4th Pak-Afghan jirga working committee recommendations

Staff Report

PESHAWAR: The fourth joint working committee (JWC) of the Pak-Afghan peace jirga emphasised peace to achieve success against drugs and poppy cultivation in Afghanistan, taking note of the fact that there “is a strong connection between terrorism and drug trafficking”. 

UN figures to be released next month are expected to show that Afghanistan’s poppy production has risen by 15 percent since 2006 and that the country now accounts for 95 percent of the world’s crop, three percentage points more than last year. 

During the deliberations, the Afghan delegates acknowledged Pakistan’s successful crackdown on drugs and urged President Hamid Karzai’s government to follow the example to rid Afghanistan of drugs, which are indirectly financing the Taliban-linked insurgency. It made the following recommendations: 

* Both Afghan and Pakistani members of the fourth JWC denounce the cultivation, processing and trafficking of poppy and other illicit substances in both countries; 

* Both sides consider the cultivation, processing and trafficking of poppy and drugs as one of the causes of organised crime, terrorism financing and other illegitimate activities in the region. The jirga takes note of the fact that there is a strong connection between terrorism and drug trafficking. Therefore, there is a need for a sound strategy to combat this menace. Such a strategy should differentiate and adopt varying approaches on dealing with a matter of economic necessity and the drug barons and traffickers who indulge in this trade for greed and huge profits; 

* After lengthy deliberations both sides recommend that a 10-member joint committee drawn from the two governments and people be constituted to develop a strategy to tackle the alarming increase in poppy cultivation, processing and trafficking in both countries in order to make concerted efforts to combat these menaces. The committee should interact and submit its recommendations to the two governments a well as the monitoring and implementation committee of the grand jirga. The jirga is also of the opinion that a survey and study must be carried out to determine and identify the reasons for failure of the policy on poppy cultivation in Afghanistan; 

* Both sides agree that strong punitive actions should be taken against those who are involved in drug processing and trafficking and ‘zero-tolerance’ should be shown in dealing with them. Among other measures, the governments of Afghanistan and Pakistan, with support from the international community, may put in place strict controls and monitoring systems in order to reduce and ultimately eliminate drug trafficking; 

* Recognising that the Pakistan government has been able to drastically reduce poppy cultivation and completely eliminate drug processing laboratories, the two sides recommend that the best practices of the Pakistan government, and other countries with successful counter-narcotics campaign history, should be adopted by the Afghanistan government to achieve similar results. 

* The jirga recommends that government officials, clerics, tribal elders, community leaders and representatives of civil society, should approach the poppy-growers and persuade them to abandon poppy cultivation, in return of financial compensation and help in growing alternative crops. Moreover, farmers should be provided subsidies in the shape of improved seeds, fertilisers etcetera. Similarly, the pace of economic activity and reconstruction should be accelerated in poppy-growing areas, as well as addressing poverty and economic development in these areas. 

* The jirga calls upon the international community, especially the UN, to ensure a substantial contribution to help farmers develop alternative cash crops. Moreover, development and socio-economic assistance should be provided to develop the social sector, minerals and access of farmers to industry and markets. 

* Both sides recognise that unemployment is a major cause of poppy cultivation and terrorism. Therefore, the international community in general and the Gulf countries in particular should absorb the youth of these areas into their job/labour markets and provide work visas/permits to these youths. 

* Recognising that peace is essential for any programme or policy to succeed in this regard, the committee recommends that efforts should be made to restore peace in the troubled areas and all options necessary to achieve it should be exercised in the larger interest of both countries as well as the region. 

* The jirga also recommends that since the international community is under an equal obligation to combat this menace, it should take effective steps to control demand for drugs in their respective countries. 

* Corruption should be checked at all levels because there are indications that public representatives and high- and low-level officials are involved in the business. 

* Raising awareness among the people about its ill-effects is essential. Assistance of the clerics and community leaders should be introduced. 

* There should be stringent checks on the import of raw material used in the preparation of drugs. Besides this, the countries producing these raw materials should be subject to international controls on export of such materials. 

* The international community, the UN and the respective governments should initiate steps to help detoxification and rehabilitation of drug addicts and enable them to become useful members of society.

