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Pakistan is going through a critical yet crucial time in its history where the threat from every side is looming. The nation has given a befitting reply to India and its heinous designs during the May standoff, but the specter of Indian aggression continues to shadow the region. Beyond the conventional threat, Indian-sponsored terrorism through proxies like the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) poses another grave challenge.
Even more concerning is Afghanistan’s role in harboring these Indian-sponsored terrorists who are sowing unrest across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. These are not isolated incidents – they form a web of hybrid warfare aimed at destabilizing Pakistan’s peace and progress. Despite these external challenges, Pakistan has made remarkable diplomatic progress in recent months. The country’s efforts to rebuild ties with the United States and its growing credibility on the global stage have opened new avenues for economic cooperation and international goodwill. Yet, as Pakistan looks toward prosperity, a darker challenge festers within – a hidden enemy far more dangerous than the ones across the border.
It is far easier to defend borders than to fight betrayal from within.
Pakistan’s military might is beyond question. From defending the eastern front to eradicating terror networks in the west, the Pakistan Army has proven its strength, professionalism, and resilience time and again. However, the real battle today lies not across the borders but within – against those who provide refuge and narrative cover to terrorists while wearing the mask of innocence. This hidden enemy thrives not through weapons, but through deception, disinformation, and disloyalty. It is far easier to defend borders than to fight betrayal from within. When certain elements within society conspire with foreign powers, the struggle transforms from defense to survival. The wounds inflicted by internal treachery cut deeper than those caused by any external foe, because they strike at the very soul of national unity.
Amid this, certain groups like the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM) and National Democratic Movement (NDM) have chosen to exploit sensitive narratives under the guise of rights and justice. While Pakistan’s security forces and countless Pashtuns continue to fight shoulder-to-shoulder for peace, PTM’s leadership echoes propaganda that serves enemy agendas. Instead of standing with their people and the state in the fight against terrorism, they amplify false narratives, distort facts and attempt to delegitimize Pakistan’s counterterrorism sacrifices. In times when the nation desperately needs unity, PTM’s rhetoric serves as a wedge, dividing rather than healing. Their selective outrage and silence on TTP atrocities expose their double standards. Waving Afghan flags and echoing Kabul’s narrative is not about defending Pashtun rights, but about destabilizing Pakistan from within. Even in moments of national crisis, PTM persists in sowing chaos. Under the pretext of activism, its sympathizers provide moral and sometimes physical shelter to those aiding terrorism. They question the integrity of Pakistan’s defenders while conveniently ignoring the bloodshed inflicted by TTP and its Afghan sanctuaries. Such conduct is not dissent; it is defiance against the very state that protects their rights and ensures their survival.
Pakistan’s war is not against any ethnicity or community. It is against terrorism, extremism, and foreign interference in all forms. The sacrifices made by both the armed forces and the civilians of KPK and Balochistan are living proof of this reality. Every drop of blood shed, whether by a soldier on the front line or a villager caught in an attack testifies to one unshakable truth; Pakistan stands united, even when some among us choose betrayal and treachery!
The real test of patriotism is not in slogans but in solidarity. Pakistan’s enemies – both visible and hidden – thrive on division, propaganda and misinformation. The hidden enemy in our own lines is far more dangerous than the one across the border because it attacks the nation’s spirit, not its soil. Recognizing and confronting the enemy among us is the only way to preserve the peace, unity, and dignity that define Pakistan’s strength.
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