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let kindintroduction.It is a pleasureto be comprehensiveeffortthttr:'froin military, WithPakistanand"Afghanistan,we;-'are
tr withyou,and withso manyfriendsI aid to supportfor bettereducation,so longas workingwltJ:iboth sides to help securethe
kis' see in the audiencethis evening. I am honored Pakistan'sleadersremainwilling to makediffi- porous border areas. Our goal is to help prevent

to be thelatestin a lineofspeakerswho,over cultchoicesoftheirown. violentorcriminalelementsfrommovingacross
the past 125years,have discussedvital issues In the past few monthswe have witnessed undetectedor fromfindingsafe-haven,particu-

d it of the day with distinguished Gymkhana several developmentsthat illustrate our com- larlyin remote,inaccessibleareas. Tothisend,'
rffil membershere in Lahore. mitment to broaden and deepen our bilateral we have establisheda tripartitemilitarycom-
o I am always very happy to return to ties. Among the most noteworthy was mission among Pakistan, Afghanistan, and

Lahore, which, I freely admit, is my favorite PresidentBush's decisionto designatePakistan coalition military and diplomatic officials to
city in Pakistan. It is a city with a long and as a majornon-NATOally. Pakistanthusjoins help coordinatesecurity operationsalong the
distinguishedhistory, enriched with magnifi-' other strongUS allieslike Japan,SouthKorea, border, and to improvethell effectivenessin
cent mosques,gardens,and palaces. They are and Australiain this privilegedposition. And achievingoursharedgoalsof haltingcross-bor-
all a vivid reminderof thecultural and intel- in July, we signed an agreement with the der criminal or terrorist movements. We are
le,ctual achievements of successive genera- Governmentof Pakistan that retires another also working with the Pakistan Ministry of
tions of Lahoris. $495 million in debt owed to the US Interiorto expandbordersecuritycapabilities.

Let me thus begin by telling you how Government. This debt cancellationculmi- Butmuchof the workin reducingtensions
pleased I am that the US government has nates an extraordinaryperiodof debtreliefand must be undertaken by Pakistan' and
decided to continue its contribution to the emergencyfinancialassistancethat includeda Afghanistanbilaterally. That is why we wel-
preservation of one of your most important $600 million cash'transfer in November2001 come the recent exchangesbetweenPakistani
Moghulmonuments,the WazirKhanMosque. for balance of paymentsand budget support, and AfghanMinistersof Financeand Foreign
If you have visitedthe Mosquelately,you will the August 2002 reschedulingof the entire Affairsto work on issuesof commonconcern.
have noticed that the north half of the bazaar stockof $3billionof bilateralofficialdebtover And we certainlylook forwardto the visit in a
area at the Mosque'sentrancehas beenbeauti- 38years,and the April2003eliminationof $1 fewdaysof PresidentKarzaito Islamabad.
fully and carefullyrestoredby craftsmenunder billionin bilateraldebt. With regard to Pakistan and India, the
the direction of the Punjab Department of Foreign policyGoals United Stateswelcomesthe recent agreement
Archaeology. This restorationwas supported/ Fourbroadareasconstituteourforeignpol- betweenIndia and Pakistanto pursuea wide-
by the US Ambassador's Fund for Cultural icyprioritiestowardsPakistantoday:" rangingcompositedialoguewith the objective
Preservation, a grant program of the US of reachinga peacefulsettlementon allbilater-
Departmentof State, which enablesconserva- 8 Continuingourcommoneffortsin theglob- al issues, includingKashmir. We are encour-
tors to preserveculturalsites in more than 90 al war on terrorism, aged by the confidence-building measures
countriesaroundthe world. 8 Supportingongoingeffortsamongthestates agreedupon in recent months, and hope they

