Islamabad’s Punjab syndrome
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One would have liked to have thought a lot better of Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali who is a former Prime Minister of Pakistan and therefore an elder statesman of this country. However his recent statement calling for the territorial trifurcation of the Punjab into three provinces really amounts to the stoking of the fires of parochialism in this country as if it has not had enough of this stuff. It is without any doubt an uncalled for nosing into the affairs of the Punjab and has no relevance to the real problems that are being faced by the people of Pakistan. It was therefore indeed a very big surprise to read his statement to this effect carried by a respected English daily of Lahore.
Even though prima facie it is rather hard to believe that such a statement could have emanated from a respected personage of Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali’s standing, the fact of the matter is that the statement attributed to him has so far neither been contradicted by him nor by quarters close to him and is therefore liable to remain stuck on him. My own guess is that this statement of Mir Zafarullah Khan has deliberately and calculatedly been planted by certain elements in Islamabad who have serious problems of their own in the handling of the Punjab and the running of the country in a political and constitutional manner. In fact they are very much the same elements that wish to run Pakistan arbitrarily and without recourse to the letter and spirit of the Constitution and without ascertaining the will of the people in doing so.
In fact this is not a new phenomenon in the history of Pakistan. Pakistan has for a long time been a victim of a series of minority dispensations. When the Bengalis were by virtue of East Pakistan an overall majority and part and parcel of the Pakistani Federation, the primary effort of these very elements was to keep the Bengalis out and effectively marginalised and placed in a non-participatory role in the crucial matters related to then greater and united Pakistan. In order to achieve these ends all sorts of stratagems were conceived and brought into play. There was the One Unit scheme in West Pakistan which was foisted on the country apparently to bring about unity but in effect ended up in precipitating ill-will and distrust between the Federating units of the country. 
They are indeed the same elements that took away and snatched the capital from Karachi and landed it in a rustic northern backyard on the naïve assumption that they had thus made the capital safe from the Indian military threat. From time to time they have had in their camp political collaborators from each of the provinces to provide them some encouragement and political cover that has not even been of a long-lasting nature. Non-political forces can never be everlasting. Structures that are based on predatory foundations we have been seeing them crumbling and tumbling down. That has happened in the past and it will in all likelihood happen again. 
We have seen what happened to the One Unit and to the basic democracies that were supposed to have sustained it and the 1962 Constitution. We have also witnessed the fate of the parity principle and how it only helped precipitate the departure of East Pakistan from the Pakistani Federation. The country has been subjected to any number of sand-modeling exercises in the past and continues to get the same sort of treatment even in this day and age and we have indeed become a country that hinges itself to the interests of others who are more dominant and thus able to determine our will. Paradoxically we have refused to learn any basic lessons from the more experienced and wiser democracies in matters of statecraft, the conduct of realpolitik and the development of institutional government in a fast moving world situation. 
The problem in this respect is indeed two-fold. First many of our politicians and officials have still not quite grown out of their inherent parochialisms and worse still their outright narrow localisms. In doing so they thus continue to inflict their petty brands of political engineering such as bifurcations and trifurcations that are only designed to preserve their respective pocket and rotten boroughs in the countryside so that they or their nominees can get elected and re-elected “ad infinitum”.
They thus intend to preserve their own very narrow interests that are downright simplistic in content. And secondly the authorship of proposals such as bifurcations and trifurcations are essentially the products of diseased and limited minds that are seriously limited in their approach to the problems faced by the rank and file of the Pakistani people.
Prior to 1971 when geopolitically we were much more significant as a Federation with Bengal as an integral part of our body politic, the primary concern of the Federal Government used to be as to how to handle a troublesome, far-flung, overpopulated and noisy province of East Bengal otherwise also referred to as East Pakistan. At that point of time East Bengal in population terms outnumbered the rest of the provinces all put together. 
Since 1971 when East Pakistan was lost by us, in population census terms we have arrived at a repeat situation in that the province of Punjab in population terms out-numbers all the other provinces of Pakistan put together. But instead of having learnt some lessons from the loss of East Pakistan we have merrily continued to follow the same discredited policy route that led to the unmitigated political disaster of 1971. All that has happened is that the Punjab in real terms has so far as the federal picture is concerned taken the place of Bengal. What used to be Islamabad’s Bengal syndrome till 1971 has been replaced by a current Punjab syndrome? Almost every government in Islamabad since 1971 seems to spend sleepless nights worrying as to what are the goings-on in the Punjab ever since it acquired a post-facto giant-like proportion in the post-1971 Federal picture.
So no wonder then from time to time one hears that there are reminders in the form of oblique signals as well as direct signals addressed to the Punjab from Islamabad so that Punjab dutifully toes the Islamabad line and wags its tail irrespective of what there is to be found for it in any Federal package. The Jamali statement hinting that the province of Punjab can be split into three provinces is in effect a not-so-veiled threat to the Punjab saying that if it ever tries to be funny i.e over-demanding and difficult with Islamabad, its splitting into three can well happen to the Punjab via the devolution route for which the LFO amendments to the Constitution have enough elbow room to offer. 
There is also thereby enough bait to offer to any nuisance creating guys around and that this in effect will also be an across-the-board job creating exercise some what on the lines of post-Biafra Nigeria where General Yakubu Gowon created a score of Governorships for the deserving as well as the needy ones and the highly-strung ones too and life will thereon proceed merrily thereafter. With that sort of dispensation how long will we able to travel in a troubled world ruled by Bush and his satraps all over. With the Indians also gone under a la Condoleezza Rice it is indeed a very bleak regional picture that one sees emerging in our South Asian region.
And if there is to be a truly democratic dispensation in Pakistan the province of Punjab will have to be no exception to it. But most of all this talk that one hears so very often about the trifurcation of the province of Punjab will have to be put a stop to. Islamabad will also have to grow up and grow out of its syndromes both past and present. It is about time it started developing some political skills in dealing with its citizens and the territories that constitute its legal jurisdiction as leader of a Federal State instead of trying to impose its will through veiled threats and cajoling. 

