New forms to confront |
new developments

M. Zaman Malik

he horrific reality of
I Quaid-c-Axam’s lasy day
af life remains graphic in
minds. The terminally atling
Governor General ‘died, most
probably, beciuse the one and
only ambulance that was senl
o Karachi airpon 1o bring him
in the GG House there, got
broke dawn enroule, on the
11th Sep, 1948, Sirdar Shaukat
Hayat in his awtobiagraphy
revenls that he actually saw
murks of strangulation on
Fatima Jinnah's throat, Prime
Minister Lingat Al Khan wias
asspssinated angd  Prime
Minister Zulligar Alu Bhuito
was [inished by General Zia
(CMLA) after the murder. ol
trail!, The CMLA was killed jn
the gir crash. Swrprisingly, not
even- US Congrossional or
Senate Comunittes investigated
the death of s ambassadion in
this crash. Since US did not;
how could Pakistan inyesii-
gate? Muslim astales were
always vulnerahle o pressure
and blackmail and never had
spunk o stand on their [wo
feet, The US has always been
able 1o have, its own wiy, with
Pakistan, penatrating deep into
its body politic and controlling
its' rulers with the sirings of
economic @id and miliary sup-
port, to fight for US interests.
The close confidanis of
Pakistan President! Prime
Minister were almost always
LS men. Aler demopnstrating
Unilateralism; ' the. neg-cons-led
by G W Bush, an evangelisi
Christian, have converted
themselves into fuhdamental-
ists-after having received-an
epiphany through Zipnisis 1o
erush evil that exists for them
only in the Muslim World.
With the measures taken by
the wovernmeni, Prime
Minister Shaukal Axiz seems
sure of reducing poverly level
to around. 20 percent by the end
of 2010, What will then be the
poverty level, is ol known.
The modern idea of develop-
ment was born as @ conse-
quence of Truman Doctrineg,
which was formulaied 10 meet
the challenge of communism
that wirs Sopght 1o e couniered
by the premise of “develap-
ment” (o he propelled by
“development assistance™ to
help the under-developed soci
eties cateh up will developed
countries
Development Was exclusive:
Iy defined uf economic devel
opment, which was 10 be mea-
siredd only by the level af pro
duetion, For the broad masses
af the Third Warld develop-
ment remoined a5 porsuil ol
will-o!-the-wisp Contrary (o
all the tall ¢lnims, the economic
benefis never wickled down 1o
vast majority of the people
The grass-rools mMovements
rejected the notion that devel-
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selves- There are milhons and
millions of our people who
hardly get one meal a day. Is
this eivilization” 15 this the am
of Pakistun? If this i the
idea of Pakistan, 1 would noy
have it

To have endogenous charc-
ter leads o the premise tha
knowledpe must also grow and
come from people themsclves
The parddigm, stresseés non
hierarchical Jeaming in which
no one forces anybody, but,
instead knowledge 15 soughi
and created through mutnal
dinlogue and collective inquiry
Such s parndigm strengthens
democratic culiure, Kpowledge
has taken gquanium jump and
doulles every year,

Tragedy aléo played ns pan
Qud-e-Aram Muham-mad
Al Jinoethy died just over o vear
after independence. The mantle
of towenng figure was inhéril-
ed by a succession of squah
bling political lightwei-ghes
Conflicts about ‘the role of
Islam ‘and how much sulonony
0 be developed 1o the federat-
ing units delayed constitution

The first is due to ubience of
meaningiul reforms
Uinwillingness 1o transform was
essenfally as o consequence of
hiaving colonial acdministentive
Liruciures 1o thole retponsive
to the changing nesds of &
developing sogiely
Government machinery
remained il equipped, even
dysfunchional to the demands
ol modern governance. The
msiniment al II:III:' rI.'!TI'I.'rII'IE'{I in
thee hands of an Oligarchy tha
sought o wphold sialus quo
evel &Ml h'.li’!’ll 0 use 1.IEI"I1.".]L-
racy o consolidole ity own mir-
FOW fterests

