These irresponsible threats


GIVEN the mess in which one finds the Bush administration’s foreign policy, it is highly unlikely that a Republican will be in the White House next year. But even if a Republican were to make it, it is improbable that it will be Mr Tom Tancredo. Speaking at a town hall meeting of 20 people in the Iowa state, Mr Tancredo, a Republican hopeful for the party ticket, said that the best way he could think of to deter a terrorist nuclear attack on the US was to bomb Makkah and Madina. He said a terrorist attack on America was “imminent”. One does not know where the Colorado Congressman got his information from, but no American intelligence agency has given an indication of a threat of this sort being “imminent”. And even in Britain, where the intelligence agencies periodically discover a terror plot involving, mostly, Britons of Pakistani origin, no one has come up with such a preposterous claim. When Muslim groups in America protested against the Tancredo balderdash, his campaign manager said that Congressman Tancredo stood by his statement. This is not the first time that Mr Tancredo has made such a threat. In 2005 also, in a radio talk, he called for striking at the Islamic holy sites.

Does Congressman Tancredo realise what a statement like this does? It undermines the war on terror, adds to America’s enemies and vindicates the extremists’ hate philosophy that portrays America as Islam’s enemy number one. The extremists in the Muslim world are guided by America’s support to Israel’s killing of the Palestinian people, its tacit approval of Israel’s usurpation of Jerusalem, its invasion of Iraq without a valid reason, and its occupation of that country resulting in the death of civilians whose number ranges between 200,000 and 600,000. Nearer home, thousands of civilians have been killed in Afghanistan as part of collateral damage and there is no sign yet that the Taliban are on the retreat. In addition, characters like Mr Barack Obama call for striking at Taliban targets inside Pakistan. Such talk strengthens the hands of those elements in this country who seldom bother to look at Islamabad’s relations with Washington from the point of view of its benefits to Pakistan but are guided by America’s policy towards the Muslim world generally.

Fortunately, not all American leaders are afflicted with the kind of paranoia demonstrated by Congressman Tancredo and Senator Obama. While the reaction to the Tancredo speech is not yet available, Senator Obama has been severely criticised by several leading Congressional leaders, including Senator Joseph Biden, who is Senator Obama’s rival for the Democratic ticket. Mr Biden said that Senator Obama’s invasion talk showed his inexperience. “The last thing you want to do,” said the senator from Delaware, “is telegraph the folks in Pakistan plans that threaten their sovereignty.” Congressman Tancredo should know that he has not only weakened his chances for a presidential ticket, he has also done incalculable harm to the Muslim-Christian relationship. It is time church leaders in the West took notice of such loose talk. While Senator Obama’s was a political statement, Congressman Tancredo has threatened a war against the entire Muslim world. Pope Benedict XVI could perhaps pick up the late Pope John Paul II’s crusade for forging a greater understanding between the West and the Muslim world. This will undo the damage Pope Benedict did to himself by making some unfortunate remarks last year.

