VIEW: Is this stupidity or what? —Kamran Shafi
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The targeting of Pakistan is taking on such a threatening din that even General-President Pervez Musharraf himself, Dubya’s ‘tight’ buddy to boot, has had to personally deny what a mere Major General of the American army had to say about the Taliban regrouping in Pakistan

We simply have to be the world’s most unique people, a point I have made often in the past, proved one more time in these dangerous days when the clouds of war and strife are gathering on the horizon and we go on playing our zero-sum games: arguing about whether Pervez Musharraf will do the right thing and put himself up for election after the Mother of All Elections and what we’ll do to him if he gets himself elected by the present horse-traded assemblies. Or about whether the Mother of All Elections itself will be fair — an election foretold with the General-President ruling, if you ask me — and whether we will boycott it or not. 

This is not all. At a time that the whole country has to come together to face the mounting danger, contentious issues such as the building of large dams over the heads of the dissenting federating units that already feel hard done by, are also being bandied about. Is this stupidity or what? 

For we are going on as heretofore, the mendacious establishment arrogating to itself the right to do as it wills with, and to, the ‘other’ provinces in other instances too: whether it means the selling off of Sindhi islands to foreign interests, or disgracing a Baloch leader by putting him in a cage during the hearing being held inside Karachi jail, of the evidently spurious case against him. Pakistani is being pitched against Pakistani when every Tom, Dick, and Harry is hurling every manner of threat at our country and at our region.

Consider: every statement coming out of the various agencies of the United States government, every study being done by American think-tanks, every sentence that leaves the mouth of Afghanistan’s presumptive ‘President’ Hamid Karzai, ludicrously clad in his ludicrous chogha that nobody else in Afghanistan would even dream of wearing, are pointers to the very difficult and hairy days that our region faces in the immediate future. The canvas upon which the coming aggressive acts are being planned is vast indeed; acts which will destabilise for centuries this part of the world. It is not only Iran that is being threatened; Pakistan too, as often pleaded in this column, is firmly in the American cross hairs. 

Consider the following news reports: On Pakistan specifically, John Negroponte, the future Deputy Secretary of State and incumbent intelligence czar, is quoted in much of the very recent press reports saying words to the effect that while “Pakistan is a frontline partner in the war on terror, it remains a major source of Islamic extremism and the home for some top terrorist leaders”. 

The targeting of Pakistan is taking on such a threatening din that even General-President Pervez Musharraf himself, Dubya’s ‘tight’ buddy to boot, has had to personally deny what a mere Major General of the American army had to say about the Taliban regrouping and training in Pakistan. The news report reads as under: “President Gen Pervez Musharraf on Monday rejected US Maj Gen Benjamin Freakley’s claim that Jalaluddin Haqqani was operating from inside Pakistan to foment violence in Afghanistan, and said that the ‘baseless allegations’ could harm Pak-US cooperation in the war on terror.” 

Read on: “Pakistan on Monday rejected statements made by John Negroponte, director of US intelligence, that Al Qaeda was regrouping from a secure hideout in Pakistan, and warned against any pre-emptive strike. ‘This is unacceptable ... Pakistan will not tolerate this,’ Foreign Office spokeswoman Tasnim Aslam told reporters at a weekly news briefing.” Ms Aslam was referring to a reported quote by Negroponte to a US Senate committee regarding the possibility of an Indian pre-emptive strike against Pakistan-based terror groups.

There is more. Mr Khalid Hasan filed a report in this newspaper on 16th January from Washington DC about American plans to attack Iran. The report, concerning a meeting between Dubya, Cheney, new Defence Secretary Gates and Secretary of State Rice, reads, in part: “The source further said that although Gates and Rice suggested postponing the attack, Bush and Cheney insisted on attacking Tehran without any negotiations, ‘based on the lesson they learnt in Iraq recently.’ The Bush administration believes attacking Iran will create a new power balance in the region, calm down the situation in Iraq and weaken the Syrian regime, which will eventually fade away.” (I ask you! Dubya, no doubt due to his fabled intelligence, has learnt exactly the wrong lesson from Iraq).

There, then, you have the gist of the menacing and extremely dangerous moves being made in our immediate neighbourhood by countries intent on doing us great harm, and here we are at each other’s throats. The responsibility for which rests, of course, first and foremost with the junta that lords it over us at the moment; indeed, more than the junta, with Pervez Musharraf himself, to whose tune the rest of the junta dance their silly steps.

What needs to be done has often been suggested in this space, so often in fact that it is becoming boring. But let me be boring (and get bored) for yet another time in the hope that someone, somewhere, will listen. The only thing to do is to truly reconcile the country — the establishment with the people; Islamabad with the provinces; provinces with other provinces; political parties with the establishment and the army; and politician with politician, through a Truth and Reconciliation Commission. All Pakistanis must come together, admit their past mistakes and resolve to travel on the same path in the future: the constitutional path.

Making solo deals with a particular political party will help neither that political party, nor Pervez Musharraf, nor the institution of the army, nor indeed the poor old country. All it will do is to polarise politics even further, and pit again, region against region and province against province, making the country even more vulnerable than it is. We, all of us, need to put our shoulders to the wheel, for surely even Musharraf, brave commando though he is, needs all the help he can get at this delicate time.

Meanwhile, the country is being ill served by the junta in every possible way: Just look at the law and order situation. If a senior law officer of the Mother of All Provinces, still more the seat of Pakistan’s ruling clan, can be murdered in broad daylight in Lahore despite his many bodyguards, what will become of the rest of us? Look at the white lies being told by public officials. Just a few days ago, this same newspaper had this to say: “Member (Power) of Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) Anwer Khalid told the subcommittee of the National Assembly Public Accounts Committee on Friday that there was currently no load shedding in the country.” No load shedding in the country? Then why do we have no power for up to an hour at a time, at least once, and mostly two or three times a day where I live?



Bushism of the Week: “And truth of the matter is, a lot of reports in Washington are never read by anybody. To show you how important this one is, I read it, and our guest read it.” — President George W Bush; speaking along with Prime Minister Tony Blair about the Baker-Hamilton Report, Washington, D.C., Dec. 7, 2006
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