The looming disasters
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Last year, President Bush was candid enough in his remarks at the press conference held at the President's house in Islamabad that one of the objectives of his visit to Pakistan was to see how well General Musharraf was doing in the fight against international terrorism. 
Nancy Pelosi the leading American legislator came last week primarily on a similar mission. Only a few days earlier she had presided over the passing of bills in the House of Representatives binding Pakistan to do its utmost to stop the Taliban using Pakistan territory to operate in Afghanistan and also to revive the AQ Khan case. Very little was leaked to the press about her meeting with Musharraf. It was no ordinary or ceremonial visit. She was heading a group of some of the most influential Democrat Congressmen. Little was shown of the visit on the television channels. In contrast her visit to Kabul was highlighted on the electronic media. From the reports appearing in the American press it appears that there was a meeting of the minds in her talks with Karzai. One can well imagine what the Afghan president must have put in her ears.
What Karzai has been telling Pakistan and the world is now the talk of the town in Washington. Negroponte the outgoing director of national intelligence was not the only one pinning Pakistan down to the charge of Pakistan providing sanctuaries and safe haven to the Taliban and Al-Qaida, saying that they were "cultivating stronger operational connections and relationships that radiate outward from their leaders' secure hideouts in Pakistan to affiliates throughout the Middle East, North Africa and Europe... that Pakistan remains the home stop for some of the top terrorist leaders and eliminating the haven in Pakistan's tribal areas is not sufficient to end the Afghan insurgency but it is necessary".
Such remarks have further emboldened Mr. Karzai to hurl accusations against Pakistan. His latest interview to The New York Times makes Pakistan the culprit for all the trouble in Afghanistan. Negroponte's authoritative statements in his briefings at the senate and the house committees have been echoed in more or less similar terms by the new Defense security Gates, the American General Benjamin Freakley stationed in Kabul and more recently the state department under secretary Nicholas Burns. 
In addition the leading US newspapers including The New York Times and the Washington Post have been pressing the US administration to make Pakistan 'do more' to achieve the desired results. The International Herald Fortune has editorially insinuated that Pakistan intelligence agencies are involved in mobilising the Taliban for operations in Afghanistan. 
Add to this rising crescendo of voices, the articulations of US think tanks, which keep hitting Pakistan right and left. When asked about it on a TV channel, a Pakistani political analyst residing in USA said that nobody there believed the Pakistani version of the situation that the real problem laid in Afghanistan because of misplaced policies and a substandard performance.
His comment about the statements of a state department official and that of US ambassador in Pakistan that the US administration would try to tone down some of the harsh clauses of the bill to penalize Pakistan if it fails to satisfactorily stop the Taliban from using its territory for the fight across the border, was that the chances of the Democrats agreeing to dilute the thrust of the law were quite slim. The same may be said regarding specific provisions about non-proliferation involving A.Q. Khan. He rightly said that the Bush government was fast losing weight and credibility and the ascendant Democrats were determined to have their way, now that they dominate both the elected houses. One may here also note the fact that these two bills, which, inter alia, target Pakistan, were at the top of the Democrat's legislative agenda.
Ironically the feeling in Pakistan is growing that we have already gone too far in toeing the American line, that we have over stretched ourselves to the extent that the government has been killing its own people to please Washington. Widespread resentment has been caused by the missile and rocket attacks by the American aircraft on civilians without any expressions of regret and remorse. 
Pakistan military itself has been bombarding civilians in the NWFP claiming that Taliban terrorists were the targets. The general feeling is that they were innocent civilians. Finding Pakistani government was readily yielding ground to mounting American and Afghan demands, an American aircraft the other day fired rockets at a Pakistani army post killing one soldier and seriously injuring another. Although the American ambassador has expressed his regrets, there is no guarantee that more such attacks will not come from the coalition forces operating in Afghanistan. 
A recent aerial attack by the Pakistan military on a number of compounds resulting in many casualties at Zamzama has been followed by suicide bomb blasts in Islamabad, Dera Ismail khan and Peshawar in which a number of police officials and civilians have been killed. There appears to be a state of siege and all that the government is managing to do is acting like a fire brigade. 
What is still more worrisome is that the state and the society appear to be drifting apart. The state presently, is dominated by the military with a democratic façade while the mainstream political parties are demonised and dented by the power wielders.
The suffering of the masses because of inflation and unemployment has been compounded by lack of security, lawlessness and rampant corruption. The federation as admitted by the government itself, has been weakened. We thus have a country which is politically polarised, unstable and faces an uncertain future.
Can those at the helm of affairs today, withstand the rapidly increasing pressures from outside? The more the government yields to the soaring demands from Washington; greater will be the expectations to do more. It was a wise step to enter into an agreement with the tribal chiefs in Wazirastan to ensure that there would not be any infiltration into Afghanistan in support of the Talibans' fight against the coalition forces. 
This move has not been liked by Afghanistan and Washington. Mushahid Hussain during his visit to Washington has been defending Pakistan's position telling the Americans that they should not blame Pakistan for their and Afghan government's failure in managing affairs in Afghanistan. But is anyone listening to his pleas?
It is time the media, the civil society and saner political elements organise themselves to make the government realise that there is an urgent need to review the existing policies about our relations with USA and Afghanistan and develop workable options to save Pakistan from the looming disasters. These policies have been pushing Pakistan to do more of the dirty work demanded by USA. 
Islamabad can ill-afford the shenanigans of a stooge and a clueless head of a dependent neighbouring country, pointing accusing fingers at us to hide his own failures; nor can we afford to keep bending backwards to meet the demands of an overbearing super power. We desperately need a government of the people, for the people and by the people. Without a people's government, the challenges and threats cannot be addressed with confidence and conviction. A single man howsoever sincere cannot do the job.
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