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By Firozuddin Ahmed Faridi

N the year 2004, the nation
shall, at long last, be blessed
with a National Security
Council. When one-and-a-
half years ago, on August 21, 2002
General Pervez Musharraf promulgat-
ed the Legal Framework Order, 2002
which made 29 amendments in the
1973 Constitution the most far-reach-
ing and controversial amendment
related to the creation of a 13-member
National Security Council (NSC).

Under a newly inserted (and now
deleted) article No. 152(A) in the con-
troversially amended Constitution, the
President of Pakistan was made the
chairman of the\NSC, and its other
twelve members were to be the prime
minister, the chairman of the Senate,
the speaker of the National Assembly,
the leader of the opposition in the
National Assembly, the chief ministers
of the four provinces, the chairman of
the joint chiefs of staff committee, and
the chiefs of staff of the Pakistan
army, Pakistan I'l\a\f}' and Pakistan air
force.

The NSC will serve as a forum for
consultation on:- (a) strategic matters
pertaining to the sovereignty, integrity
and security of the state; and

(b) matters relating to democracy,
governance and inter-provincial har-
mony.
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who were now corps commanders in
the Turkish army were also members
of the Turkish national assembly.
Unlike Mustafa Kemal, they did not
give up their army commands.
However, a vear later, on October
30, 1924, President Mustafa Kemal
gave them a choice between being a
corps commander or a member of the
national assembly. Only three opted
for the national assembly and resigned
their army commands. The rest
resigned from their assembly seats and
returned to their careers in the army.
It is specially to be noted here that
Mustafa Kemal became the president
of Turkey through elections, and once
he became the president, he immedi-
ately left the army and shed his uni-

form, what to speak of retaining the |

powerful post of the chief of the staff
of the army for a month or a year.

1t is apparent that the Turkish army
was sucked into a role in politics
because circumstances forced its
young and junior officers to become
revolutionaries and lead a people’s
revolt against an internal despotic
monarchy and wage a people’s war, on
land and sea, against formidable for-
eign foes who then comprised almost
the entire Christian Europe. What is
the history of the Pakistani army, and
its role in the freedom movement?

Before August 14, 1947, the commis-
sioned officers of the army of the undi-
vided India were as much the well-paid
and obedient servants of their British
masters as the covenanted officers of
the civil service of undivided India.
Neither the civil service of Turkey nor
that of the undivided India can claim a
pride of place or performance in the
national struggle against the foreign
masters. In fact, if anything, the con-
verse is true. The same applied to the
army of undivided India. However, the
same does not apply to the modern
Turkish army. It was the people’s
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has thus fourteen permanent members
(against thirteen members of our NSC)
and one ad-hoc member, 2/3rd heing
civilians and 1/3rd from the armed
forces.

How does the “Leader™ emerge?
What are his qualificatdons? What are
his powers? Articles 107, 109 and 110
of the Iranian constitution answer
these questions.

Under article 107, the power of
appointment of the “Leader” vests
with the experts, i.e., “Khabargain”,
elected by the people. These experts
review and consult among themselves
concerning all the “fugaha”. The
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strategic and now controversial role of /

the “Khabargan” is now the eye of the
storm in the Iranian politics.

Under article 109, the “Leader”
must possess the following qualifica-
tions:-

(a) scholarship required for perform-
ing the functions of “mufdi” in differ-
ent fields of “figh”;

(b) piety and justice required for the
leadership of the Islamic “ummah™;

(c) right political and social perspi-
cacity, prudence, courage, administra-
tive faculties and capability for leader-
ship.

Under article 110, some of the pow-
ers of the “Leader” are:-

(a) Supreme commander of the
armed forces;

(b) appointment and dismissal of:-

(i) the chief of the joint staff of the
armed forces;

(ii) the supreme commanders of the
armed forces;

(iii) the supreme judicial authority;

(iv) the chief commander of the rev-
olutionary guard; (v) the heads of the
radio and the television.

(c) dismissal of the president of the
republic, after the supreme court holds
the president guilty of the violation of
his constitutional duties, or after a vote
of the Islamic Consultative Assembly
testifying his incompetence;

(d) declaration of war and maobi-
lization of armed forces.

To sum up, one draws the follow-
ing lessons and conclusions from
the above facts:

One, there is neither any histori-
cal parallelism between the Turkish
and the Pakistani struggle for
national independence nor between
the evolution, the experience and
the traditions of their armies.
Paklﬂtan got its mdependencc

an elder qtatesman who was an emi--
nent lawyer. Turkey defended its
independence through an armed
struggle, under a young colonel.
Two, over the last decades
extending up to the 21st century,
the Turkish army has been retreat-
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