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I ONCE told a former close colleague of Nawaz Sharif, soon after Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain formed the official Muslim League in 2001, that he should remain loyal to Sharif and not leave his party.

He remarked without even looking at me that there has always been one Muslim League and that is the one which is in power.

I was thus hardly surprised when recently I came across the same leader asking President Musharraf to resign. This is what politics is all about in this country; and people who cannot do this should either switch off or leave for greener pastures abroad.

President Musharraf is going and he should go if for no other reason than the fact that he has ruled this country for nine long years and it is time for a change, unless he desires to become Pakistan’s Hosni Mubarak, Maumoon Abdul Gayoom or Robert Mugabe. The manner of his ouster, however, leaves a bad taste in the mouth and the nation even if unhappy with him is depressed at the way he is being pushed out. This is borne out by the plunge in our stocks and the constant slide in the rupee rate.

Nawaz Sharif’s and his party’s stance is understandable and justifiable as they were ousted in an unconstitutional and undemocratic manner by Musharraf; and Nawaz Sharif’s subsequent treatment left a lot to be desired. However, it is unclear as to how the PPP can justify its actions considering that its leadership was given blanket amnesty through the National Reconciliation Ordinance. Much more tragic is the way many of the PML leaders are deserting the ship which goes to show their character and the level of their integrity. Only they can answer the question as to how they face themselves each morning in front of the mirror and their families and friends.

A couple of years ago, an American attorney commented that Pakistanis can even sell their mothers for a few dollars. This generalised statement angered the whole nation and led to our favourite pastime, namely the burning of the American flag. The question is what should one make of the so-called forward bloc leaders of the Muslim League who have spent their lives switching political loyalties.

This is something that I feel strongly about. I was disappointed when a prominent Nawaz Sharif party leader told me in 2006 that his party would be willing to take back some of the official PML leaders as they had winnable seats. He named a few leaders, like Sheikh Rashid, who were totally unacceptable to Sharif, while the rest could be accepted.

I later met Javed Hashmi in Kot Lakhpat prison and broached this subject. He told me that any leader from the official League would enter his party over his dead body: he was the president of the party at that time. It was thus surprising when his party awarded a few tickets for the National Assembly to some prominent leaders of the Shujaat League in the Feb 2008 elections.

Such actions hardly provide incentives to party workers and leaders who stick with a leader, a party and a cause. These people make sacrifices and are then asked to canvass for a leader whom they had opposed and who had ridiculed them. This is obviously not just and is enough to demoralise the public in general and the party cadre in particular. One should then not be surprised if people refuse to come out on the streets over any issue. What is the point of making sacrifices when they are not acknowledged and leaders they are agitating against end up being imposed on their heads.

President Musharraf will go but the PML-N and the PPP leadership should be wary of accepting the lot that had sided with the previous regime during the past nine years and is now willing to switch loyalties. There is little doubt that Pakistan can never thrive with such folks at the helm of affairs. Anybody who desires that Pakistan should prosper must shun all such lotas regardless of their importance. A morally upright leadership needs to evolve in this country if it has to progress.

India is not a shining example of democracy but it is the largest democracy in the world. Democracy has survived there during the past 61 years. The parties take swift action against the lotas there.

During the recent imbroglio involving a vote of confidence for Premier Manmohan Singh, some Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) members of the Lok Sabha abstained from the session and the BJP took no time in suspending their basic membership. This episode should be compared with the formation of the Patriotic wing of the PPP during the previous assembly. The PPP till the end of the assembly tenure could not make up its mind about their status and they perhaps theoretically remain basic members of the PPP even now despite joining the official Muslim League.

Way back in the seventh century, Hazrat Ali had said that beware of the wrath of the person whom you have favoured. One only wishes that President Musharraf had remembered this; one also wishes that our present rulers and the PML-N and PPP leaders keep this in mind.

It is really sad that the history of Pakistan is full of cases of so-called leaders deserting their benefactors whom they have stabbed in the back. They, of course, always have a ready excuse and explanation for their changed stance but they can never explain their allegiance to a so-called military and unconstitutional dictator in the beginning.

Have you ever wondered what would happen if the tables are turned and it becomes clear that Musharraf is, after all, going to be our Hosni Mubarak and is not going anywhere for the next 10 years? All the forward blocs will have to make a quick u-turn. Jesus said that no man can serve two masters but our lotas have proven even Jesus wrong. These gentlemen have the fidelity of cats. One only wishes that they could learn something from dogs.