The ArchaeologyDepartment'swork has in the regionto enhanceregionalstability, will be implemented quickly. Talks on
beensooutstanding,emulatingthematerialsand 8 HelpingPakistanto strengtheneconomic, Kashmirareverymucha part of the composite
techniquesof centuries'oldcraftsmen,thatI rec- social,andpoliticaldevelopment,and, dialogue. These talks will not be easy: they
ommendedthat a completiongrantbe awarded 8 Buildingbridgesbetweenour two nations' will no doubt entail going beyond the long-
to restorethesouthportionof the bazaar. Work peoples in order to foster greater mutual standingpositions9f both sides. But a succes-
will resumeshortly.The WazirKhanMosque's understandingbetweenus. sionof governmentsin IndiaandPakistanhave
bazaarwasa placewherethe faithful.couldpur- acknowledged~ at Simla, at Lahore, and at
chase copiesof the Koran and other religious Withregardto theglobal war on terrorism, Islamabadlast January - that a resolutionof
documents ftom calligraphers whose workshops Pakistan has, since September 2001, become this issue must come through peaceful negotia-
were housed in the bazaar. I understand that the one of the United States' most important part- tions. Ending violence in Kashmir remains a
bazaar will once again house craftsmen who will ners in fighting this most challenging of wars. key part of furthering this process. For our part,
produce and sell their work to worshippers and We are working more closely and cooperatively we will continue to look for ways to encourage
visitors alike. The US government is honored to than ever before with the government of peace in Kashmir, in order to support a process
be able to contribute to the preservation and Pakistan to neutrillize the remnants of al Qa'ida that will lead to a solution acceptable to
restoration of this culturally significant and his- and other terrorist elementS",'whichcontinue to Pakistan, India, and to the people of Kashmir.
torically important complex,;-- operate in the region. The recent capture of sev- -Gwen-tlw, geo-strategic realities- of South

Earlier today, I was pleased to announce eral al Qa'ida operatives in Pakistan marks the Asia, we are also focused on preventing actions
another US government grant, this one for an latest chapter in Pakistan's significant contribu- that would undermine the world's critical inter-
exciting new program that will.be administered tion to our collective efforts to destroy terrorist est in stopping the spread of weapons ,of mass
by the non-government organization, CARE, organizations. The significant information that destruction. Thus, we are working to discour-
under the stewardship of Ms. Seema Aziz. has emerged from their detention has con" age an open ended nuclear and missile arms
Starting next month, CARE will begin teaching tributed to hampering al Qa'ida's operations fur- rae, in the region, to prevent further nuclear
English to 60 fifteen-and sixteen-year olds from ther, to the benefit, of both our nations. testing, and to block proliferation to other coun-
underprivileged urban neighborhoods here in In addition, Pakistani military forces have tries. Our actions with both India and Pakistan
Lahore. The goal of this two-year program is to engaged in major combat to capture or kill for- are consistent with our obligations under the
adequately prepare bright, disadvantaged stu- eign militants who are hiding in the mountain- NPT and with our commitment to the Nuclear
dents in written and spoken Englis~ so that they ous, historically off-limits tribal areas of the Suppliers Group. We are working with both
can gain admission to Pakistan's universities, Pakistan-Afghanistan border. There have been governments to strengthen non-prolif.>.iation

ma thus permitting them to compete more effective- significant successes in South Waziristan, ren- export controls. In Pakistan, the Gcr1'ernment
nd c Iy with more privileged students fortunate dering large areas inhospitable to terrorists. We has introduced a bill into Parliament that, if'
Mgh enough to have studied in English medium hope that these efforts, taken in coordination enacted, would significantly strengthen
'd schools. As a former high school teacher with Afghan and US forces in Afghanistan, will Pakistan's existing export control regime. This

ev myself, I take special interest in this new pro- continue so that the entire border between is important, especially in the wake of the AQ.
P gram, and am confident"that its graduates will Pakistan and Afghanistan is secure. Khan case. The public exposure of A.Q.

ihrr profit from access to higher education and then ",The US appreciates the sacrifice that has Khan's activities and investigations by various
l e take their places in the co~try's workforce as it be.enmad~ by Pakistani forces in these areas and gov~rnm~nts have disrupted his bla~k ?1arket

to meets the challenges of thiS new century. grieves with those famtly members who have proliferatIOn network. That network s dlsman-
and " I wanted to take the opportunity this lost sons, husbands, and fathers in these efforts. tlement must be complete and irreversible.

