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PRIME Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani vowed to accomplish Bhutto’s mission on his 29th death anniversary. What was the ‘mission’ of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and what were the powers confronting Bhutto when he embarked upon it?

Thirty years ago, there was another general in the President’s House and he also felt threatened and wanted a compromise. In Bhutto’s address to the Larkana Bar Association on March 13, 1968, he stated, “On many occasions close associates and relatives of the president have come to me for a compromise; I have not taken a single step to have any compromise… The president has been talking about the stability of the country. Where are the institutions which provide for genuine stability? This is not the way stability is given to the people… Interference in the judiciary has increased… Please search your hearts and tell me: are members of the legal profession satisfied with the prevailing conditions?”

Bhutto informed the nation about his differences with Ayub: “The people have no place in the government. The military rules here… Yet, it is argued that the country has made tremendous progress, and that there is stability. What stability? The stability of the graveyard?” (Peshawar, Nov 5, 1968)

“Zulfi had roused most of West Pakistan, bringing its young men from a state of apathy or despair to the brink of righteous revolt against the military dictator and his major pillars of support,” writes Stanley Wolpert in Zulfi Bhutto of Pakistan.

Bhutto evicted one general from the President’s House, but the next general who occupied it would hang him at 2 am on April 4, 1979. Stanley Wolpert records the event thus, “Fearing possible riots, Zia had rushed to have it ‘over’ and ‘done’ with before dawn. Contrary to the Pakistani prison ‘code’ for hangings, he had ordered Zulfi Bhutto’s murder in the dead of night. Then Zia felt for the first time in 21 months that he could breathe easy. And soon he would announce gleefully to his henchmen, ‘the b…..d’s dead’.”

From his stinking death cell, Bhutto addressed his tormentor: “You take so much pride in being a ‘soldier of Islam’ (an expression which you stole from my speech at the Islamic Summit Conference). Are you true to anyone and what have you learnt from the sacred principles of Islam? Does Islam teach you to break your oath, does Islam tell you to fabricate false cases and hound your mohsin (mentor)…? Islam teaches us justice… what justice can I expect from you? The conspirator who dislodged his own prime minister by force of arms…”

Bhutto was tried for the murder of Mohammad Ahmad Khan Kasuri, father of Ahmad Raza Kasuri, the supposed target. The Supreme Court on the basis of the razor-split four-three judgment sent Bhutto to the gallows. This was unprecedented. It was also unprecedented to rest a conviction solely on the tainted confession of Masood Mahmood (director-general, Federal Security Force) a self-confessed murderer. With regard to Masood Mahmood, who also hailed from Kasur, the Supreme Court (minority of three) stated that he was motivated by “Rivalry and jealousy at the local level which could as well have spawned a motive in the mind of Mr Masood Mahmood to do away with Mr Kasuri who was evidently his strong rival in the field of power politics of Kasur” (PLD 1979 Supreme Court 53, page 708).

Ahmad Raza Kasuri was an MNA who “did not sign or vote in favour of the Constitution of Pakistan of 1973” (PLD 1978 Lahore 518 at 540). He is also a staunch Musharraf supporter. The nexus of the presidency with other anti-Bhutto forces does not end here. The father of Attorney-General Malik Muhammad Qayyum, Muhammad Akram, was one of the hanging judges. There is also the perennial Sharifuddin Pirzada, Zia’s attorney-general, who secured a favourable verdict for the dictator. He diabolically contended in the Begum Nusrat Bhutto case that Bhutto was “the usurper who had illegally assumed power as a result of massive rigging”. Musharraf’s first act, after his coup, was to seek Pirzada’s assistance. He was handsomely rewarded from the peoples’ taxes.

Those who have harmed Bhutto and their progeny have done exceedingly well under the auspices of General Musharraf. Generals Ayub and Zia’s sons and grandson were inducted into his federal cabinet, whilst Bhutto’s daughter assassinated virtually at the threshold of the President’s House.

“Politics is not the illegal seizure of the state machinery,” Bhutto wrote to Zia from his death cell. Bhutto spurred the nation to dream again. “Politics is not the conversion of a flowering society into a wasteland. Politics is the soul of life. It is my eternal romance with the people. Only the people can break this eternal bond. To me, politics and the people are synonymous…. My blood is the blood of Pakistan. I am a part of its dust, a part of its aroma. The tears of the people are my tears. A smile on their beautiful face is a part of my smile….”

What was Bhutto’s mission? When Bhutto was arrested, Begum Nusrat Bhutto challenged his incarceration. Bhutto submitted a Rejoinder (PLD 1977 Supreme Court 657) that reveals what he stood for. “The Respondent (Zia) alone has destroyed … the judiciary by his illegal actions of July 5, 1977. The only way to restore legitimacy and save Pakistan is to roundly reject his action of July 5.… Any attempt to justify that action will … take us back to … Doom.” “An independent judiciary is the antithesis of martial law. An independent judiciary can only function under the umbrella of the Constitution and not under the shadow of the gun of a brown Duke of Wellington. An independent judiciary exists side by side with an executive chosen by the people and a legislature elected by them.” Zia’s “attempts to subvert the Constitution... made him guilty of the offence of high treason”.

“I was the author of the Constitution of 1973,” wrote Bhutto. The Constitution was his mission. An independent judiciary was his mission. To undo the actions of July 5 was his mission. Not to compromise with generals was his mission. Bhutto’s neck snapped but his determination did not. Will Bhutto’s political heirs honour his memory? Will they move to undo the actions of Nov 3? Will they restore the judiciary (without tampering with Bhutto’s Constitution)?

