US given proof on Afghan infiltration 

From SHAIQ HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD - Pakistan on Saturday provided the United States with documentary evidence showing infiltration from Afghanistan into Balochistan and other border areas.
Foreign Minister Khurshid Kasuri said this here at a press conference after formal talks between Pakistan and United States. Foreign Office Spokesperson Tasnim Aslam was also present on the occasion.
Responding a query on alleged infiltration across Pak-Afghan border, the foreign minister said both the sides discussed this issue in detail during the meeting between the two presidents. 
“President Musharraf gave a telling response to infiltration allegations authenticated by documentary evidences,” he said. He said documentary proof suggesting infiltration into Pakistani territories was provided to the US side.
In reply to a question on Pakistan’s commitment to fight against terrorism, Kasuri said no one had the right to question our credentials in this regard.
He denied that Pakistan had launched war against terror to please the US, saying that Pakistan was doing all this in its own national interests. “Pakistan Army has lost 600 troops in fighting against terrorism,” he said, adding that this figure was higher than the number of troops lost by the allied troops in Afghanistan.
He said if Pakistan’s credentials were questioned what would one say about Iraq where 130,000 foreign troops were deployed but still terrorism and violence was going on there. 
“Zarqawi is still at large but does that show that the United States is not committed to war against terror,” he said.
He said a strong Karzai and a stable central government in Afghanistan was in the interest of both Pakistan and Afghanistan. President Bush was not doubtful about Pakistan’s role in war against terror, he maintained.
Asked why was President Bush not received by President Musharraf or Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, Kasuri said Pakistan went in accordance with protocol and it was something that could not be challenged by anyone.
Answering a question on Kashmir issue, Kasuri said it was discussed in the meeting, adding that President Bush during the press stake out again
underscored importance of the resolution of all issues between Pakistan and India, including Kashmir.
He said during the two presidents’ meeting, General Musharraf raised the issue of blasphemous sketches with President Bush and sensitized him on the feelings in the Muslim world and in Pakistan.
He said, “President Bush showed concern over Muslim sentiment.” 
Earlier, in his opening statement, the foreign minister said due to Pakistan’s strong economic growth and increasing energy requirements, Pakistan had adopted a holistic approach and decided to set up a peaceful nuclear energy programme. 
He said President Bush had assured that US would extend cooperation in energy sector to Pakistan and US Secretary of State for Energy will be visiting Pakistan very soon in this regard. 
He said the visit of US President to Pakistan had reinforced the upward trajectory of the relationships between the two countries and expanded the strategic cooperation. 
He said the visit had strengthened the foundation for a strategic, strong, stable, broad-based and long-term relationship between the two countries.
Foreign Minister Khurshid Kasuri said Pakistan and US had agreed to work together as strategic partners for peace, security, and prosperity in the region and across the world. 
He said, “The visit has given new depth and dimensions for
Pak-US relations.” He added that the relationship between the two countries had expanded much beyond the cooperation in the war on terror following the visit of President Bush. 
About the outcome of bilateral talks and one-on-one meeting between President Bush and President Musharraf, the foreign minister said both the presidents took a momentous decision affirming a Strategic Partnership between the two countries. 
While referring to the joint statement issued after the Pak-US talks, the foreign minister said it outlined the various components of the strategic partnership. He added that a separate fact sheet would be issued to highlight the cooperation between the two countries following these talks. 
He said both the countries had also agreed to establish institutional framework to broaden and deepen the strategic relationship through launching of a “Strategic Dialogue” that would cover the entire range of bilateral, regional and global issues to fortify multifaceted cooperation.
Kasuri said both the countries also agreed to launch high-level energy dialogue, economic dialogue, Joint Commission on Science and Technology and high-level dialogue on education.
He said the joint statement also supported the peace process and underlined the need for “resolution of disputes” for building a better future in South Asia.
Kasuri said President Bush mentioned his support for creation of ‘Reconstruction Opportunity Zones’ from where products will get duty-free entry into US market.
“This is an important step toward gaining enhanced market access in the US. This initiative would create incentives for new investment and economic growth in these areas,” he added. 
He said these zones would be located in less developed areas of Pakistan, for which details were being worked out. The two countries, he added, had agreed to work together to make Pakistan a hub of economic activity between South Asia and Central Asia.
“This is in line with President Musharraf’s vision for Pakistan as catalyst for progress in the region,” he said. He said the joint statement acknowledged Pakistan’s vital role in countering terrorism and underlined the need for comprehensive strategy to address extremism and terrorism.
He said the United States had committed to support Pakistan’s social sector development, particularly education. The US Fulbright Scholarship Programme in Pakistan was the largest in the world, he added.
He said both the countries affirmed their resolve to build a robust defence relationship for which the Joint Statement underlined US commitment to meet Pakistan’s defence needs. 
He said, “Both sides have agreed to increase collaboration in the defence sector, including transfer of technology.”
