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Pakistan’s unwavering commitment to a peaceful, stable, and prosperous Afghanistan remains the cornerstone of its foreign policy. This bond is viewed not as a burden but as the mother of all relations-a connection so vital that its well-being is essential for the stability of the entire region. Guided by patience and strategic clarity, Pakistan approaches this relationship with the firm understanding that the situation in Afghanistan is not merely a military issue, but a political challenge with a military dimension.
Our foremost duty is the protection of our people. The persistent threat of terrorism emanating from across the shared border has inflicted profound pain on Pakistani families and our brave security forces. Yet, even in the face of provocation, Pakistan has demonstrated commendable restraint. It continues to pursue a balanced strategy-one that combines necessary defensive measures with steadfast diplomacy and genuine offers of economic cooperation.
This approach is informed by a clear-eyed assessment of the realities within Afghanistan. Since 2021, the Taliban have governed a country beset by deep internal divisions, economic hardship, and a severe humanitarian crisis. Their most pressing challenge remains internal security, further complicated by divisions within their own ranks. The Taliban leadership fears that pragmatic shifts-particularly moves against militant allies-could fracture their unity and push factions toward more extreme groups such as the Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP), which now poses the deadliest internal threat to Afghanistan’s security. Understandably, the Taliban’s immediate and fundamental objective is survival, prompting them to avoid alienating traditional militant networks, which they also use as leverage in regional diplomacy.
Externally, the Taliban seek greater autonomy and international engagement, reaching out to regional and global powers alike. This includes fostering relations with India, viewed as a means of ensuring autonomy from Pakistan. India, driven by its own strategic interests and regional concerns, is willing to engage. However, Pakistan believes that sustainable stability cannot be built on pressure. While the Taliban have a sovereign right to develop relations with India, any attempt to exert combined pressure on Pakistan is likely to backfire. Kabul should not seek to use strained relations with Pakistan as leverage in its broader diplomatic engagements.
Pakistan stands ready as a consistent partner for peace, advocating dialogue over deterrence and cooperation over confrontation.
This evolving dynamic places Afghanistan’s leadership at a pivotal crossroads. The choice before them is becoming increasingly clear. First, the Afghan Taliban must decide between the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Pakistan. A stable and normalized relationship with Pakistan is incompatible with allowing Afghan territory to be used for attacks against it. The assumption that a Pakistan preoccupied with internal security-an instability to which some in Kabul have contributed-is less of a strategic concern is a dangerous miscalculation.
Simultaneously, Pakistan is addressing its own internal challenges with resolve and vision. Groups such as the TTP and the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) are viewed not merely as external threats but as domestic challenges with external dimensions. Pakistan’s response integrates firm security measures with political inclusion and economic development in border regions, aiming to eradicate the root causes of militancy.
Economically, Pakistan remains Afghanistan’s most natural partner and its primary gateway to the world. Pakistan believes in connectivity over closure and views trade as a powerful instrument for peace. Current disruptions harm ordinary citizens on both sides of the border; the shared future of both nations lies in open borders and intertwined prosperity.
The path forward demands courageous statecraft-particularly from Kabul. Pakistan stands ready as a consistent partner for peace, advocating dialogue over deterrence and cooperation over confrontation. By making the right choice-the choice of partnership-the mother of all relations can be transformed from a source of tension into the foundation of a secure and prosperous region. Pakistan is prepared to help write this new chapter, extending a hand of friendship and a commitment to a shared future.
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