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o, &ll it took to pour cold
water — scorn aclually —
on two rays of hope held
aut by the governmen! of
the Big General was for Pakistan's
strong-man, Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain to get back to the Father-
land, make @ strong statement or
two and that was it. That is all,
just one statement, and everyone
who expected some improvement
in the eountry's image abroad and
its internal politics, came crashing
back to good old Pakistani terra
firma. Terra firma that is rife with
differences amongst the various
nationalities and segments of soci-
ety, and mired in hate for the next
person: specially one who is a
member of & minority.

The release of Asif Ali Zardari
after an unjust and cruel incarcer-
ation of eight full years under trial
in cases in which he had been
granted bail in the most serious of
them, and more than that the dec-
laration by the Big General himsell
that the Peoples Party and the

{Muslim League () should support.

Pakistan’s foreign policy specially
its fight against terror and terror-
ists, and that what the country
needed most of all was a *national
government” came as a breath of
fresh air, It 1eft the door open for a
reconciliation of sorts with the
leaders of Pakistan's biggest polit-
jeal parties, let us not be afraid 1o
name them, Eenazir Bhutto and
Nawaz Sharif. This was the best
news ina long, long time, giving
us heart that the General was at
last doing what he should have
done when he took over; bring the
eountry together so that all Pak-
istanis could put their shoulder to
the wheel and pull in one direction
to make this country a better
place.

But no, in jumped the Chaudhry
and his men, first Shiekh ‘Tulli’

The strongman rules ok

5" Chaudhry Shujaat’s onslaught did not stop at scuttling the General's
attempts to unify the country through its political parties
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with the PPP

EVEry newspaper

in the land had published. Then
Personal Banker Shaukat Aziz went
further to say that there was no
guestion of a national government
being formed. Then spake the
Hoss, Strong Man Shujaat Hussain
himself who made no bones when
he said that there was no way the
government (of the Big General,
mark) was going to threaten its al-
liances with “allied parties”; mean-
ing lotos and turneoats of various

and/or the PML(N)
for they would be the first to be
sent packing. But is it not in the
General's direct interest to rid
himself of the baggage he has col-
lected over the five years he has
been in power, and which now
hangs like the proverbial albatross
around his neck? 1 mean, look at
the untenable position he has put
himself in: at the top of a pyramid
with the shakiest foundations ever.
For what are they made of? Tehsil

Chaudhry Sahib’s interventions have proved once
again, my belief that the senior scion of the House
of Zahoor is the most powerful man in Pakistan
today, one who can even reverse anything the Big
General's government. intends 0,400 d0€S,.. .01

hues, by gettiﬁg into a compact

‘with the PPP and the PML{N).

He was so forceful that not only
did evervone jump to attention and
say “Yes sir, yes sir, three bags full
sir”, but Asif’s bail in the Justice
Nizam murder case was cancelled,
on the day he was to lead a large
rally in Rawalpindi he was ar-
rested upon arrival at the Islam-
abad airport and whisked back to
Karachi and jall. The scenes at 1s-
lamabad airport as shown by CNN
proved beyond doubt our wildness:
women political workers were
thrashed by police and tear gas
was fired inside the airport build-
ing, effectively shutting it down
for over two hours, resulting in
long delays in flight schedules.

One can perfectly understand

and Thana level politicos and loot-
ers of the Caoperatives who got to
where they did by dint of being
loyal followers of the Sharif Mafia.
Nothing more.

Importantly, what sort of mes-
sage does Zardari’s re-arrest send
to the country and the world? That
the Big General's government,
which postures so when it comes
to battling great big terrorists, is
petrified of a politician? That one
person sends it into paroxysms of
fear? That it is true that politi-.
cizans belonging to the smaller
provinces are dealt with differ-
ently than those belonging to the
Punjab?

Look at what the Big General
has reduced himself to: desperate
to. stay in uniform because he
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