The second Inclor emerged
during scventics md cighties
The prolonged politicization of
police and the administrative
syatems divoned sate’s func-
nons, resuliung in the erosion of
authority, efficiency. and
muorale. Judiciary entrusted
with the crucial responsibility
to confront any adventurism,
has failed 10 deliver again
since 1977. Supreme Coalirl
while busy in trying Prime
Minister Nowar Sharif, was

Tribalism,

o Sirdari Nizam
and feudalism, the
symbols of archaism
prevented democracy,
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destroved institutions and the
character of services, right
from day one. Consequently,
civil and military bureaucracy
with poeliticized police like itself
have plundered the garden of
democratic rule- the rule of the vast
majority comprising common man.
India finished them right away and
established firm democracy;
Pakistan couldn’t do that and lost
more than half of its population
and seems to have lost its bear-
ings too, not just because of
what happened on 12 Oct,
1999, but because of *musi-
cal chairs’ business that
begun soon after the
first year of inde-
pendence.

ability whenever 4 new govems-
ment gets itself into the saddle
One hears from them how dor-
rupl their predecessars were

However, the nation find
them oon to be no different.
The present gavernment can
expect tough me Tor isell by
ils successors. Econamically,
we have achieved greal suc-
cessy Legistare, Judiciary and
Executive are all very impor-
tint

No'less important however, |

15 the media, the fourth pillar of
the state, Apart from what they
did on 38 Nov 1997, they bull-
dozed the amendments in the
copstitulion, thus congentrting
all power in one hand. They
fargnt that absolute power, cor-
rupts absolutely. Br. Malecha
Lodhi, editor of a NMewspaper-
“Thiz Mews™ was chased 1o be

trnpped, "THE MUSLIM® was |

closed down and the editor of
“The Frontier Post” was thrown
in d-qail st Lahore. The country
stood mizeled, even when the
Eargil was given back o Indin
without & least taking Siachin,
which was occupied by India in
1984 when Pakistan was fight-
ing in LIS war in Alghonistan,

Some say, around 80 billion
dollars were stashed away.
Accornding 10 "THE MUSLIM’
dated 24 Jan 97, in 'COM-
MENT'® Brig (R} SA Trimzi
wrote: "Intelhigence repons on
Mian Sahib’s visit to India in
1978, question, as to why this
unknown businessman from
Lahore, resting in Dubai wis
aiven red carper reatment dnd
a pofitical parleys arranged
with senior members of the
Indian Intelligence- political
elite". Even the worst enemy of
Quaid-e-Azam, M. A, linnah
eulogized his forthright, trans-
parent conduct and dealings,
Hnnoh wus 4 democral in the
tfue sense of it. he Said:
‘Muslims in Pakistan want 1o
be able to establish their own
real (nof rigged ) democratic
government

The government will have
the sanction af the mass of the
entire populdtion ol Pakistan
and will function with the will
and sanction of the entire body
ol people in Pakistan, imespet-
tive ol Caste, Cieed of Colour”,
We'nead Ja strong "Election
Commiskion’ appointed foith-
with. 22 percentior [ess than
that which voted in 2003 gener-
al elections wiis too srmall o fig-
ure for s universal franchise
Now, even Saudl Arabin s
rushing for democeacy. The
archaislic sysiems must be
assigned back 1o the ruins of
Dark Ages. If there (4 na
dempberacy. Pakisthn might not
be there.

