The Patriotic Pashtuns 
During partition, 99 percent of Pashtuns voted to join Pakistan in a referen-dum held from 6 to 17 July 1947. 
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All Pashtuns claim to be descendants of four persons: Sarban, Batan, Ghorghust, and Karlani, all sons of Abu Qais. During the time of King Amanullah, Afghans were described as of Aryan origin, and because of this Aryan hype, even the Afghan airline was named Aryana. Pakhtun and Pashtun refer to the language spoken. It is derived from the Persian word “Pusht” (back), as these tribes were living on the back of the mountain. Some refer to it as the old Persian word “Parsav Parsa,” which means robust man. Some also refer to a tribe called Bani Pukt during the time of King Solomon. As far as the word Pathan is concerned, some refer to it as the title “Fathan” (the conqueror) given by the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), which became Pathan. The majority believe it (Pathan) was introduced and used by Hindus and the British for Afghans. Afghan, Pakhtun, Pashtun, Rohila, Sulaimani, and Pathan are different names for the same race. All those who live in Afghanistan are known as Afghans as nationals, but not all Pashtuns—whether they speak Pashto or not—are Afghans. In Afghanistan, besides Pashtuns, the other major ethnic groups are Tajik, Uzbek, Hazara, Aimaq, Farsiwan, Baloch, Turkmen, and Noorstani. Abdalis and Durranis, the ruling families, spoke Persian, not Pashto.
Muslim rule in India was established by Muhammad Ghauri, a Turk from Ghor (in present-day Afghanistan), and it was Ghauri who laid the foundation of Muslim rule in India after defeating the Rajput king Prithviraj Chauhan in the Second Battle of Tarain in 1192 CE. Mahmud of Ghazni, who was of Turkic origin from the region of Khorasan (in present-day Afghanistan), invaded India 17 times between 999 and 1027 CE. Pashtuns ruled undivided India for centuries, including the Suris, Karranis, Lodhis, and Rohillas. Pashtun states were established in the subcontinent, namely Rampur, Junagarh, Bhopal, Malva, Behar, Pataudi, Rohelkhund, and Mamdot. In 1526, some Pashtun chiefs invited the Mughal conqueror Babar, who defeated Ibrahim Lodhi in the First Battle of Panipat. From 1834 to 1846, Peshawar and surrounding areas remained under the control of Ranjit Singh. However, the Sikhs were defeated by the British in 1846, which resulted in the fall of the Sikh Empire and the annexation of Punjab and areas included in the former NWFP, now Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, by the East India Company. By the 1880s, the Russians had advanced in Central Asia and occupied cities like Bokhara, Samarkand, and Khiva and were pressing Pamirs, Oxus, and Afghanistan. It was October 1893 when Mortimer Durand, the then Indian Foreign Secretary, and Amir Abdur Rehman of Afghanistan agreed that Dir, Peshawar, and Chitral should be given to British India, and in return, Afghanistan was given Asmar to provide access to Nuristan and other regions. The border was demarcated in 1893, and Wakhan was created as the British wanted to maintain distance from the Russians. During partition, 99 percent of Pashtuns voted to join Pakistan in a referendum held from 6 to 17 July 1947. The referendum gave the voters two choices—either to join the existing constituent assembly or to join the new constituent assembly. It was a tribal lashkar comprising Mehsuds, Afridis, Mohmands, Toris, Diris, and people from the settled districts of Peshawar and Mardan that took part in the liberation war of Kashmir.
Successive Afghan governments and the Afghan Taliban regime have refused to recognise the western border, terming it disputed due to political interests. The so-called Durand Line, as claimed by Afghans, is a recognised international border between the two sovereign states. Successive Afghan governments and the Taliban regime have repeatedly raised the so-called border issue and the Pashtunistan slogan to pressure Pakistan. The slogan of Lar and Bar and the so-called idea of unification into one state are often promoted by the Afghan government and Pashtun nationalists. Pashtuns in Pakistan are more numerous than Pashtuns in Afghanistan. Approximately over 40 million Pashtuns live throughout Pakistan. Karachi has the largest Pashtun population in the world—even larger than Peshawar, Kabul, and Kandahar. Pashtun leaders like Maulana Sattar Niazi, Sardar Abdul Rab Nishter, Khan Abdul Qayyum Khan, Sardar Aurangzeb Khan, Pir of Manki Sharif, and Malik Amir Muhammad Khan of Tank played an active role in the struggle for Pakistan. Pashtun personalities like Malik Ghulam Muhammad, Governor General, President Ayub Khan, and President Ghulam Ishaq Khan remained heads of state. Similarly, Pashtuns have been heads of the three services, Corps Commanders, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, and Director Generals of ISI. Pashtuns are the second-largest ethnic group in the Pakistan Armed Forces. Pashtuns in Pakistan are playing a significant role in all walks of life—military, bureaucracy, business, sports, and other fields. The Pashtuns of Pakistan have not only faced war and conflict for several decades but also bomb blasts and terrorist attacks since 2001. There is no doubt the Pashtuns of Pakistan have sacrificed more than any other ethnic group in the war on terror. If any group deserves real appreciation for their contribution right from 1947, it is the Pashtuns. If old and historical agreements between states are not honoured, then the international order will collapse. The Arabs speak the same language, share the same culture and origin, but are divided into 22 sovereign states. Recently, during his visit to Peshawar, Army Chief Field Marshal Asim Munir met tribal elders and appreciated their steadfast and unconditional support rendered by the tribal people during the recent standoff between Pakistan and the Afghan Taliban regime. He paid rich tribute to the bravery and resilience of the people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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