Renewed US threat


AMERICAN threats to intervene in Pakistan militarily have become a routine affair. This time, however, the threat has come after some gap and has evoked the usual response by the Foreign Office spokesman. Islamabad, he said, would not allow America to intervene militarily in Pakistan, because fighting terrorism in Fata and elsewhere was the government’s responsibility. One does not know who to pick up first for some plain speaking. The naivety being show by the Bush administration is amazing. Its stand suffers from a fundamental flaw: it wants quick results without having a full grasp of the intricacies of the situation. This is not a job that can be done in a hurry. The Taliban represent a movement which has existed in Afghanistan and Pakistan for decades. Its military and ideological roots lie in the anti-Soviet resistance movement which was armed and funded by the US. In the wake of the Soviet withdrawal, Washington washed its hands of the Afghan imbroglio. This enabled the ISI to fill the gap and use the Taliban for its own purposes.

The reversal of Pakistan’s Taliban policy in the wake of 9/11 and the American attack on Afghanistan weakened the Taliban only temporarily. As the current situation in the two countries shows, the Taliban have returned with a new vigour. Tackling this militancy and the ideology it represents are not tasks that can be accomplished only by military means or by the CIA’s covert operations. The second absurdity is the Bush administration’s belief that it knows something about guerilla war. Actually, going by the mess they have created in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Bush aides are the last people on earth to claim anti-insurgency expertise. As for the government, the American threats convey the obvious message: because of the political chaos the military-led government has created, the world has lost confidence in our ability to crush the two rebellions or even to ensure the safety of our nuclear assets. Looking at it from the point of the world, we as a people have demonstrated our inability to govern ourselves. For this tragedy we must blame all categories of ‘leaders’ — the generals, retired generals, politicians, the judiciary, the bureaucracy, ulema, academia, intellectuals, feudals, industrial tycoons and the media. All of them have shown a lack of sense of responsibility and brazenly violated the law in the pursuit of personal interests.

