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Though US officials are loathe to admit it, the unequal “partnership” existing between the US and Pakistan since the 9/11 atrocity has soured, almost to the point of complete breakdown. The subservience of the present US master-Pakistan slave relationship was defined by the speed of Musharraf’s infamous U-turn and his failure to negotiate a better deal in the US. While he could not avoid the U-turn, Pakistan could have been kept out of the war but as an outcast in the world for overthrowing democracy, Musharraf desperately needed redemption, 9/11 gave him a golden opportunity.

Musharraf became far more invaluable to the US when at their urging, he grandly sent his soldiers to battle in Fata in 2003 without the requisite manpower, training, equipment, logistics, etc. The tough-talking camouflage-clad soldier who had never seen actual combat vowed the media but he never once visited his beleaguered troops fighting in the field. If he had, it was a well kept secret!

All is fair in war and hate! Without any modalities agreed to in writing, the US got the space to do very much what it pleased. With its army “on hire” as mercenaries, Pakistan became a huge staging area for the war in Afghanistan, complete with drones taking off from Pakistani soil and killing terrorists, alongwith them a lot many innocent Pakistanis became “collateral damage” in the “killing zone”. Instead of getting legitimate payment as transit fees and adequate compensation for the degradation of our physical infra-structure like ports, roads and railways, what we did get for the slaughter of our soldiers and citizens was “conditional aid”.

The recent freezing of US$ 700m US aid by a Congressional Panel, because IEDs causing havoc in Afghanistan are made from “ammonium nitrates” used in Pakistani fertilizers, only confirms how tenuous is the flow of such “conditional aid”. Why demonize the Americans using Pakistan as a favourite whipping boy? Our leader turned us into bonded slaves, charity comes with strings attached.

The Mansoor Ijaz memo exposes l Husain Haqqani’s priorities as Pakistan’s ambassador to the US, viz (1) continue to do what he has successfully done all his life, promote Husain Haqqani over, and at the cost of, everything and everyone else (2) provide flank protection for his Boss, Asif Zardari, to remain President of Pakistan and (3) protect the vital interests of Pakistan.

When Pakistan’s ambassador to the US says so, albeit in private, to people of consequence in officialdom and otherwise what they want to hear, “the root of all the problems in the region is the ISI and the Pakistan Army”, they listen, and believe. He went one better, the only way to “secure the Pakistani nukes” was to defang the army and the ISI, why not do it like Bhutto did by putting another “Tikka Khan” in place?

By its unprecedented support for Haqqani and Zardari, the US has inadvertently confirmed its allegiance to US interests over Pakistan’s. Incidentally, why is Haqqani’s legal team looking only at the Mansoor Ijaz mention in his Newsweek article about Zardari and Haqqani having prior knowledge about the May 2 Osama raid, and not about the veracity of the memo itself? Operating on a fail-safe line of mixing lies with the truth for decades, this time Haqqani came up against someone like Ijaz who himself excels in operating in the media and the intelligence netherworld. Incidentally, is PM Gilani calling Kayani and Pasha liars, when he publicly rubbishes their stand over the Mansoor Ijaz memo? How long will he camouflage a “nervous breakdown” as a “heart ailment”?

NRO-beneficiary Zardari inherited the mess Musharraf left the country in but than proceeded to line his pockets as if tomorrow will never come, “democracy being the best revenge” on the nation. While rumours of an army takeover are only scare-mongering tactics by motivated politicians, the Supreme Court (SC) very wisely headed off even a remote possibility of constitutional breakdown.

Afghan US national (and one-time Afghan presidential aspirant) Zalmay Khalilzad’s bias and hatred was on graphic display in congratulating US President Obama for not condoling the death of 24 Pakistanis soldiers. What about the 1000 plus Nato and Afghan security farmers killed, he asked, conveniently forgetting to mention the 3500 Pakistani soldiers who have died since, and the more than 35000 civilians “collateral damage” being targeted by terrorists. And why is this person a close confidante and friend of the President of Pakistan and Husain Haqqani? In the face of the army and ISI allegations, do they subscribe to the Chanakhya dictum, “an enemy of an enemy is a friend”?

Disengaging from supporting the war in Afghanistan, Pakistan should engage militants within its own territory. All border posts except those on clearly marked border crossings should be closed, the troops in border posts are operationally and logistically isolated and left at the mercy of any organised gang with guns, “allies” included. Commanders down the line have a responsibility not to get their men murdered, becoming “collateral damage” for someone else’s state policy. The FC should relieve regular Pakistan Army units, with only strong mobile brigade-size formations and tribal militias mobilised in support of FC on an “as and when required” basis.

With adequate air cover, our forces must do aggressive patrolling in company-sized strength against suspected militant activity but away from the border with “Tactical Coordination Centres” ensuring that inadvertent incidents do not happen. The government is finally mulling over transit trade fees, given legitimate payments (a flat fee of US$ 10000 per container/fuel bowser) we should allow Nato supplies, specifying land and air corridors. Aid must be replaced with trade concessions, particularly for our cotton textiles and derivates thereof.

The mass psyche prevailing in Pakistan will not accept continued “alliance” with the US for the foreseeable future; the cost to the national self-respect is too high! Another incident is only waiting to happen, it will have catastrophic consequences. As US Defence Secretary Leon Panetta seems to have belatedly recognised, before he rang Kayani to use his good offices to open Nato supplies, that “the US cannot win the war in Afghanistan without winning in our relationship with Pakistan”. Will Kayani use his “good offices” despite the murder of his soldiers? The Pakistan Army will never trust Zardari and Haqqani anymore; can the US do without the Pakistan Army? While Pakistan cannot afford to be isolated and/or face sanctions, the US must recognise that their two trusted “assets” have become liabilities. Given that “business cannot be as usual”, both countries have to be pragmatic in re-structuring the relationship for mutual convenience.
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