A Grueling Life
Despite the provision of loans from the IMF, ADB, and assistance from friendly countries, poverty has not decreased in the country.
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The harsh winters are here, followed by hot summers, and the extreme seasons reflect the harsh life of ordinary people in Pakistan. During the winter, the people of Pakistan use natural gas sparingly, as the government considers it a luxury for ordinary people. Similarly, during hot, searing summers, people use electricity economically, lest the electricity units pass certain numbers. Thus, during modern times, Pakistani people are living in the Stone Age. Along with the continuous rise of gas and electricity bills, people have to bear astronomical prices of petrol and diesel, which the government continues to escalate to meet IMF revenue targets. Finally, all the aforementioned factors put inflationary pressure on items of daily use, which puts the ordinary person in a continuous survival mode. These inflationary pressures leave little or no room for the ordinary person to spend on the health or nutritional needs of their family.
Similarly, the costly utilities are affecting the cost of doing business, making products and services ever more expensive. Further, to meet IMF revenue targets, the government is increasing taxes. Presently, the government has claimed that economic indicators have improved, which should imply more industrial activity, more jobs for the people, and more revenue for the government. However, no such statistics have been released by the government; on the contrary, the IMF has called into question the statistics released by the government. Further, as per the IMF report, government operational expenses have increased despite all the claims of reducing expenditures; consequently, the IMF has pressured the government to meet its revenue collection targets. Accordingly, the government, instead of adhering to austerity measures, might increase the existing taxes or impose new taxes, which would be regressive, further increasing inflation, and subduing industrial activity.
Pakistan is a country of more than two hundred and forty million people, and probably only five percent of the population decides the fate of the entire country. And the most unfortunate part is that all the foreign governments and lending institutions hold consultations with this five percent, who are the ultimate beneficiaries of foreign loans and assistance. Despite the provision of loans from the IMF, ADB and other lending agencies, and assistance from friendly countries, poverty has not decreased in the country.
Further, the government has recently stated that it is not responsible for providing jobs, which then begs the question: What are the responsibilities of a government? It is the government’s job to create and facilitate an environment that engenders economic activity and thus jobs. Also, it is the government’s responsibility to provide a social safety net to the person, which includes health, education, and protection of people’s lives and properties. However, the sprouting of private medical hospitals is a clear indication that successive governments have failed to expand the medical infrastructure as per the population’s requirements. Further, the security cavalcades of government representatives are indicative of a precarious law and order situation existing in the country. Moreover, the mushrooming of private educational institutions charging exorbitant fees is indicative of failing educational infrastructure in the country.
Thus, the government cannot adopt or advocate the policy of laissez-faire, where market forces, cartels, and the privileged few determine the destiny of more than two hundred and forty million people. People elect the government to solve their economic and social issues, and not to be lectured that the government holds no responsibility to the people who very much elected it.
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