Politics Bereft Of Patriotism 
While the nation was paying tributes to the martyrs who sacrificed their lives in fighting against terrorists, not a single word came from the party and its leader. 
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In a democratic dispensation, political parties whether in government or in opposition are under moral and constitutional obligation to work for strengthening the edifice of the state, giving priority to the welfare of the masses, ensuring peaceful conditions within the country and promoting national unity and integration. Further, on the question of national security and outside threats, they are supposed to have a unanimous outlook and approach in warding off the dangers to the integrity of the country. They place the state’s interests above their political agendas. The foregoing traits are a benchmark for judging their patriotism and loyalty to the state’s interests.
But regrettably, PTI, which cries hoarse from every convenient rooftop to be the largest political entity and its leader being the most popular political leader, is bereft of all the foregoing traits. It is not only persistent in fomenting chaos and despondency within the country but is also sympathetic to the terrorist entities, particularly TTP, an Indian-backed terror group which poses an existential threat to the country. This behaviour of the party has become more pronounced and persistent since the ouster of Imran Khan from power through constitutional means, showing the party’s disrespect for the constitution and the legal limits within which a party is supposed to do politics.
Instead of proving a responsible opposition, the party’s leader conspired to orchestrate a coup in the Army and get rid of the newly appointed COAS General Asim Munir by inciting the party leaders and workers to attack military installations and monuments of the martyrs throughout the country, which thankfully did not succeed. It was an unprecedented anti-state act by the party and Imran Khan, who undoubtedly was the architect of the plan. The entire country saw on the TV screens the PTI leaders leading the protesters to military installations and other government sites to destroy them. Video and audio leakages amply prove the culpability of the PTI leaders in these attacks.
Nevertheless, one is amazed at the audacity of the party and Imran Khan, who developed the narrative of the whole thing being a false-flag operation by the establishment to punish the party by luring the protestors to attack military installations. This narrative is self-contradictory to say the least and a clumsy attempt to absolve itself from the responsibility of the tragic incidents on May 9. When it says that it was a false-flag operation by the establishment, it is willingly suggesting that Hassan Niazi and key leaders of PTI, including Umar Sarfraz Cheema, Dr Yasmin Rashid, Ejaz Chaudhry and Mian Mehmoodur Rasheed, and hundreds of workers convicted by the anti-terrorist courts, were agents of the establishment against their own party. One wonders if they were the agents of the establishment in executing the false-flag operation, then why has the party been fighting for their release and getting their sentences set aside? Even a layman can infer from the foregoing realities that the false-flag narrative by the party was the most bizarre and preposterous stance which belied the ground realities.
In the aftermath of the general elections of February 2024, the PTI formed a government in KPK for the third term and gained considerable presence in the federal legislature and Punjab. But instead of playing a positive role in promoting the cause of democracy and peace in the country, it has adopted a policy of confrontation in KPK, showing a non-cooperative attitude towards the federal government in addition to having launched two attacks on the federal capital. PTI members in the parliament and the provincial assembly of Punjab are hell-bent on creating chaos and rumpus during the proceedings of the houses, disrupting legislative business. The only issue before them is the release of their leader Imran Khan, who has been convicted by the courts of law on charges of corruption and is still under trial in many other cases. He is also likely to be tried for involvement in the 9 May cases as the planner and mastermind. The party, instead of keeping faith in the courts, is trying to get him released and absolved of all charges through violent means by putting pressure on the government. Thankfully, the public has not responded to the calls for protests against the government, which explodes the myth regarding PTI being the most popular party in the country.
There are no two opinions about dealing with the terrorists with an iron hand to eliminate the scourge of terrorism which poses an existential threat to the country. At a time when our valiant armed forces and law-enforcing agencies are rendering unparalleled sacrifice to quell terrorism and restore peace, we need impregnable unity among all the political entities and segments of society. Politicking can wait for better times. But here again, the PTI seems to support the cause of the terrorists when Imran Khan expresses opposition to action against TTP, towards whom he always had a soft corner. It was his government which allowed the TTP operatives to come back and resettle in KPK; a wrong decision which helped in the resurgence of acts of terrorism in KPK as well as Balochistan.
Reportedly, KPK has witnessed 605 terrorist attacks till August this year, which resulted in the martyrdom of 138 civilians, while 352 others were left wounded besides the martyrdom of more than two hundred personnel of security forces and law-enforcing agencies. According to government sources, there are more than 8,000 TTP terrorists in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa who have crossed into the country from Afghanistan via lesser-known routes and have even set up checkpoints on some of the main roads. But the KPK government remains adamant in opposing action against TTP operatives, which is hampering the efforts to eliminate terrorism. In a series of posts on X (formerly Twitter), PTI founder Imran Khan has said that the military operation in KPK must be stopped immediately and that launching operations against “our own people” was merely meant to please foreign powers, which did not improve the situation.
Further, in none of his tweets has Imran Khan supported the Marka-e-Haq and Operation Bunyan-um-Marsoos. Sister of Imran Khan, Aleema Khan, referring to Marka-e-Haq called it ‘Noora Kushti’, which means a fixed bout. It is indeed an outrageous statement showing disrespect for the role of the Army in protecting the country. It is an anti-statement indiscretion committed by her. It has not gone well with the public. Imran’s silence on these issues is also unpatriotic. He also remains tight-lipped regarding the devastation caused by the current flood in the country, which proves his credentials as a narcissist who cannot see beyond his nose and is least concerned about the human tragedy unfolding in the country.
While the nation was paying tributes to the martyrs who sacrificed their lives in fighting against terrorists, not a single word came from the party and its leader. Instead, the party has intensified its maligning campaign against the Army and its leadership, which it had unleashed immediately after the exit of Imran Khan from the power corridors and more so after 9 May. Social media wizards of the party continue to troll the Army and its leadership, portraying them in dismal hues.
Imran Khan’s recent statements and stance, which are undoubtedly defamatory and unacceptable, show a clear shift from his earlier stance of no ‘civil-military tug of war’. Political analysts believe it suggests a deliberate attempt by PTI to malign the military and distract the public from the party’s own legal troubles.
The foregoing ground realities depict the true face of PTI and Imran Khan—sympathetic towards terrorists, a source of joy for India and completely silent when it comes to state interests and the martyrs.
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