Elections produced 24 neck-and-neck NA results

* ANP chief loses NA-12 by 89 votes
* PML-N’s Lt Gen (r) Tirmizi wins by 53 votes in NA-20
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LAHORE: As many as 24 close contests in National Assembly (NA) constituencies were witnessed in the general elections 2008 where the winners’ leads remained less than 1,500 votes.

Election Commission results show that nine close contests took place in the NWFP, 12 in Punjab while one was held in the federal capital and two were witnessed in Balochistan.

In NA-3 Peshawar-III, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) candidate Noor Alam Khan defeated his rival Muhammad Hashim Babar of the Awami National Party (ANP) with a margin of 837 votes. Noor Alam obtained 27,038 votes against Hashim Babar’s 26,201 votes.

Former federal minister Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao won the election in NA-08, Charsadda-II. After a tough poll battle he obtained 30,626 votes while his opponent Bashir Khan Umerzai of the ANP secured 29,951 votes. Sherpao won the seat by 675 votes.

ANP chief: ANP President Asfandyar Wali Khan lost the NA-12 Sawabi-I seat by 89 votes to Usman Khan, an independent candidate, who secured 49,741 votes while the ANP chief obtained 49,652 votes.

In NA-23 Kohistan, a tough competition was held in which PPP candidate Haji Misar Khan won the seat by securing 9,121 votes against opponent Mehboobullah Jan, an independent candidate, who obtained 8,371 votes. Misar Khan won the election by 750 votes.

In NA-36 Tribal Area-I, an independent candidate Bilal Rehman won the NA seat after a tough competition. He won the election by 1,041 votes after obtaining 5,270 votes against independent candidate Shahbaz Khan Mohmand’s 4,229 votes.

Tirmizi: Another close contest was held in NA-20 Mansehra-I from where the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) candidate Lt Gen (r) Syed Sallahuddin Tirmizi won by 53 votes as his rival Sardar Shajehan Yousaf of the Pakistan Muslim League (PML-Q) secured 72,469 votes against Tirmizi’s 72,522 votes.

In Miranshah’s constituency NA-40, an independent candidate Muhammad Kamran Khan won the poll after obtaining 5,894 votes, while his opponent Abdul Qayyum of the Pakistan Citizen Movement (PCM) secured 5,441 votes. Kamran Khan won the polls by 453 votes. An independent candidate Syed Akhonzada Chittan won the poll in NA-44 Khar, Bajaur Agency, by obtaining 6,257 votes while his rival Shahabuddin Khan Pashat obtained 5,203 votes. Akhonzada won the election in this constituency by 1,054 votes.

Another tough poll was held in NA-45 Tribal Area-X, from where an independent candidate Noorul Haq Qadri grabbed the NA seat after securing 13,876 votes, while his opponent, independent candidate Mohammad Ibrahim Koki Khel, obtained 12,548 votes. Qadri won the seat with a margin of 1,328 votes. Another close contest was held in NA-49 Islamabad. Here PML-N candidate Chaudhry Tariq Fazal grabbed the seat with a margin of 756 votes from PPP candidate Syed Nayyer Hussain Bukhari after a tough competition. Tariq Fazal secured 45,482 votes against Bukhari’s 44,726 votes.

In NA-57 Attock-II, PML-N candidate Sheikh Aftab Ahmed grabbed the NA seat after a neck-and-neck contest by getting 363 votes. He secured 38,755 votes while his opponent Malik Amin Aslam Khan obtained 38,392 votes. In NA-61 Chakwal-II, PML-N candidate Muhammad Faiz Tamman won the seat with a margin of 432 votes as his opponent former Punjab chief minister Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi obtained 91,769 votes against Tamman’s 92,201 votes.

Another tough political battle took place in NA-65 Sargodha-II from where Chaudhry Ghias Ahmed Mela of the PML-Q secured the seat with a vote-difference of 261. He secured 53,518 votes while his opponent Mahar Khaliq Yar Khan Lak of the PPP bagged 53,257 votes.

Former federal minister Sumaira Malik won the election from NA-69 Khushab-I after a very close contest. She got 633 votes more than her opponent independent candidate Umer Aslam Khan’s 60,443 votes.

In NA-73 Bakhar-I, independent candidate Abdul Majeed Khan won the poll with 83,850 votes - 1,110 votes more than the PML-N’s Muhammad Sanaullah Khan who bagged 82,740 votes. Another close contest took place in NA-83 Faisalabad-IX. PPP candidate Muhammad Ijaz Virk won the seat with a margin of 1,049 votes. Virk bagged 56,910 votes against his opponent Mian Abdul Mannan of the PML-N, who got 55,861 votes.

In NA-146 Okara-IV, former Punjab chief minister Mian Manzoor Ahmed Khan Wattoo contested the election as an independent candidate. He got 46,941 votes against his opponent PML-Q candidate Rao Muhammad Ajmal Khan, who secured 46,006 votes. Wattoo won the election with a difference of 935 votes.

Another close contest of the February 18 general elections was held in NA-153 Multan-VI from where Dewan Syed Ashiq Hussain of the PML-Q won with a margin of 484 votes. He obtained 69,246 votes, while his opponent former provincial minister and independent candidate Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon got 68,762 votes. In NA-157 Khanewal-II, a PML-Q candidate Hamid Yar Hiraj grabbed the seat after a tough competition with his opponent Muhammad Khan Daha of the PML-N with a margin of 588 votes. Hiraj secured 58,819 votes while Daha bagged 58,231 votes.

A tough contest was held in NA-158 Khanewal-III from where PML-Q candidate Pir Aslam Bodla defeated PPP candidate Pir Haider Zaman Qureshi with a margin of 956 votes. Bodla secured 57,777 votes, while his opponent Qureshi obtained 56,821 votes. In NA-164 Pakpattan-I, Sardar Mansab Ali Dogar of the PML-N grabbed the seat with a margin of 1,401 votes. He obtained 35,597 votes, while his opponent Pir Muhammad Shah Khagga of the PML-Q secured 34,196 votes.

Another close contest was held in NA-173 Dera Ghazi Khan-III from where PML-N candidate Sardar Saifuddin Khan Khosa won with a margin of 401 votes after getting 56,475 votes while his opponent former federal minister Sardar Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari secured 56,074 votes. In Balochistan, close contests were witnessed only in two NA constituencies. 

In NA-262 Killa Abdullah, Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) candidate Haji Rozuddin grabbed the seat with a margin of 1,135 votes. He bagged 45,590 votes while his opponent Malik Muhammad Usman Achakzai of the ANP secured 44,455 votes. The second close contest in Balochistan was held in NA-271 Karan-cum-Washuk-cum-Panjgur from where PML candidate Ahsanullah Reki won the seat with a margin of 381 votes. He bagged 22,856 votes against his rival former Balochistan governor Lt Gen (r) Abdul Qadir Baloch’s 22,175 votes. The former governor contested the election as an independent candidate.

