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The Marke-e-Haq has been a turning point in Pakistan’s military history. The Pakistan Armed Forces delivered on the commitment made to the people of Pakistan in accordance with their oath. The Pakistan Army used Fatah-1 and Fatah-2 missiles and long-range artillery, while the Air Force employed precision munitions, loitering munitions, and integrated space, cyber, and electronic warfare, targeting 26 objectives in IIOJK and mainland India. On the LoC, the ground forces targeted the Indian Army’s forward headquarters, logistic installations, and forward positions and posts until the opposing side raised white flags. The Marke-e-Haq was an example of coordination and synergy between the Army, the Air Force, and other elements of national power. After Marke-e-Haq, Pakistan’s geostrategic profile has risen, and it has emerged as a net security stabiliser in the region. The world now views Pakistan as a peer competitor to India, and the conflict has significantly altered perceptions of Pakistan. In a historic decision, the Government of Pakistan elevated COAS General Asim Munir to the rank of Field Marshal. The decision was made to convey national gratitude for his strategic leadership in defending Pakistan’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. He led the Pakistan Army with courage and determination and coordinated the operations with the PAF and PN during Marke-e-Haq and Bunyan Un Marsous.
The 27th Amendment abolished the post of Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) and replaced it with the newly created position of Commander of the National Strategic Command. The President approved the Pakistan Army Act, Pakistan Air Force Act, and Pakistan Navy Ordinance amendment bills 2025, passed by Parliament. Under the revised Act, the Army Chief will concurrently hold the office of Chief of Defence Forces for a period of five years. The most important question is why it is essential for an Army Chief to serve as the Chief of Defence Forces. The Pakistan Army is the largest force, most involved in national security and defence, with strategic decisions primarily made by its leadership. Pakistan’s geography naturally necessitates a land-oriented defensive posture. Consequently, Pakistan’s defence planning is primarily land-centric, focusing on the major threat from the East (India). Pakistan shares a long 3,133-kilometre border with India, which includes 700 kilometres of the Line of Control (LoC), 193 kilometres of the Working Boundary, and 2,240 kilometres of the International Border. The major wars of 1948, 1965, 1971, Siachen, and Kargil were primarily land operations.
The threat from the western borders remains significant, as Pakistan shares a 2,641-kilometre land border with Afghanistan. The western border is frequently the site of ground attacks, counterterrorism operations, and ongoing border security challenges. Therefore, both the eastern and western borders involve land-based threats that have been the largest and most persistent since 1947. The Army has the largest personnel, intelligence, and logistic networks; therefore, it handles the majority of operational responsibilities. Joint operations always revolve around land-based planning. Historically, the Soviet Red Army became the core of Soviet strategy as the Navy and Air Force played a supportive role on the Eastern Front. Nazi Germany’s strategy was based on panzer offensives and rapid territorial conquest to keep pressure on the enemy. During the Vietnam War, the US had overwhelming air and naval superiority; however, the strategic focus remained on securing territory and ground-based operations. During the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, despite overwhelming air superiority, the control of valleys and dominating mountains was decisive. Moreover, the Mujahideen insurgency was a land-based challenge. Pakistan’s defence planning is indeed land-centric due to geography and history. That is why Army leadership dominates and why many agree that the CDF should come from the Army. The appointment of the CDF is of great significance. He will be responsible for overseeing multi-domain operations with strategic authority. Command and control will be streamlined as decision-making will be faster during crises. There will be better coordination between the Army, Navy, and Air Force. When the same person controls both the Army and other services during operations, it will facilitate long-term defence planning and military modernisation. A person serving as both Army Chief and Chief of Defence Forces is considered important because it will improve coordination across all services, enhance 
strategic planning, and facilitate single-point military advice.
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