",j evening to review for you current US policy Recent assassination attempts on A third priority area in which we are
towardsPakistan - both in termsof its sub- Pakistan's civilian and military leaders, as involved is helpingPakistanto strengthenits
stantive priorities,but also with regardto the well as sectarian violence that continues to economic, social, political, and democratic
ever-expandingpartnershipbetween our two take the lives of innocent Pakistanispoint to development. We are currentlyundertakinga
nations in numerous areas - like the ones I just the need to tackle violence and extremism broad ranging multi-billion dollar, multi-year

I , mentionedin educationandculture. Thisgrow- within Pakistan. We welcome the recent assistance program that should contributeto
ing partnershipunderlinesAmerica'slong-term arrestsof leaders of ,banned extremistorgani- the economic and social development of
commitment to the bilateral relationship, and to zations as an indication of the government's PaKistan. This program, which I will detail in
Pakistan's continued development. resolve in fighting terrorism within Pakistan. a moment, includes development assistance,

A strong long-lasting and comJ)!cllensive The second of our major goals vis-a-vis balance-of-payment support, and some trade
bilat<:~ relationship ~.etwee.!L!!tLU.Land. Pakistan and its neighbors is to support their and investment support.
Po~ton';~-;;;"tho f'Mo;Rn nnl;~" ;ntoroctc nfhnth OffMtc tn nMhnM~n rnR;nMnJ otnh;J;h. 'rho nnn. Po1r;oton'c ~n~~;t~ont tn tho fnrthoT
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still' I I wanted to take the opportunity this

i Kab '-' evening to review for you current US policy
..towards Pakistan - both in terms of its sub-

stantive priorities, but also with regard to the
ever-expanding partnership between our two

~. nations in nume'tous areas ~ like the ones I just
, mentioned in education and culture. This grow-

l ing partnership underlines America's long-term
commitment to the bilateral relationship, and to

I

Pakistan's continued development.
A stronll ]ong-]~~ting and com,pI!iliensiye

bilateral relationship b~twe~!! th..L..!JJLand..
PaklSl'iiilIS'iri tile foreign 'po] icy intPr.estsof both

I nations. It IL~tro~!y'.§UPPO1:.ted b)C...fu.sidenJ.

I ""Bu~!L~n_d Sec!eta~Y.1)Qwell, by Republicans and. 1'>emocrats in the US Congress, and most recent-
I lyby" thebi-partisan 9/11 C()mmission. Let me
I note-for 'you the recommendation of the 9/11

I

Commission that concludes the report's section
on Pakistan:

If Musharraf stands for enlightened moder-
, \ ation in a fight for his life and for the life of his
\ country, the United States should be willing to

\make /:lard choices too, and make the difficult
\ long-term commitment to the future of Pakistan.

I Sustaining the current scale of aid to pakistan,
,the'United States should support Pakistan's gov-

\.

-..a I

be~n made byP~kis~~iforcesi~-these a;~~ and
grieves with those family members who have
lost sons, husbands, and faihers in these efforts.

Recent assassination attempts on
Pakistan's civilian and military leaders, as
well as sectarian violence that continues to
take the lives of innocent Pakistanis point to
the need to tackle violence and 'extremism
within Pakistan. We welcome the recent
arrests of leaders of ,banned extremist organi-
zations as an indication of the government's
resolve in fighting terrorism within Pakistan.

The second of our major goals vis-ii-vis
Pakistan and its neighbors is to support their
effortsto enhanceregional stability. The pop-
ulation of t1).isregion is vast, but so is the
amount of weaponry that exists ~ including
enough nuclear weapons to wreak untold dev-
astation over the sub-continent. Yet this is
also the region of the world with perhaps the
highest level of untapped human and econom-
ic potential anywhere - potential that, if fully
exploited, couid change the international eco-
nomic and social landscape in fundamental
ways. For this to happen, regional political
and military stability must be ensured. The
trends today are positive: Pakistan is working
with Afghanistan and India to overcome the
historical tensions and distrust that have col-

g~~~;;~~~t~ 'h~~~udis~pt~d"h;~ bia~k ~~~k~{
proliferation network. That network's disman-
tlement must be complete and irreversible.

A third priority area in which we are
involved is helpingPakistanto strengthenits
economic, social, political, and democratic
development. We are currentlyundertakinga
broad ranging multi-billion dollar, multi-year
assistance program that should contribute to
the economic and social development of
Pakistan. This program, which I will detail in
a moment, includes development assistance,
balance-of-payment support, and some trade
and investment support.

Pakistan's commitment to the further
advancement of democracy and human rights is
central to its efforts to build a stable, positive
future for its people. America wants to see
strong Pakistani democratic institutions and
practices, including a National Assembly,
Senate, and Provincial Assemblies that playa
vigorous and positive role in governance and an
independent judiciary that promotes the rule of
law. We also would like to see Pakistan's civil
society play an active role in governance.
Democratic institutions are required if Pakistan
is to thrive economically and to develop further
into an enlightened and moderate Muslim state.