The political parties with
thiin erocogdile tears for demod-
racy mist steengthen the NSC
first. Then they will not only be
ahle e baves noaiable Ao iy
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rejected the nonon that devel-
opment can be delivered from
"above". Development must be
endogenous. There can be no
development unless the peo-

worthy human beings, inferior
to none, is asserted. The human
quality of a people is indepen-
dent of their economic condi-
tion. People need self-esteem to
give their best and most cre-
ative response to vigorous chal-
lenges of development. Jinnah
was a greal emancipator and
conscious of self- esteem.

the youth to emancipate our
women. This is essential. What
I mean is that women should
share out life, not only social
but also political”. At the thir-
teen session of the All-India
Muslim League, at Delhi, on
24th April 1943, Jinnah said:
"there 1 should like to give a
warning to the landlords and
capitalists who flourished at
our expense by a system, which
is so vicious, which is so
wicked and which makes them
so selfish that it is difficult to
reason with them.

They have forgotten the les-
son of Islam. Greed and self-
ishness have made these people
subordinate to the interests of
others in order to fatten them-

1em and i 1mprove the quall*y of
1eir life.

The_irony is that these gre the
saders who claim to speak for

ir monnia alshiac sl oL o

ple’s pride in themselves as-

He said: "May I appeal to.

any more. It would al
many of the faciliti
the Baloch are ext

making. In 1971, the former
East Pakistan (Bengla Desh)
was lost, due to Indian’i 1nvaston
of that wing.

During Mr. Z.A Bhutto’s
period, people saw prosperity
as the items of daily use were
subsidizéd by the government
and any body who wanted
employment abroad went to the

Middle East and Gulf oil states.

Common man was happy for a
change. Zia’s policies left the
most troublesome and enduring
legacy. Ethnic and sectarian
violence, Army’s employment
on internal security duties,
depolltlsauon of the fragment-
ed society, eroded the already
frail political institutions and
encouraged the expression of
civic demands and grievances,
in linguistic and sectarian
modes.

Meanwhile, polmclans of
bureaucracy pervened the func-
tioning of the ‘steal frame’ and

led to weakening of the appara-

tus of state. Pakistani’s prob-
lems, because of his policies,
have multiplied and it fages
enemies within the country and
from across its borders, simul-
taneously. .

Two sets of factors have
been respens’ 'a for declme

Yt
w2 the Baloch in fod-

/« é]y managed public
projects.

day assaulted, on 28 Nov1997. .

Tribalism, Sirdari Nizam
and feudalism, the symbols of
archaism prevented democracy,
destroyed institutions and the
character of services, right
from day -one. Consequently,
civil and military bureaucracy
with politicized police like
itself have plundered the gar-
den of democratic rule- the rule
of the vast majority comprising

common man. India finished °

them right away and estab-
lished firm democracy;
Pakistan couldn’t do that and
lost more than half of its popu-
lation and seems to have lost its

" bearings too, not just because
_of .what happened on 12 Oct,
11999, but because of ‘musical

chairs’ business that begun
soon after the first year of inde-
pendence.

Almost all governments
since Ayub Khan’s government
in 1958 made a lot of noise

about rampant corrupnon and

the need for rooting it our, dis-
qualification of the so-called
corrupt politicians and making
a fresh start. Yet almost all of
them improved upon the level

‘of corruption. Adhocism was

responsible for it.
One hears about account-
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first. Then they will not only be
able to have a stable democracy
but also be able to keep the
civil/ military bureaucracy at
its place. Pakistan has as many
perils as it has got the opportu-
nities for itself. Life does not
stand still, like the interests of
the foreign powers. History is
constantly on the march, mak-
ing it necessary to evolve new
forms to cope with new devel-
opments.

This perennial opposition
between life and form has now

‘been intensified, because the

pace of life is much faster than
it has ever been in human exis-
tence. Unless leaders are
endowed with vision, wisdom
and courage, they can not see
through the intense conflict
between dynamic reality and
static forms.

The leader today must have
the vision and integrity to
remain at the crest of the move-
ment which brought them to
power, otherwise they are
doomed to become the flotsam
and jetsam of history. At this
epochal juncture fathomless
opportunities and awesome
consequences stand shoulder to
shoulder before Pakistan. We
need a leadership that could -
make the best of the opportuni-
ties for Pakistan.




