Politics of intimidation

Y

IN ADVERSARIAL encounters
it 15 fit and proper to identify the
other side’s weaknesses and
exploit them to one’s advantage, In
war, it is legitimate also to create
weaknesses in the enemy’s ranks.
But it is not right for one team in'a
cricket match to hurt and disable
the other side's players deliberate-
ly. The same rule applies to demo-
cratic politics, for here the oppo-
nent is not to be treated as an

enemy.

In Pakistani practice, rules have been vio-
lated more than they have been followed,
The powers that be have both taken advan-
tage of existing weakness and created new
ones in the political system.

o (st

ured the Constitution by adding provisions
that would enlarge his role and quthority.
The grossly unethical practice of insdut-
ing bogus or unviable criminal cases against
selected members of the opposition contin-
e, These cases go on for years on end, pos-
sibly because the government itself does not
watt to bring them to a conclusion, causing
the impression that its purpose ismot @
have justice done but simply to exhaust and
weaken uncooperative politicians,
Following Ziaul Haq's example, General
Musharraf sent out his men to dismapt and
destabilize the political system. They
seduced a majority of the notables belong-
ing to PML-N te defect and set up a rival
group (PML-Q). They intervened in the elec-
tions of October 2002 to advantage the nom-
inees of this facton, enabling it o emerge
ay the largest single group in the National
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well under the present dispensation ans
they would appear to have no incentive fo
disrupting it

It may not be inappropriate at this poin
to sk what the natire of the peneral’s hols
on Shujaat Hussain and other PML-A
MNAs iz, As T have said above, many o
them are in his debt imasmuch as govern
ment officials and the “apencies™ wen
beyond the bounds of law in helping then
win their electoral contests. Bul this i
something that happened the day befor
vesterday. Consider also that they are no
accustomed to repaying their debes. Left v
themzselves, they will want to know wha
Musharraf has done for them lasely,

On the other hand, it may be just a
appropriate to ask what it i5 that he i
refraining from doing which, if done, coul
work to their great discomfiture. He is pu
ting NAB's fearsom

Khwaja Nanmuddin became
the prime minister following
Liaguat Ali Khan's assassina-
tion. He was soft-spoken, gen-
tle, almost meek of manner,
moderately competent and,
left to himself, nclined o be
indecisive, His political base in
East Pakistan was weakening
and he had none in the western

There

1S one situation

in which Pervez
Musharraf’s retention of the army post may
come handy — a situation in which he has
dissolved the National Assembly but the
Supreme Court has invalidated his action.

investigators to sleep s
far as the PMI-0 leades
and legislators are cor
cerned. He is  keepin
them from probing th
wrongdoing  of  whic
many of these politician
may be puilty, Is the ger
eral then holding swa
through the politics ¢

e o o m, Lhereisnothing he can do as president except intimidetion? Yes, b
axing advantage o 15 - . - A1 15 mOtNIE new 1 ot
weakness, hulam  t0 comply with the court’s verdict. But acting  experience. Fach succe
f&mhmdld;dtlhfugﬁe"“ﬁ;ﬁ; as the army chief he can make another coup,  7oioued to these i
and sbraswe,  dismissed  got agide the Constitution, impose martial law, #ome practices—atlea

Narimuddin and added to the
system’s existing weaknesses
by appointing Mohammad Al
Bogra as the new prime minis-
ter, Bogra, our ambassador in Washingron
ot the-tme; had no political base-anywhere
in Pakistan. After the formation of a new
Constituent Aszembly, Chandhry
Mobammad Al, who had never been a
politician, was called in to replace Bogra.
These were cases of crearing political weak-
ness,

Iskander Mirza, who replaced Ghulam
Mohammad, had gained considerable profi-
ciency in the art of political intrigue during
his tenure as a political agent in tribal arcas
in the northwest. He summoned this art to
his aid in dealing with politicians. He thrust
Dr Khan Sahib (the preindependence
Congress party chief minister of NWFFP) as
the chief minister of Wast Pakistan upon 2
reluctant PML. He responded to it conting-
ing protest by breaking it up: with the assis-
tance of Governor Mushtag Gurmani, he
seduced nearly half of the PML assembly
members to defect and form the Republican
Party. After making snd unmaking prime
ministers and the coalitions that supported
them, he brought in Ayub Ehan, the army
chief, to seize the government and outlaw
politics.

When it transpired that some kind of
democratic politics had o be readmitted,
Ayub Khan instituted his system of basic
democracies that disenfranchised the peo-
ple of Pakistan for all but elections to
mumnicipal and rural local councils.

