Afghan allegations


THE Foreign Office has done well to dismiss as “baseless” the Afghan allegation regarding purported infiltrations from Pakistan into that country and has instead asked Kabul to “do more” to stop incursions from its side of the Durand Line. Afghanistan has been raising this issue with Pakistan from time to time, and chose to do so again on Wednesday during President Hamid Karzai’s talks with President George Bush. Pakistan has deployed 80,000 troops along the Afghan border, and its security agencies have met with some extraordinary successes in the area. Besides the uninterrupted operations against foreign militants in Waziristan and other parts of the tribal area, Pakistan has arrested a number of leading Al Qaeda terrorists, including Abu Farraj Libi, Abu Zubaydah and Khalid Sheikh Mohammad. In sharp contrast, the beleaguered Karzai regime has nothing to show by way of success against Al Qaeda.

Mr Karzai has been at the helm of Afghan affairs now for more than four years, both as a consensus head of government and lately as an elected president. But, apart from an unmistakable liberalization of society, there has been little by way of solid achievements for the betterment of the Afghan people. The world community had promised billions of dollars to Afghanistan for reconstruction, but the donors have refused to part with the greater part of the promised money because of the Karzai government’s failure to pacify the country and make it fit for rebuilding and reconstruction. His own security forces have not reached a stage where they could enable the UN and other aid agencies to undertake the reconstruction process with an assurance of success. Instead, it is foreign forces that are required to maintain peace in Afghanistan. The US is now in the process of withdrawing from Afghanistan and expects the Nato-led forces to give peace to the country. But Nato itself is unwilling to expand its role, even though there has been some increase in the number of its troops. The result is that Nato troops have confined their activity to Kabul and Kunduz and in the rest of the country it is warlordism that is rampant. In such a situation it is not only the Taliban who have managed to reorganize and restart their activity in Afghanistan. Brigands and drug pushers are also thriving, and the country has become the world’s biggest source of opium supply.

In the winter of 2001, the US destroyed the Taliban regime militarily, but rooting out the clandestine Taliban network has proved to be a far more difficult task. The militants are there on both sides of the Durand Line, and it goes without saying that some sections of the tribal people here are sympathetic to them. They cannot operate militarily unless they are provided sanctuary and help by the locals. Tackling the locals, winning them over to the task of reconstruction and moving them away from extremism are tasks that need close coordination between Pakistan and Afghanistan. The topography of the area helps militants move across the Durand Line freely, and even the best of efforts cannot seal off a porous border that is 2,300 kilometres long. While Pakistan has been doing all it can to crush militancy, Afghanistan cannot claim to be doing even half as much. Instead, it seems to find fault with Islamabad. What can achieve results is close coordination between the security forces on both sides rather than baseless accusations which serve little purpose save that of adding to mistrust. What hurts Pakistan is the attitude of those Northern Alliance elements who dominate the Karzai government. The people and government of Pakistan have made untold sacrifices for the cause of Afghanistan’s liberation from Soviet occupation, and this country served as host to four million Afghan refugees. Even now it continues to shelter nearly three million displaced Afghans. That Afghan leaders should forget all this and instead miss no opportunity to hurl charges at Pakistan is indeed most unfortunate.


