Highs and lows in Indo-Pak ties

The leaders of India and Pakistan met on Tuesday for the first time since last year's attacks on Mumbai, in a tentative thaw which stopped well short of reopening a peace process between the two countries.

Following are some of the highs and lows in relations between the neighbours:

1947 - Britain divides its Indian empire into secular but mainly Hindu India and Muslim Pakistan.

1947/48 - India and Pakistan go to war over Kashmir. The war ends with a UN-ordered ceasefire and resolution seeking a plebiscite for the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

1965 - India and Pakistan fight their second war over Kashmir. 

1971 - Pakistan and India go to war a third time.

1972 - Pakistani PM Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Indian premier Indira Gandhi sign agreement in Simla.

1974 - India detonates its first nuclear device.

1989 - Separatist revolt starts in Indian-held Kashmir. 

1998 - India carries out nuclear tests. Pakistan retaliates.

February 1999 - Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee holds summit with his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif in Lahore.

1999 - India and Pakistan fight in the Kargil mountains.

July 2000 - Summit between Pakistani military ruler General Pervez Musharraf and Vajpayee in Agra ends in failure.

December 2001 - Militants attack Indian parliament. India blames Pakistan-based Kashmiri separatist groups Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Muhammad. 

2003 - Pakistan and India agree a ceasefire on the LoC.

2004 - The two countries launch a formal peace process.

July 2008 - India blames Pakistan's ISI intelligence agency for a bomb attack on the Indian embassy in Kabul.

November 2008 - Ten gunmen launch multiple attacks in Mumbai, killing 166 people. India blames Pakistan-based militants and breaks off talks with Pakistan.

February 2009 - India cautiously welcomes Pakistan's investigation into the Mumbai attack. 

March 2009 - India's home minister says Pakistan is threatening to become a failed state.

May 2009 - India's new coalition government says it is up to Pakistan to take the first step towards better ties by cracking down on militants on its soil. reuters

