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THE Nato secretary-general’s visit to Pakistan this week and his meetings with the president and the prime minister seem to have been designed to draw Pakistan more directly into the war against the Taliban in Afghanistan, probably by extending the scope of the Nato operations into Pakistan. Only a few days prior to his visit, he let the cat out of his bag by asserting that the Taliban are as much a threat to Pakistan as they are to Afghanistan and, thereby, hinting at common military operations against the Taliban.

On Tuesday, Pakistan and Nato agreed to institutionalise a political dialogue and expand military cooperation in a bid to develop a relationship beyond the war on terror. And in the context of Afghanistan, both the sides agreed that nation-building, reconstruction and development rather than a military solution was the key to a durable peace and stability in that country. This is what was described as the theme of the meetings which does not explain much as far as the underlying objective or agreement is concerned.

It is interesting to note that the Afghan senate has recently passed a resolution calling upon the government to make efforts to find out the demands of the Taliban and other opposition groups and cease military operations against them in the meantime. But Nato secretary-general Jap de Hoop Scheffer had, as if out of contempt for this resolution, insisted, during his talks with President Musharraf, that “the fight against Taliban must continue.” When a press reporter asked him as to when Nato will be leaving Afghanistan, his blunt reply was “not in the foreseeable future.” It is quite disquieting to realise that Pakistan has already entered into a military pact with Nato for the training of its military personnel in the Nato training institutions. It is not known what military cooperation has Pakistan offered in quid pro quo. It would be a great folly if Pakistan agrees to join Nato’s military operations against the Taliban. Far from weakening the growing resistance of the Taliban, it could only trigger a fierce backlash at home from the elements belonging to various religious militant outfits in the country that have already made their presence felt in the Fata and some settled districts of the NWFP including Charsada. These elements are also knocking at the door of the capital city of Islamabad and threaten to destabilise normal life in other urban areas. The ongoing judicial crisis and the spontaneous mass outpourings of support for the suspended chief justice that was visible during his recent trips and receptions, particularly the one in the heart of Punjab a week ago, has already shaken the regime to its very foundations and has in the process created a situation that seems close to a political uprising. It may also cause a great impact and stirrings among the junior ranks of the armed forces.

Nato had set its sights on Pakistan years ago and it was in pursuit of this strategy that it lost no time in deputing its soldiers in large numbers to participate in the relief operations in the earthquake-affected areas of Pakistan. This writer in his book End of Illusions had already predicted such a design on the part of Nato in view of the fact that while it took no part in the relief operations in the wake of the Tsunami in Indonesia and the hurricane tidal waves in Katrina, it quickly jumped into Pakistan’s quake relief operations.

How fast the US-backed Nato troops are losing ground in Afghanistan and how the Karzai regime is teetering on the brink of a total defeat can be seen from some of the recent developments in that country. General Ekenberry is on record for having conceded that in Afghanistan the number of the suicide attacks increased from 27 in 2005 to 139 in 2006, remotely detonated bombings more than doubled from 783 to 1,677 and armed attacks increased from 1,458 to 4,542 in this period and therefore according to the general the coalition forces in Afghanistan had reached the tipping point. The latest compilation of figures for the last four months of the year 2007 brings out an exponential increase in the rate of the terrorist activities. Former US ambassador to the UN, Richard Holbrook, said the other day that the Karzai government had “lost momentum” and transparency and its erstwhile supporters in Afghanistan are getting alienated and shifting their loyalty to the Taliban and other insurgents. He further stated that there has been a massive wastage of American and European funds and that very little of the billions of dollars received in aid by the Afghan government has gone towards building of roads, schools and hospitals. A former Polish minister quoting Polish commanders in Afghanistan has said that the city of Kandahar has become a “no go area” for both international and Afghan officials.

What a hell has Afghanistan turned out to be can be judged from the statements that the refugees of Katchi Garhi and Tobe Zai camps in Pakistan have made about the Pakistan government. They said, “ let the government of Pakistan throw our women and children into the river Kabul, but at no cost will we go back to Afghanistan” as the situation there “is extremely grim and civilians are being killed, there is no shelter, education, health facilities and employment in the war-shattered country”. The latest report says that 84 per cent of the Afghan refugees in Pakistan scheduled to be repatriated have refused to go back.

How increasingly desperate the situation has become for the US-led Nato troops and the Karzai regime is reflected in the latest developments on the war front in Afghanistan. Sylvie Briand in a write-up circulated by the AFP from Mazar-i-Sharif on March 28 says that several militant leaders who fought against the occupation of Russia and later collaborated with the US forces to topple the Taliban have now become disenchanted with the US-backed Karzai regime and have recently formed a new coalition group called the United National Front which is headed by Prof. Rabbani, a Tajik and a former president of the Northern Alliance government.

Once a sworn enemy of the Taliban in the northern Afghanistan, Prof Rabbani is further reported to have said that leaders of the anti-Soviet war who gained so much of fame, power and money would remain active, influential and powerful enough for a long time.

This claim of Prof Rabbani is well illustrated by the warlords’ unexpected success at the polls in the parliamentary elections and who now enjoy a prestigious status in Afghan parliament and society.

The UN sponsored campaign to disarm the private armies of the warlords has only marginally succeeded. The UN Disarmament of Illegal Arms Group (DIAG) programme launched in 2005 around Kabul “far away from Pakistan” didn’t work well with the result that Afghanistan is still awash with illegal arms in the hands of private militias.

As against the US-led Nato forces and the Karzai regime facing such a desperate situation in Afghanistan, the militants in Afghanistan appear confident of their victory.