A fourth area of US interest is our desire to
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in'Foreign Policy towards Pakistan'I. ~ - .., -c-" - ~ ~Zi_~="",,=~
incfeaseun..d$rstandil'jgb.ptweenthe peopleof girls and boys of Pakistan. Justwithin the last importance that trade and foreign investment

(e thetS andPakistan.'Thereis currentlysignifi- year,we have trained 2,500Pakistaniteachers play in economicdevelopment For this reason,
&e cantmistrustandlackof understandingbetween both here and in the United States;introduced U. S. Government agencies, including our
nt us; for our part, we are intent on working to early childhood education programs in more Export hnport Bank and our OverseasPrivate

'ss reducethesegaps. As peoplecomingfrom dif- than200 schools;providedclassroommaterials InvestmentCorporation,areproviding hundreds ~
u- ferent cultures and historical experiences,W

,

e and playground equipment; refurbished 1,200 of millionsof dollars in credit facilities,insur- ~ $J
Id, maynot always agreewith eachother; but we schools;andestablished100literacycentersfor ance,loans,andloanguaranteesin orderto sup- \ }'J
n- mustcontinueto strive to listen better and to outof schoolyouthand adults. We are helping port the importationof Americanproductsand
ld attemptto understandthe other's pointof view. District Education Officers in Sindh and the extensionof creditsby Americanbanks to ~
to Justthis month,we haveinstituteda oncea Balochistanimproveplanning,budgeting,and financeprojectsandcompaniesinPakistan. FIe month internetwebchat to increasecommuni- management We are also rebuildingand fur- We also have a growing array of security {

,

in cation between Embassy officers and the nishing130schoolsin FATA. We will expand assistanceprograms. After9111,weinitiateda \
Ir-Pakistani public. Ourfirstweb chatwas about theseprogramsin the comingyear. $73 millionprogramto help Pakistansecureits \..
Ie visapolicy,andmorethan350Pakistanislogged And,whilewehavegivenparticularfocus borderwithAfghanistanagainsttraffickingin ~of in to obtain informationabout visa rules and to Sindhand Balochistan,the two regionswith weapons,drugs,andother contrabandandinfil- .

regulations.Wehavealsorecentlyexpandedthe the poorestsocialand economicindicators,we trationby terrorists. For theMinistryof Interior
Voiceof America'smediumwavebroadcaststo are alsoactivehere in Punjab. Wearecollabo- we have providedan aviationwingof ten helii:\

,12hoursa day,andbegunFMbroadcastingfor rating with the Lahore-basedNGO Bunyad, copters and 3. fixed wipg aircraft,over 1,0~ ~
the first time. which has established 100 literary centers in the vehicles, communications equipment, and

We are continuing to expand our cultural province. And working with the Higher assisted in the construction of border outposts.
and exchange programs, one of the important Education Commission, we are providing merit Related training and technical assistance also
waysin whichwe can buildbridgesamongour and need-basedscholarshipsfor 1000Pakistani are being provided. We are expandingpro-
citizens. In the past three years, through a myr- students to study business and agriculture in grams in the Federal Administered Tribal Areas
iad of educational, cultural, and visitor exchange eleven of the best universities in the country, (FATA) with $24 million for construction of
programs, more than 400 Pakistanis have visited including three in Punjab. Here is Lahore, we roads to provide law enforcement access and
the US as guests of the US government also continue to take pride in LUMS, a center of promote economic development in currently
Although it is true that we have, for legitimate excellence that was established with a founding inaccessible areas, and $1.5 million for training,
securityreasons,tightenedvisaandentryproce- grantfromUSAID. equipment,and outpostconstruction.
dures to the US, and while we are intent on hnprovinghealth care services,especially Wecontinueto providePakistanwithcount- ( ~

enforcing laws with regard to the length and sta- for women and children, is also a key USAID er-narcotics and law enforcement assistance. ~
tus of stay,the UnitedStatesremainsopen to objective. Thousands of rural women now Our counter-narcoticsprogramfocuseson sns-
visitorsfrom all nations - for education,for receive reproductivehealth servicesthat they tainingPakistan'sconsiderablesuccessin opium
tourism,andforbusiness. I fullyrecognizethat couldnotobtainbefore. A new$53millionpro- cropreduc

