he
did definitely mention hurdles arising out
of his decision to join hands with the coali-
tion against terror.

The US president has announced three
billion dollars five-year aid package for

M. Khurshld Kasuri has
termed General Musharraf’s US visit s
success as it has given a boost Lo the coun-
try’s image in the world as a progressive
state. Dr. Hafeez Sheikh awaited the presi-
dent in Paris to inaugurate an investmens
moot organised by the Board ol
Investment: General Musharral’ would juse
tell the world how Pakistan qualified fuits
due share in the global foreign direct
investment inflows.

Whether the new beginning i Pak-Us
relations would influence the attitude ol
the world to help Pakistan progress on the
path of economic and political stability.
only time will tell.
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