Ziaul Hag ruled as & military dictator,
with the aid of martial law, for nearly sight
years. He did all he could to destroy the FFP
but failed in spite of the stark brutality his
AgeEnts visited upan its leaders and workers,
Intelligence ug;,ncmg split some! political

groups and merged others, When he decid-
ed to allow paolitics to réturn; he amended
the Constitution to provide fl:lr an authori-
tarian president possessed of a great deal of
discretionary authority.

After the elections of 1985, he chose a rel-
atively obscure politician, Mohammad
Khan Junejo, as prime minister, expecting
that being palitically weak he would be pli-
able. But when it became apparent that Mr
Junejo had a mind of his own, Zianl Hag dis-
missed him and the assemblies.

The present situation in ‘Pakistan repli-
cates the ope that Ziaul Hag had created.
Before retirning the country to a quasi-civil-
“fan m General Musharraf too disfig-

and rule as a military dictator.

Assembly, PMIL-Q iz thus in Geperal
Musharrafs debt, and many of itz MNAS
owe their positions 1o his exertions in their
behalf,

His agents alsc went after the PFP. All
kinds of hurdles were placed in the way of
its leading men and women before, during,
and after the elections. The party won a plu-
rality of seats in the Sindh assembly, but
intrigue sponsored by the higher powers
prevented it from purting together a coali-
tion to form the provincial government
Several persons who had won the electon
a5 its nominees were persuaded to defect,
form a separate group, and join the govern-
ment. Held in relatively low esteem becatse
of their opportunism, they oo are now weak
and in the general’s debt.

Having spread all this weakness around,
the general should feel secure in his posi-
ton as the “king of the castle,” regardless of
the fact that the “castle™ is in a state of ter-
rible disrepair. Actually, he doesn't. He
believes thar his hold on power will remain
shaky unless We comtinpes o be the ariny
chict at the same time that he is president.
This 1% an interesting proposition and it
deserves to be explared,

Let it first be noted thar several heads of
state in gur experience — namely, Ghulam
Mohammad, Iskander Mirzz and Gholam
Ishag Ehan — were influential in govern-
ment decision-making even though none of
them headed the army, Each of them had a
reasonably good working reladonzship with
the army chief, It is appropriate then to azk
how the retention of the army post will bol-
ster Musharraf's Effncﬂmeisaspreﬂdmt
In ‘other wards, what exactly is it that he
can do df he keeps both posts that he will
not be able to doif he gives up his uniform?

The answer is by no means apparent. It
hag become fashionable w say thar if
Musharraf gives up the army post his poli-
cies (e.g., those with regard to extremism
and ‘terrorism, relations with America,
peace-making with India) might be discon-
dnued. The reasoning behind this appre-
hension 15 not clear. The implication here
may be that Prime Minister Shaukat Asiz,
Chaudhry Shujaar Hussain, and his col-
leagues in PML-Q may then no longer be
amenable to his advice or direction. If that
indeed is the reasoning, it is not sound,
These mer and women seem 1o be ‘doing

since 1972,

Let us suppose for th
sake. of advancing th
ar ent that somewher
along the line Mr Shaukat Aziy, or anothe
person who replaces him as primée ministe
develops his own palicy preferénces ar
derides to heed the views articulated ;
parliament, the advice-of his cabinet, an
his own judgment insread of simply impl
menting Musharraf's directives. What ce
the general do if he does not like this mo
of events?

Even if he is sdll the army chief ar-tl
same time that he is president, he cann
move troops against the prime minister
ather recalcitrant politiclans, Acting in h
capacity as president, he can do nothir
other than what General Ziaul Hag did in
like simuation: he can dissolve the Nadon
Aszsembly and dismiss the prime ministe
He has the authority to do s0 under Artic
58 (2-b) of the Constitution, and his rete
tion of the army post has no bearing on tl
subject whatsoever.

It is possible thar Musharraf™s authori
to deploy troops against certain hosti
forces within the country, and his abiliry
got the intelligence agencies to make ar
break politicians and political parties, w:
diminish if he quits his army post. He w
then have to proceed in concert with tl
new army chief if he wants to requisitic
the personnel and resources under the I
ter's command. The new chief may, or m:
not, go alomg with him, depending upe
what his purposes are. But this devels
ment, if it does materialize, cannot |
regarded as a loss to the country.

I can think of only one situation in whi
Perver MusharraP's retention of the am
post may come handy. Let us postulate a s
uaron in whith he has“dissolved ' d
National Assembly but the Supreme Cou
has invalidated his acton (as it had done
the case of Ghulam Ishag Khan's dismiss
of Nawaz Sharif and the assemblies
1993). There is nothing hie can do as pre:
dent except 1o comply with the court™s v
dict. But acting as the army chief he ¢
make another conp, set aside it
Constitution, impose martial faw, and
as-a military dictator. This is the only use
which his retention of the army post can |
put.
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