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In the shifting chessboard of global politics, Pakistan’s uniform has found a new voice, and it speaks the language of diplomacy with the same steel it carries on the battlefield. Field Marshal Asim Munir, Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff, has transformed military diplomacy into a strategic instrument, redefining how Pakistan engages with the world. Not through routine communiqués, but through direct presence, handshakes, and an aura that makes adversaries uneasy and allies reassured.
Munir’s diplomacy is not soft power dressed up; it is hard power conveyed with civility. In a world where India is hyped as the West’s darling, Pakistan’s military chief has become the country’s most effective envoy, bridging gaps, winning respect, and forcing acknowledgment that Pakistan is no longer to be ignored.
Munir’s multiple interactions with Chinese leadership reinforced that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was not just a road-and-port project, but the artery of Pakistan’s future.
Take Washington. In December 2023, Munir visited the United States at a time when Islamabad’s economy was struggling and India’s influence appeared unshakable. His meetings with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Secretary of State Antony Blinken were not perfunctory photo-ops. General Michael E. Kurilla, Commander of U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM), went on record in Congress to hail Pakistan as a “phenomenal partner in the counter-terrorism world.” The weight of those words was unmistakable: at a time when the U.S. was recalibrating away from Afghanistan and eyeing India, it was Pakistan that remained indispensable in countering ISIS-K and ensuring regional stability.
If Washington was about strategic reassurance, Beijing was about cementing destiny. Munir’s multiple interactions with Chinese leadership reinforced that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was not just a road-and-port project, but the artery of Pakistan’s future. Meetings in 2024 underlined cooperation in security for Gwadar and Gilgit-Baltistan, ensuring that no sabotage-whether foreign-funded terrorism or regional plots-could derail the partnership. Chinese officials, who rarely use warm superlatives, acknowledged Pakistan’s military as “the backbone of CPEC’s security.” For Beijing, Munir was more than a soldier, he was the guarantor of a $62 billion vision.
But it is the Arab world where Munir’s diplomacy truly shone. In Riyadh, he met Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, reviving a warmth that had cooled under Imran Khan’s tenure. Saudi Arabia pledged new investments in Pakistan’s mining sector, particularly Reko Diq, signaling that Munir’s word carried trust. In Abu Dhabi, his engagement with Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed translated into UAE’s commitment to infrastructure projects and energy cooperation. In Doha, Qatar’s emir welcomed Pakistan’s role in regional security, and fresh defense agreements quietly followed. These weren’t ceremonial visits; they were cash, contracts, and credibility for Pakistan at a time of dire need.
Turkey, always an ally in spirit, saw renewed defense ties. Ankara hosted Munir with military honors in mid-2024, and discussions ranged from drone technology to joint naval exercises. Turkey’s defense industry, already collaborating on MILGEM warships, opened further avenues for Pakistan to modernize its arsenal without bowing to Western strings.
Even Tehran, once viewed with suspicion, became part of Munir’s diplomatic map. His meetings with Iranian counterparts were frank: cross-border terrorism had to end. For the first time in years, joint border coordination centers began functioning with real effectiveness. Trade through Taftan picked up, showing that Pakistan could manage ties with Iran without jeopardizing relations with the Gulf.
To the West, Munir’s voice carried weight in Europe. His visits to Brussels and meetings with EU officials were not just about aid or optics; they were about reshaping Pakistan’s narrative. He spoke of counterterrorism, climate resilience, and regional trade corridors. European diplomats, often skeptical, found in him a soldier who could articulate Pakistan’s stakes better than a dozen press briefings.
Belarus, often overlooked in Pakistan’s foreign matrix, became another station in Munir’s campaign. His outreach in Minsk expanded defense and industrial cooperation-tractors, optics, and technology exchanges. Belarus may not be a superpower, but in the emerging multipolar world, every handshake matters, and Munir ensured Pakistan did not leave gaps.
The most surprising chapter, however, unfolded closer to home. Bangladesh-estranged since 1971-took the first step in January 2025 by sending Lieutenant General S M Kamr-ul-Hassan to Rawalpindi. Munir, alongside Chairman Joint Chiefs General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, received him with rare cordiality. The symbolism was undeniable: Dhaka and Islamabad signaling that outsiders cannot dictate brotherly ties. Later, finance ministers Ishaq Dar and A H M Mustafa Kamal, and foreign secretaries Amna Baloch and Masud Bin Momen, quietly resumed bilateral talks. Contentious issues-1971, compensation, recognition-surfaced, but trade resumed: rice imports from Dhaka reached Karachi, visa relaxations were announced, and cultural exchanges restarted after half a century. This was not nostalgia; it was strategy: Pakistan breaking India’s monopoly over South Asian alignments.
Afghanistan, too, could not be left out. Munir’s engagement with the Taliban government was blunt: terror safe havens in Kunar and Kandahar were unacceptable. Pakistan’s military pressure, coupled with backchannel talks, forced Kabul into joint security mechanisms. Border management at Torkham and Chaman showed slow but visible improvement, even if challenges remain. For Pakistan, the message was clear: diplomacy with Kabul would always be backed by force if necessary.
What emerges from this whirlwind of diplomacy is a portrait of a soldier who has made diplomacy his new battlefield. Munir’s critics may call it militarization of foreign policy, but his supporters argue it is Pakistan’s salvation. In a fractured political system, with governments changing and parties locked in endless feuds, it is Munir’s consistency that gives foreign capitals confidence. Allies know whom to call; adversaries know whom to reckon with.
For Pakistan, this is not merely prestige. These engagements brought hard outcomes: Saudi and UAE investments, U.S. recognition of Pakistan’s counter-terror role, Chinese reaffirmation of CPEC, Turkish and Belarusian defense deals, Iranian trade stabilization, European dialogue, and a breakthrough with Bangladesh. Each step reinforced that Pakistan, despite economic fragility, has diplomatic weight, and it is the uniform that carried it.
The world has learned to respect Pakistan not because it is the richest or the most stable, but because it is resilient and strategically positioned. And in Field Marshal Asim Munir, Pakistan has found a warrior-diplomat who knows that in the 21st century, battles are not only fought with guns and tanks, but also with handshakes, trade pacts, and strategic alliances.
Where politicians stumble, he advances. Where bureaucrats hesitate, he asserts. And where enemies plot, he counters with calm but unyielding resolve. Pakistan’s image abroad may still be debated in think tanks and op-eds, but in the corridors of power-from Washington to Beijing, Riyadh to Dhaka-the verdict is unanimous: Pakistan cannot be ignored, because its warrior-diplomat is already seated at the table.
The writer is a journalist, TV presenter & column writer. She can be reached via her Instagram account @farihaspeaks

