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At the Asia Society no one applauded at the submission of arguments by our presidential envoys. But, when an audience member told the envoys that they were “trying to sell something which is totally unsellable” there was applause all over

On November 30, Dr Nasim Ashraf, Minister of State, Government of Pakistan, Chairman, National Commission for Human Development, Barrister Mohammad Ali Saif, Minister of Tourism and Youth Affairs, Government of Pakisan and Ms Kashmala Tariq, former member National Assembly of Pakistan, were all in Asia Society’s New York headquarters on 725 Park Avenue. Their mission: To “persuade lawmakers and the public to support President Pervez Musharraf’s decision to suspend the constitution and arrest prominent lawyers and judges.” The session was moderated by Ambassador Nicholas Platt, America’s Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Pakistan, Philippines and Zambia.

The Asia Society is a pan-Asian organisation aspiring to “strengthen relationships and promote understanding among the people, leaders and institutions of Asia and the United States.” The Asia Society, founded in 1956, now has officies in Hong Kong, Houston, Los Angeles, Manila, Melbourne, Mumbai, New York, San Francisco, Shanghai and Washington, DC.

Let’s talk about building Pakistan’s image abroad. Here are some of the arguments presented by the three presidential envoys (the entire session is available on http://www.asiasociety.org/resources/pak istan_113007.html).

Argument: Dr Nasim Ashraf argued that the Supreme Court of Pakistan had begun releasing “terrorists” and thus the highest court in Pakistan had to be stopped from letting terrorists roam free.

Message: The Supreme Court of Pakistan supports terrorism.

Argument: Barrister Saif said that the Chief Justice of Pakistan “took missing persons cases in which persons were ‘allegedly’ involved in terrorist activities” and was in the process of freeing them.

Message: The Chief Justice of Pakistan supports terrorism.

Fact 1: The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) and the Defence of Human Rights had filed a petition with the Supreme Court of Pakistan with a list of around 200 missing persons. 

Fact 2: The Supreme Court of Pakistan has not ordered the release of any person who had been charged with any crime.

Argument: Barrister Saif said that there is a long list of charges against Chief Justice Chaudhry.

Message: The Chief Justice of Pakistan is corrupt.

Fact: Charges against the Chief Justice of Pakistan were deliberated by an 11-member bench of the Supreme Court of Pakistan and all charges were unanimously dismissed.

Argument: Ms Kashmala Tariq said that the Pakistani “media is independent” and that the “country is moving towards full democracy”.

Message: All is well with the ‘most dangerous country’ while The Washington Post, The New York Times, Newsweek, Time and the San Francisco Chronicle are all lying through their teeth.

At the Asia Society no one applauded at the submission of arguments by our presidential envoys. But, when an audience member told the envoys that they were “trying to sell something which is totally unsellable” there was applause all over. Another member of the audience said that his father was in confinement in Pakistan and asked the presidential envoys “Why do you insist on lying when you come here?”

At the Pakistan Embassy, Dr Nasim Asharaf, addressing Pakistani media persons, said that US lawmakers were “totally supportive” and expressed “confidence in the plan that President Musharraf has outlined for the transition and the roadmap to democracy”. Dr Asharaf further said that US lawmakers had “expressed confidence that he is able to lead to a civilian democratic set up in Pakistan and that is very important.”

The same day, Senator Russ Feingold (Democrat-Wisconsin) told Associated Press that he was “very concerned by their attempts to justify President Musharraf’s unacceptable actions”. Representative Gary Ackerman (Democrat-New York) disclosed that he had told the Pakistani delegation that it is unfortunate that Musharraf “has to try to now return his country to a democracy after he’s denied them that democracy”.

With the caretaker cabinet overflowing with image-builders, Pakistan doesn’t need the Taliban!
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