A lose-lose scenario for Pakistan

News Analysis

By Mayed Ali

How far can Pakistan trust President Bush's vis-a-vis the sensitive Kashmir dispute when the man himself is determined to sway the subcontinent's power equation in India's favour!

The Indo-US nexus coupled with Israeli hyperactivity in the Indian defence related projects should be a cause of serious concern for the policymakers in Pakistan. The Kashmir dispute is one major bone of contention between two nuclear neighbours and thus all defence related aspects have a direct bearing on the issue. If the Indian war inventory is improved and diversified, Pakistan is among the first losers. The growing Indian might naturally undermines Pakistan's prospects of bargaining a suitable negotiated solution to the Kashmir issue. India is at a vantage point from where it can dictate terms to Pakistan with regard to all outstanding disputes, and more assistance it gets from the two giants in the arena of military technology the more difficult it gets for Pakistan to get a decent and respectable breakthrough. Add to it the fact Pakistan, a unique US ally, is the first victim of the Indo-US matrimony for being the prime suspect in terrorism for the US, besides a permanent Indian foe.

The latest Indo-US agreement on the transfer of nuclear technology for civilian purpose is just another testimony to the volume of strategic cooperation the US intends to grow with India Ñ Uncle Sam's new bully in the region for countering China and Russia in the 21st century. India has all the ingredients for serving as the US' base camp in South Asia for securing its strategic and economic priorities. China and Russia are aware of the US adventures in the region. Russia, in particular, is watching closely the West's attempts at making inroads in the former Soviet bloc. It has already engaged a payback strategy by coming closer to the Muslim World, especially Iran and the Palestinian Authority, besides pinching here and there in central and South America. As for Pakistan, it surely needs to review how much more room can it give to the US, keeping its dubious track record and recent diplomatic advances in the region.

The recent Indo-US-Israel defence related ventures have already gone too far in tilting the balance of power in the region in India's favour. Deals involving the sale of Phalcons (Airborne early warning platforms), negotiations on the sale and transfer of technology of F-16 Fighting Falcons and F-18 Super Hornets and extended cooperation between the three in upgrading the avionics of Indian existing fleet of aircrafts have already contributed in enhancing India's conventional warfare might. What was left of the meager Pakistan's hopes of managing some sort of deterrence, courtesy nuclear capability have evaporated in the wake of the possible Patriot missile deal coupled with this agreement vis-a-vis assistance to India in the nuclear field, which has an inherent scope of helping India make advances in the military nuclear capability as well.

Apart from this, India certainly has the potential of fetching great dividends for the US in its war on terror, which is primarily a camouflaged `crusade' against the entire Muslim World. The US couldn't have found a better strategically located friend than India with itself controlling Afghanistan and Iraq and Israel occupying an observation post right in the heart of Middle East. India thus has a common agenda for being a `victim of terrorism'. It was considered India would hesitate in jumping the allied bandwagon for having economic interests in the Muslim World, however, the recent vote against Iran at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) had unfolded latest Indian priorities. India has a great share in the bounty for becoming a member of the posse.

Where does Pakistan stand in this changed political and geo-strategic scenario? Mr George W Bush just cannot be friends with Muslims, and Pakistan is no exception. All his acts, including the recent bestowing on India, are a demonstration of his resolve to tame the Muslim World in addition to subduing the emerging economic powers. Mr Bush doesn't feel like dealing with Pakistan Government at the state level rather takes more pride in his friendship with President Pervez Musharraf. Since his Pakistani counterpart is virtually a state within himself, Mr Bush doesn't care about the general concern in the country vis-a-vis marginalising Pakistan's role in the region.

India has been showered blessing by the US despite the fact it has not `served' the US to the extent anywhere near to Pakistan's all-out allegiance. Instead, it got the nuclear deal without making any solid compromise. Look at Pakistan! It has even compromised its sovereignty on the western front, besides ignoring all legal hiccups in handing over the al-Qaeda suspects and allowing free movement to the US intelligence agencies' personnel even at sensitive places.

The Pakistani highups should give it a serious thought whether or not to continue with the US appeasing campaign, which has a high price tag domestically and internationally. It's a lose-lose situation for Pakistan till date. India towering high every which way, Afghanistan showing teeth every now and then, Iran suspicious of our stand on its nuclear deadlock and China wary of our complete faithfulness to the US are a few international repercussions of Pakistan's unequivocal support to the US. At home, there is a general perception that Pakistan is being treated as a US colony, where the citizens don't have the right to challenge the freewill of the rulers and their masters. Where any home can be raided illegally and people can be arrested or killed in military action.

It will be more appropriate to trust Indian PM Manmohan Singh for finding a solution to the Kashmir dispute rather than trusting the US President. Mr Singh seems to be a statesman and knows the pros and cons of every possible diplomatic solution to the issue. India will watch its interests in any circumstances while negotiating with Pakistan. Yet, there will be some give-and-take in the process. Mr Bush's mediation will only add the US agenda, primarily a package of US interests, to the whole matter. Since the man is an average mind, impulsive and a liar (tape on Katrina briefing being the latest example) with no apparent leadership quality except for the credit of heading the sole superpower, Pakistan should discourage his involvement in all bilateral issues between the two subcontinent countries.
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