Battlespace Pakistan 
This US intercession in the Indo-Pak clash portends far-reaching strategic connota-tions. 
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PM Modi’s compulsive obsession against everything Pakistani and subcontinental Muslim has adversely affected his statesmanship and decision-making in international as well as domestic political affairs. He seems irretrievably stuck in a time warp of centuries ago, unable to move on. It is clearly much more than just a political strategy to win domestic elections. Regardless, his neurotic fixation on somehow bludgeoning Pakistan into submission has met with repeated, embarrassing failures, even though he has recklessly risked nuclear war to attain that elusive objective. His war-mongering has been most irresponsible, senseless and outright perilous. He stands fully exposed to the world now!
His failed policies may have inadvertently precipitated a massive geopolitical and geostrategic paradigm shift in the region at large. In its penchant to be recognised as the sole hegemon and net security provider in the region, PM Modi’s India has been guilty of launching false flag operations, unfairly castigating Pakistan as a state sponsoring cross-LOC terrorism and then attacking it across international borders. On two occasions, in 2019 (post Pulwama) and 2025 (post Pahalgam), it suffered serious military losses and embarrassments at the hands of the irrepressible Pakistan Armed Forces, especially the redoubtable PAF. The May 2025 Indo-Pak clash was perhaps the turning point when India’s unjust, unsubstantiated cause to launch an unjust war on Pakistan was fully exposed to the international community. The world, and especially the US-led West, recognised the false, concocted Indian narrative, the lack of a credible rationale for the war/clash, the foolhardy risk of a nuclear conflagration and thus felt compelled to recalibrate their approach towards South Asia. Gradually, quite perceptibly, the world gravitated towards accepting Pakistan’s point of view!
Although India is still a designated strategic ally of the US, yet a subtle shift in the latter’s approach to the region is now becoming evident. At the outset of Indian aggression against Pakistan, the US Administration appeared quite nonchalant, almost dismissive of the slugfest more than half a world away. It virtually gave India a carte blanche to establish its hegemony in the Indo-Pak subcontinent and the region. The US, however, had erred grievously in its assessments. It quickly changed tack as the clash proceeded and its strategic ally’s losses started becoming all too obvious, damning and humiliating. From a disinterested, distant global power, it suddenly turned into a very involved broker for cessation of hostilities and peace. Pakistan and its formidable armed forces had outmanoeuvred, outperformed, outdone and outshot the Indian Armed Forces most comprehensively. India had been reduced to launching a pathetic diplomatic and media offensive based on outrageous falsehoods, lies, fabrications, fake news, misinformation, propaganda and unchivalrous claims of chest-thumping military victories that never were. Such caddish, ungallant claims are frowned upon by militaries all over the world. India and its military had fallen from grace and honour! The international community and media soon saw through its ill-founded, desperate, frantic game plan and exposed it for the world to see and revile. India lost all – credibility, international status, stature, clout et al. It suffered severe losses in the air (seven aircraft, one UAV), on the ground, and defeats in the diplomatic and media domains. It was no longer the self-styled centre of gravity, the ostensible powerhouse/leader of South Asia and the region at large, anymore. Imbalanced, unnerved by the overwhelming speed, technological superiority and ferocity of the Pakistani response, it implored the US to intercede and broker a ceasefire. It obliged.
These Indian reverses in the diplomatic and military domains have seriously dented its international image of an ostensible regional power and net security provider. It could not justify its aggression against Pakistan. These diplomatic setbacks were further vitiated by the (non)performance of its military against a domineering Pakistan military. It failed to overwhelm, subdue and coerce Pakistan or impose its will on it. Consequently, it was unable to establish its unequivocal dominance in the Indo-Pak subcontinent, much less in South Asia. Its sphere of influence and strategic reach have thus been drastically circumscribed. Does that reduce it to the status of a mere subcontinental, sub-Asian force? Does this diminish its value as a strategic ally of the US? Ironically, the rhetoric of its Hindutva-inspired BJP government and its sponsored media notwithstanding, it is quite isolated in the region now!
This US intercession in the Indo-Pak clash portends far-reaching strategic connotations. One, contrary to its earlier policies, it now feels compelled to get directly involved in South Asian geopolitical and geostrategic affairs. Perhaps it can no longer outsource the pursuit of its regional interests to India. Two, consequently, it has re-engaged Pakistan on a broad front – diplomatically, economically and militarily. Three, it has revived the pre-Clinton era US policy by re-hyphenating India and Pakistan, much to India’s distress. Four, it has internationalised the Kashmir issue and negated long-held Indian positions on it and third-party mediation. Five, President Trump continuously claimed to have brokered the ceasefire between India and Pakistan and averted a possible nuclear holocaust, despite muted Indian denials. Six, it indirectly confirmed Pakistan’s claims of victory and having downed many Indian fighter aircraft. Seven, it has boosted Pakistan’s international status, where it is now being actively engaged/wooed by the US, China, Russia and other major players.
The massive Indian military failures might have forced the US to get directly involved in South Asia’s evolving strategic environment. China is already a major player in the region and is least likely to cede any strategic space voluntarily. A critical tug-of-war is a foregone conclusion. Both major powers will need Pakistan for their own strategic compulsions. Is a clash between US and Chinese interests and imperatives then inevitable in Pakistan’s battlespace?
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