The charge of the Hafsa brigade
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ZEALOTS of the Hafsa and Lal Masjid Brigade are a mock at the nation’s face. Petulant General Musharraf is exasperated with the Chief Justice of Pakistan and shows him the door. And now the president of the ruling political party prescribes murder for the critics of the army. Circus events never make headlines, let alone history, but then circus masters have never before cracked the whip at 150 million people.

Hafsa and the Lal Masjid Brigade and Shujaat Hussain both want to harm and kill people who don’t agree with them. Today they parley. Earlier, Federal Minister Ijazul Haq met the administrators of the Jaamia Hafsa and the Lal Masjid. He made a shivering disclosure. The administrators, Abdul Aziz and Abdur Rashid Ghazi, were charged in October 2004 with “harbouring and abetting terrorists” and it was through his intervention that they got off the hook. He further informs us that they “admitted their engagement with terrorist elements” (Dawn April 8, 2007). Ministers are not a substitute for the police or the courts. Such interference points to complicity or, at the very least, to a case of misuse of authority.

Ijazul Haq was also a federal minister in Nawaz Sharif’s government. He remains on the gravy-train. In confessing to helping terrorists, he has now acknowledged his guilt, but who dares proceed against a general’s son. The offence of sabotage, subversion and terrorism is punishable by at least imprisonment for life. The same punishment is stipulated for abetment of such offences. His present party leader Shujaat Hussain advocates murder.

The Hafsa Brigade admittedly kidnapped and incarcerated three women and an infant and thus committed a number of offences, including; wrongful restraint (section 339 Pakistan Penal Code), wrongful confinement to extort confession (section 348), assault with intent to dishonour a person ( section 355), assault with intent to confine (section 357), kidnapping (section 363), kidnapping a person under ten (section 364-A), kidnapping and confinement (section 365) and imputing adultery (zina) to harm a woman’s reputation (section 3 of the Offence of Qazf, Enforcement of Hadd, Ordinance).

Some of these offences are punishable by death or life imprisonment. But no case has been registered against the perpetrators.

In sharp contrast, protesting lawyers are baton charged, tear-gassed and detained, and the state makes a mockery of the constitutional guarantees of movement, assembly and association (Articles 15, 16 and 17 respectively). The media too is prevented from exercising its rights and is bludgeoned to submit.

The right to criticise is an integral part of the fundamental right of freedom of speech and expression (Article 19 of the Constitution). Freedom of speech and expression is also a basic right in Islam and speaking the truth is mandated. “The best form of jihad is to utter a word of truth to a tyrannical ruler” (Sunan II 438, Abu Dawud). No less a person than Hazrat Abu Bakr in his innaugral speech said, “Help me if I am right and correct me when I am wrong” (al-Sirah, Ibn Hisham). Hazrat Umar too, in his inaugural speech, said to the people that they should, “rectify any aberration” that they may see in him (al- Jarimah wal Uqubah fil Fiqh al-Islami, Abu Zahra).

The policy of the government is self-evident. Anyone demanding adherence to the Constitution and laws undermines arbitrariness and chips away at the rulers’ authority and is thus subjected to the third degree method. Yet those indulging in criminal activity and concealing their identities, present the perfect photo-opportunity for the government. Cloaked and heavily armed, such pictures are an asset to drum up sympathy and support for the government in the gullible West, whom the government looks to for support, more so than it does from the people of Pakistan.

The Brigade has also set up its own “shariat court,” which undermines the lower courts, High Courts, Federal Shariat Court and the Supreme Court. Is this also a coincidence? Courts are established either under the Constitution or under the relevant law (Article 175). No person or a group of persons can establish a court. “Obedience to the Constitution and law is the inviolable obligation of every citizen” (Article 5(2)) and “any person who abrogates or attempts or conspires to abrogate, subverts…by use of force or show of force or by other unconstitutional means shall be guilty of high treason” (Article 6).

What business does Shujaat Hussain, the head of the ruling party, and Ijazul Haq, a federal minister, have in meeting people indulging in blatant illegal and unconstitutional activities? Since when have they assumed the functions of the police? Does the Islamabad police simply exist to stop peaceful protests, attack the media and manhandle the Chief Justice of Pakistan?

The Hafsa Brigade and Lal Masjid occupants threaten that they will fire upon anyone trying to evict them and launch suicide attacks, thus demonstrating that they do not abide by the Quranic teachings. “Never should a believer kill a believer” (Al Quran 4:92). “If a man kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is hell, to abide therein and the wrath and curse of Allah are upon him, and a dreadful chastisement is prepared for him” (4:93).

Suicide bombers have no place in Islam. There are no exceptions. “O you who believe … do not kill (or destroy) yourselves” (4:29). “Nor take life, which Allah has made sacred” (17:33). By advocating death and destruction, the Hafsa Brigade violates the teachings of the Holy Quran.

As long as the president heads the army and makes political statements criticism will be made, notwithstanding Shujaat Hussain’s inflammatory statement of wanting to shoot critics. The Constitution mandates that the armed forces take orders from civilians; it is also how all civilised countries operate and how Muslim society in the early days of Islam functioned.

Khalid bin Waleed was one of the greatest generals in Muslim history, and instrumental in the defeat of the Byzantine army on the border of Syria. Instead of commending Khalid on the magnificent victory, Caliph Hazrat Umar ibn al Khattab sent a letter to Syria from Medina removing him from command and relegating him to a junior position. Without a murmur of protest one of the most successful Muslim commanders surrendered his command on the receipt of the letter.

Another outstanding general was Amr ibn al Aasi, the commander-in-chief, who received the surrender of Egypt on November 8, 641, from the Byzantines. He too received a letter from Hazrat Umar removing him from the command. Hazrat Umar clearly wanted to establish the supremacy of civilian rule, to build institutions and to show that no matter how brilliant a commander, none is indispensable.

Lieutenant-General Sir John Baggot Glubb in his book ‘The Great Arab Conquest’ wonders, “What is it which compelled these victorious commanders at the head of their armies,” to hand over command “without a murmur to a single unarmed messenger sent by the bare-footed khalif in his patched cloak?” The question encompasses deep admiration and he tellingly concludes, “When we contrast such a situation with the selfishness, the factious and palace intrigues of Constantinople, the reason for Arab victories is plain to see.”

The kind of groveling and obeisance that one witnesses around the president-cum-army chief is nauseating. The Prophet (PBUH) said, “Throw dirt in the faces of people who praise too much”. The Abbasid Caliph Al-Mansur was pestered by a fly and asked Jafar Sadiq (the sixth Fatimid Imam): “What is the purpose of creating flies?” “Simply to humble the pride of despots” was the prompt reply.

Shujaat Hussain and Ijazul Haq should make amends by promising to read and abide by the Constitution and the laws of Pakistan. This will also give them something to do rather than promising to shoot critics and facilitating criminals.

Law-breakers exist in every society, but what distinguishes ours is that the members of the government behave no better than terrorists. The Lal Masjid Brigade has emerged virtually out of no-where and taken the limelight away from the judicial crisis. Is this a convenient coincidence? Maulana Fazlur Rahman of the MMA has stated that the Jaamia Hafsa-Lal Masjid administrators are government sponsored and acting at the government’s behest. Is not General Musharraf once again being projected to civil society as being bulkhead to the “lunatic mullahs”?

The intellectual Hichem Djait expressed what most Pakistanis are feeling today. “I feel humiliated to belong to a state with no outlook for the future nor ambition, a state that is authoritarian if not despotic, in which there is neither science, nor reason, nor beauty of life, nor real culture. I suffer at being governed by uneducated and ignorant leaders.”