,

tion, which has declined substantiallY ~some of you have been inconvenienced by our gram will establish model maternal and child over the past 10years with the help of alternative
tightened visa and entry regulations, but we are health services in ten districts. This program will crops, aggressive eradication, road building, irri-O ~
workinghardto streamlineourprocedures.As bepartof a nationaleffortledby theMinistryof giltion,and potablewater programs. Our law'
Secretaryof StateColinPowell,recentlywrote: Health. USAIDis also helpingto decreasethe enforcement assistance program provides an

"The UShas alwayswelcomedvisitors,as spreadof polio: thisyear,USAID'scontribution arrayof training,technicalassistance,andsome
befitsa nationof immigrants. Whileterrorists of $2.1 million will fund door-to-door immu- commoditiesto enhancelaw enforcementcapa-
have done materialharm to the US, they will nization campaigns;aiming at eliminating polio bilities. Next year,we will increaseour aid in
neverdestroythe essential,embracingspirit of from Pakistan. In Punjab,we're working to theseareasto approximately$40million.
America. ,Please pardon the inconvenience improve services in four districts: Rawalpindi, We are assisting Pakistan's counter-terror-
while we are adjustingto new circumstances. Jhelum, Khanwal and DG Khan. We have ism capabilitiesby providinginnovativetech-
Butrestassured:in everysense,Americaisstill signed agreementswith six Punjab NGOs to nologiesand equipment,includinga st\ndard-
openfor business," implementHIVIAIDSawarenessandprevention izedfmgerprintsystem. Weare also helpingto
~USAssistanceto Pakistan programs,andsupportKeySocialMarketingand train and equip federal and provincial units

, Let me turn now to our assistance programs Green Star networks to make safe and affordable responsible for counter terrolislI} investigations
tG-P1IIttsttmtedaJ'..1'heyreflectourinterestinall.-mmilyplanning.cavailabletoall. andoperations. "=, -- '"-- -"
the policygoalsI havediscussed,and are, I Goodgovernancehas a criticalrole to In militaryassistance,ForeignMilitary
believe,a testamentto America'scommitment play in reducingpoverty and we are support- Financing(FMF)grant money is used to pur-
to builda strong,deep,and long-termrelation- ing several of the Government's initiatives. chaseUSmilitaryequipment,maintenance,and
shipbetweenour twonations. . This year, USAID awarded grants in 11 training. Weare continuingto increaseour lev-

Since 9111and the resumption of an assis- DIstricts (four of which are here in Punjab) els of militaryassistance: $75millionin FY02,
tance relationship, the United States has provid- . that have brought communities, local govern- $225 million in FY03, $75 million in FY04 plus
eel a multi-billion dollar, multi-faceted assis- ments, and the private sector together to an additional $235 million for the delivery of 26
tartcepackageto Pakistan\ In this fiscalyear address local concerns, such as water sanita- Bell412 helicopters,and a projected$300 mil-
2004, the year ending at tile end of September,. tion, small irrigation channels and access lion per year for the next five years.
the US Government has provided pearly $400 roads. A Self-Help program has already IMET, the International Military Education
mil.lio~dollars in grant ~i.stanc~ tD Pakis~. a'Yarded 5 ~mall grants to P,!njab communiti~s and T~aining, was res,!med in Novembe~ 2001
This mclud<;s:-$200 million Iff EconomlC with great Ideason how to Impmvethe qualI- followmga lO-year hiatus. Through thIS pro-
Support Funds that has eased Pakistan's dij/)t ty of life within their towns and villages. gram, over the past three years, over 600
burden, $75 million in social 'and economic Another important area is legislative strength- Pakistani officers and soldiers have attended US
development assistance, $75 mimon in for,eign ening. Pakistani NGOs are now working military schools, ttaining courses, and US-spon-
militaryfinanceto helpsupportPakistan'smili- with national and provincial legislators to soredexercisesthat, in additionto the training,
tary and security preparedness, and $31 million build strong relations between legislative bod- also strengthens interoperability and cultural
to enhance the effectiveness of Pakistan's ies and civil society in orderto improve poli- understanding. Pakistan is now one of the
efforts in border security, law enforcement cy analysis and decision-making. Here in largest recipients of US military training support
development,andcounter-narcotics.JI' Punjab, we are working through PILDAT of any countryin the world: in the next fiscal

