Battlespace Pakistan P-II
Pakistan is clearly in the crosshairs and seriously needs to look all the gift horse(s) in the mouth. 
Imran Malik 
August 03, 2025 
The evolving strategic environment, post the May 2025 Indo-Pakistan clash, compels both the US and China to secure their vital national interests in the region. Ominously, Pakistan appears to be key to that end, for both powers!
The May 2025 clash totally demolished all Indian pretences to being the regional hegemon. The US might now feel compelled to review its viability as a genuine strategic ally. Can India still help pursue US interests in the region at large or will the US need to create the desired strategic environment for it to be effective against China? However, India, which has failed to overwhelm Pakistan alone, is least likely to be any more effective against China and much less against a joint China-Pakistan front or alliance. So, if India cannot be boosted to take on China, could weakening the Sino-Pakistan strategic partnership work? Pakistan is clearly the weaker link in the affiliation. It could be neutralised through favours or multidimensional coercion – one following the other or both together! Pakistan is clearly in the crosshairs and seriously needs to look all the gift horse(s) in the mouth, very closely!
At the geopolitical level, the US would need to engage nuclear Pakistan quite emphatically and, if possible, wean it away from China. The BRI-CPEC gives China multiple geopolitical, geostrategic and geoeconomic advantages, much to the detriment of US interests in the region. Therefore, the US would want the BRI-CPEC to be delayed, disrupted and/or, if possible, destroyed. However, it is a vital national interest for Pakistan and its future economic lifeline too. Importantly, the US would want to see India as the real hegemon of South Asia and Pakistan quite subservient to it. That would suit US interests against China. However, it would be a very simplistic view of the rather daunting strategic environment of the subcontinent and South Asia. It is undoable. China, on the other hand, would like to reiterate and further solidify its multidimensional strategic partnership with Pakistan.
At the geostrategic level, a very peculiar situation obtains. Three of the world’s most formidable military-nuclear-missile powers – China, India and Pakistan – have a very violent clash of interests in the rather congested strategic environment of the Kashmir region at large. A fourth, and the most powerful one, the US, could get involved, directly or indirectly, were India and China to clash as a part of the larger US-China conflict over Taiwan and the South China Sea. Kashmir, in the truest sense of the term, is the most sensitive nuclear flashpoint in the world! Furthermore, about 80–90% of Indian forces are either deployed or poised against Pakistan, whose forces literally fix them in situ. They deny them any inter- or intra-sector movement or manoeuvre against China. This deters India from generating any major efforts against China. The US would like to change all that. It would want Pakistan to allow Indian forces complete freedom of action against China – a repeat of the 1962 Sino-India war? Pakistan is least likely to repeat its errors of yore! China, on the other hand, would want to maintain the status quo on the LOC and LAC and keep the Indian forces irreversibly entangled on multiple fronts. It would want the Indian forces to remain fixed and embroiled by Pakistani forces, unable to move or manoeuvre against its forces.
All said and done, the main pillars/thrust/imperatives of US policy (offshore balancing?) towards India, China and the region will not change any time soon. It will still require India as a bulwark of sorts against China, its poor military-diplomatic performance against Pakistan notwithstanding. China, on the other hand, will reinforce its strategic partnership with Pakistan. Thus, two opposing poles are likely to emerge: US-India and China-Pakistan! This is likely to generate a very complex albeit sensitive strategic environment in the larger South Asian region. Any violent conflict or clash of interests between these antagonistic groups could spell disaster for the region and the world!
The US would thus want to see a weakening of Pakistan’s strategic partnership with China and may move accordingly. At the moment, diplomatic moves are being made by both the major powers to improve their current levels of influence in the region. Favours might be in the air. However, regardless of what the US offers Pakistan, it will not upset the critical strategic balance in the region by any measure. It might offer some economic relief, investment in minerals, rare earth metals, counter-terrorism assistance, etc. They are unlikely to be battle-winning factors for Pakistan. Unless Pakistan concedes to US demands, it could face multidimensional coercion from not only the US-led West, its Arab allies but also from the IFIs. Pakistan’s economy is its Achilles’ heel. It is clearly its most critical strategic vulnerability which restricts its options drastically.
Thus far, Pakistan seems to be playing its cards quite well. Its representatives have held fruitful discussions in Washington DC and Beijing. It is carrying out a balanced tightrope walk. For Pakistan it must not be a zero-sum game; one or the other. It must maintain good relations with both powers, each quite independent of the other. The relations with one must not adversely affect the relationship with the other. Will it be allowed to follow such a policy for long? Regardless of cost, Pakistan must never pursue alien interests at the cost of its own. Period. However, when push comes to shove, Pakistan must consider the history of its relations with both powers very minutely, very closely. Thereafter, it must decide to pursue its vital national interests single-mindedly, without fear or favour! (On the Right Side of Future, by this scribe, 
Imran Malik
The writer is a retired brigadier of the Pakistan Army. He can be reached at im.k846@gmail.com and tweets @K846Im.

