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THE leaders of the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (Britain, the US, France, China and Russia) have visited India in the last few months. 
Essentially, they lined up to secure lucrative trade deals with India, covering not only commercial products but also collaboration in key security areas like nuclear energy and military hardware.

Notably, three of them (Britain, France and Russia) also echoed the Indian line on terrorism and specifically asked Pakistan to punish those involved in the 2008 Mumbai terrorist incident. For good measure, it was added that Pakistan must not allow sanctuaries on its territory from where terrorists were launching attacks on other countries.

The British prime minister even accused Pakistan of “looking both ways” in handling terrorism. The German chancellor was not far behind in echoing the same line when Prime Minister Manmohan Singh recently visited her country.

To add to Pakistan`s concerns, the Iranian president phoned President Asif Ali Zardari recently to demand that Pakistan hand over terrorists (belonging to Jundullah) allegedly based in Pakistan who were involved in acts of terrorism in Iran. It did not really appear as a request for cooperation from Iran but was more in the nature of a warning of some kind to Pakistan.

Furthermore, WikiLeaks recently confirmed that the present Pakistan government`s relations with Saudi Arabia have cooled and that King Abdullah has a poor opinion of President Zardari. The crown prince of the United Arab Emirates, another old-time ally of Pakistan, was no less cutting in his remarks about the Pakistani leadership.

In the war against the Al Qaeda and Taliban, Pakistan`s nominal allies, the United States, Nato and Afghanistan, keep blowing hot and cold most of the time. While acknowledging the key role being played by Pakistan in this war, they have repeatedly alleged that terrorists were continuing to operate from safe sanctuaries in Pakistan with a degree of official connivance.They have been insisting that Pakistan `do more` against such terrorists and there have been veiled suggestions of unilateral strikes inside Pakistani territory.

Probably, never in its history has Pakistan been as isolated as it is at present. Thus, it was notable that Islamabad really pinned great hopes on China when its prime minister visited Pakistan recently. The protocol given to him was excessive, suggesting a certain desperation in the bid to secure a reaffirmation of China`s long-standing friendship with Pakistan.

Prime Minister Wen Jiabao`s visit was a considerable success, but did not quite merit the rave reviews given by official circles and the media. The fact was that he had come to Pakistan after a successful visit to India where he had described the relationship as one of partnership and strategic in nature.

In Pakistan, the Chinese prime minister made no mention of the Kashmir issue. His comment that relations with neighbours were more important than relations with faraway countries was probably in the form of advice to Pakistan to mend relations with India. On terrorism, he said there should be no `double standards`.Some hard-headed thinking is urgently needed to look into the causes of our present isolation in the international arena. Living under illusions and the usual cliché that `everything is in control` will not do.

The fact is that terrorists and religious fanatics have been gaining strength in Pakistan for the last few years. In the context of foreign policy, they are now seen as a menace by the international community. Internally, they have destroyed the peace of our cities and the countryside.

Some here are pretending that such terrorism is the doing of India, Israel and even the US. They keep ignoring overwhelming evidence that religious fanatics, nurtured by our madressahs, have been running amok. Our judiciary has failed to take speedy action to punish these monsters. Hardly any terrorist has been given his just deserts in Pakistan for a long time. Not only that the courts keep releasing those detained for serious terrorist offences. Nothing has been done to punish the accomplices of the Mumbai incident.

Moreover, corruption at all levels has destroyed our image abroad, alienating even traditional friends. Our economy has suffered as a consequence of both terrorism and corruption, making Pakistan almost a bankrupt state.

Of course, India is the beneficiary due to its size and remarkable economic progress. In 1991, India was at the point of default and had asked the International Monetary Fund for a bailout of $1.8bn. Today, its foreign exchange reserves stand at $294bn.

India has also had political stability. In the international arena, interests dictate policies. This is why many countries want to be on the right terms with India and are lining up to get a share of its market. This also explains why the champions of democracy are turning a blind eye to India`s violation of human rights in Kashmir.

The lesson for Pakistan from the foregoing is that it must get its act together, improve its economy, eradicate corruption and take decisive action against religious fanatics and terrorists. Nothing less would restore confidence in Pakistan and enhance its international standing. Otherwise, India will continue to gain at Pakistan`s expense.

The writer is a former ambassador.
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