Strange inconsistencies


THE federal government’s ‘tolerance’ of the local Taliban in Waziristan agency in FATA could have several adverse consequences. The most obvious, and something which has been reported many times in recent days, is the tendency among these ultra-conservative obscurantist elements is to take to violence and to be inimical to those who do not subscribe to their interpretation of religion. Take the reported burning of regional and national newspapers on Monday by four masked militants who, after setting the papers on fire, warned the driver of the van carrying them that further action will be taken unless the newspapers call them ‘mujahideen’ or ‘Taliban’. One wonders what the government’s reasons are for kowtowing to these elements. In recent weeks, television sets have been destroyed, shops selling music and CDs have been forcibly closed, men have been ordered to grow beards, barbers have been asked not to shave a grown man’s beard and even owners of public transport have been warned not to offer their services to clean-shaven men.

Things have not stopped here. The local Taliban have also gone about killing their opponents, often brutally by beheading them. In a particularly gruesome act some weeks ago, they chopped off the heads of their opponents and then left their bodies hanging from the main bazaar in Miramshah, as a warning to those wishing to challenge their power. The government may well have certain ‘tactical’ reasons for mollifying these elements. However, it seems to ignore the fact that there is no guarantee that these local Taliban will not join forces with the foreign militants hiding in FATA. For not acting against these local Taliban and ejecting them from their power base in Waziristan, the government will be seen as a passive supporter of all the abominations these elements are indulging in.