As youare all well aware,PresidentBlliifl [Pakistan Institute for Legislative year, we will dedicate$2 million to this pro-
hasmadea commitment to Pakistanto seek\a Developmentand Transparency] to train all gram. In addition,therearecurrently12young
further$3 billion in aid over five years - or members of the Legislative Assembly in PakistanimilitaryofficersattendingUSwarcol-
$600 million per year - beginning in fiscal year developing systems for improving access to leges and military academies.
2005. We expect half this amount t - $300 mil- information and bringing public views into These are some of the important programs
liona year- willbe foreconomicanddevelop- the legislativeprocess. currentlybeingimplementedby the USin close
mentassistance,whilean equalamountwillgo The fourth areaof USAIDassistanceis cre- partnershipwith a myriadof Pakistanigovern-
towardssecurityand militaryaid. For the fIrSt ating economicopportunitiesand jobs for the rnent and non-governmentorganizations. The
of thesefiveyears,PresidentBushrequestedan poor. USAID is providingmicro-creditand amountsof aidareimpressive,as arethebreadth
additional $100 million for a total of approxi- microfinance services to help create economic of areas included. The United States and
mately $700 million il\ 2005. Th\Srequ~st, sub-' activity in particularly disadvantaged areas, Pakistan are developing multi-year progranlS
jectto Congressionalapproval,includes: especiallyin Sindhand Balochistan. In Punjab, that testifyto a mutual commitmentto a strong

USAID is supporting tluee NGOs to provide aiJd enduring bilateral relationship.
creditto entrepreneurs,includingthe Centerof Today,Pakistan and the UnitedStatesare
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I $bUUmUllonperyear- oegmnmg1IlIlSl:!ll ycw
. 2005.Weexpecthalf this amountt - $300mil-

lion a year- will befor economicanddevelop-
mentassistance,while an equalamountwill go
towardssecurityandmilitary aid. For the first
of thesefive years,PresidentBushrequestedan
additional$100 million for a total of approxi-
mately$700million ill 2005, Th\srequ~st,sub-'
jectto Congressionalapproval,includes:

. $200million ill budgetsupport

. $150millionforvariousUSAID develop-
mentprograms,and,

. approximately$50millionto enhancebor-
dersecurity,lawenforcementdevelopment,
counter-narcotics,andnon-proliferation.

. $300millionin militaryandsecurityaid

. $2millionformilitaryeducationandtraining

rLet me highlight our USAID development
programs,whicharefocusedin foursectors- edu-
cation, health, governance,and micro-finance)

Our flagship is the five-year, $100 million
education program with the Ministry of
Education to provide quality education for the
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information and bringing public views into
the legislative process.

The fourth areaof USAID assistanceis cre-
ating economic opportunitiesand jobs for the
poor. USAID is providing micro-credit and
microfmanceservicesto help createeconomic
activity in particularly disadvantagedareas,
especiallyin SindhandBalochistan. In Punjab,
USAID is supporting three NGOs to provide
credit to entrepreneurs,including the Centerof
Women's Development in urban Lahore, the
Rural Community Development Society, and
the PunjabRural SupportProgram. The goalof
theseprogramsis to supportthoseentrepreneurs
who have "outgrown" traditional micro-credit,

,and whosebusinessesrequire larger loans. To
date,cumulativedisbursementsamountto 2.85
million rupeesfor 56 entrepreneurs.Wearealso
helping small and medium enterprisesdevelop
better businessstrategiesso they can increase
profits andcreateemployment.

It is important to recall, however,that eco-
nomic prosperity does not come from direct

, assistance alone. We also recognize the vital

--.O-Theseare someof the importantprograms
currentlybeing implementedby the US in close
partnershipwith a myriad of Pakistanigovern-
ment and non-governmentorganizations. The
amountsof aid areimpressive,asarethebreadth
of areas included. The United States and
Pakistan are developing multi-year programs
that testify to a mutual commitmentto a strong
andenduringbilateral relationship.

Today,Pakistanand the United Statesare
working together on some commonly shared
goals: fighting the destructivescourgeof vio-
lenceandterror,establishingpeacein security in
this critical part of the globe; enhancingeco-
nomic growth, social developmentand demo-
craticgovernance;and,increasingmutualunder-
standing between our people. Each of our
nations defines thesegoals as important to its
own national interests. It is the convergence
todayof theseintereststhat rendersour partner-
ship particularly strongandvital.

It was a pleasuresharing these thoughts
with you this evening,and I look forward now
to takingyourquestions..


