Hafsa vigilantes
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Shah Abdul Aziz and Shah Abdul Rashid Ghazi the senior and junior Khateebs of Lal Masjid were engaged since long in delivering anti-government sermons, in which demands were being made to implement Sharia law, institute Qazi courts, close video shops and brothels and remove immorality. Wayward people including the police were warned to mend their ways. Simultaneously they were training a female baton battalion to confront immoral men and women and implement their agenda to purify the society.
The two clerics took note of the depravity and decided to do something about it. Their determination and actions have sent tremours in the establishment and the “enlightened”, moderates and modernists. 
Umme Hasan the principal of Jamia Hafsa, Maulana Shah Abdul Aziz the Imam of Lal Masjid, and female students of the seminary firmly believe that loose morals, brothels and waywardness in the society must be eradicated by force, and a sin free society must be established in Pakistan. It is alleged that there are hundreds of brothels in the city, that call girls carry mobile phones, that pimps and mafias are engaged in “the flesh business”, that on weekends “loose women” from other cities come to Islamabad for a night out. 
These new discoveries have shocked the people of Islamabad. Many here feel that these are exaggerations, and Islamabad is a morally clean city, inhabited by decent educated people. But the clerics think otherwise. They have created a cult, using black robed “Danda” girls to intimidate the government and the people in pursuit of their motives.
All governments have slept over the alleged immorality in the society. In Lahore successive administrations struck out against Hira Mandi, and other red light areas, but the pimps quickly moved the girls in posh houses in fashionable societies. The report that there are hundreds of brothels in Islamabad, and “Madams” have purchased and rented houses in almost all sectors has shocked every one, but is it true? Targeting only women is not fair, because there are wicked men who force poor destitute women into such degradation. Helpless women are used by men for immoral gratification, and cater to the demands and pressure from characterless men, who are to be equally blamed. 
Female vigilantes of Jamia Hafsa seminary took over the community correction role by kidnapping Shamim Akhtar, a middle aged “Madam”, her young daughter and daughter in law, subjected them to torture and made them confess their sins in public. But they took no notice or action against the characterless males, who are behind this sordid affair. Some women are forced by circumstances of utter destitution to feed starving children. Similarly women never resort to prostitution, especially in a Muslim country, because the taboo and the shame is too great. Such women become outcasts.
In the case of Shamim Akthar , no “Sharia” or any other court was allowed to conduct a fair trial. The victims were not allowed to hire lawyers for legal protection. The act of kidnapping by Hafsa vigilantes, and public disgrace was unlawful, contrary to ethics and requirements of justice, Sharia or the law of the land. 
The Hafsa Khateeb and the girls took the law into their own hands, and implemented the law of the jungle against defenceless women. In strongly worded articles titled “Girls gone wild”, “Feminism or terrorism”, “Religion in wrong hands”, “Call to arms”, “Civil society under threat”, prominent writers have called unlawful actions of Hafsa vigilantes as dangerous attempts to create mass hysteria, to destabilise the state and the society. No action so far against Hafsa audaciousness means that illegal extremist behaviour will be tolerated. 
They occupied government children Library, which since four months is illegally occupied by them. They blatantly detained two police constables, and kept them confined till two of their teachers in Police custody were set free. The Jamia Hafsa Morality Force, forced their way into video shops, and made the shop keepers surrender thousands of video films and CDs, which were burnt, and the TV film footage showed frenzied Taliban torching the CDs in full public glare. 
The excited extremists raised their hands in victory signs. Among many women the Hafsa veiled vigilantes have provoked admiration. They are delighted that hitherto docile “purda” girls, have sent a strong message to the male dominated Pakistani society to be on guard. Others feel that ‘Moral Policing” is wrong. Allah is the better judge, and all citizens must respect the law. It is doubtful that Hafsa girls by their ruthless behaviour have empowered Pakistani women. It is clear that they are followers of an extremist cult that will damage their confused cause, and will bring bad name to the Pakistani society. Pakistani women are deprived, and exploited, and need better role models to lead them. The threat of suicide bombings by Lal Masjid’s Khateeb, cannot be ignored. Authorities need to wake up.
It is said that prostitution is the oldest profession in the world. It is in every country of the world, including all Muslim countries. In Afghanistan, the Taliban had banned women from work and education. There were thousands of widows in Kabul after the ten year long war against the Red Army, and the civil war that followed. Perforce the widowed women had to work to feed their children. 
According to reports sixty thousand starving widows resorted to begging in Kabul, and became the target of beatings and assaults at the hands of Taliban thugs. Several thousands were forced to sell their bodies to feed their starving families. The Lal Masjid clerics and the angry girls need to investigate the reasons for immorality in the country, especially in Islamabad. If starving widows are the culprits, they need to be helped financially to stand on their own feet. They need to be rehabilitated. If women have been forced into prostitution by thugs, pimps and mafia, then such elements must be fully exposed, and proceeded against by the state and the society. 
Despite the challenge it is in order for the society to ensure that sex perversion, prostitution, drugs and pornography is contained if not uprooted.
But women who are the victims, must be protected; and the men who are the culprits must be must be brought to justice. Jamia Hafsa and Jamia Faridia baton wielding vigilantes, and the two renowned clerics, who have lost their patience with the government and the society need to control their rage, anger and emotions. The Lal Masjid clerics, like many other madaris are spreading Jihadist ideologies, regardless of the consequences. Their insistence that Pakistani society is polluted, corrupt and immoral is incorrect. Majority of us are God fearing, decent citizens. But like any other country on the fringe are extremists, some are criminals and immoral. 
After 9/11 the government was forced to deal with the violent religious schools, but the policy did not succeed. Some Khateebs, including brothers Abdul Aziz and Abdul Rashid Ghazi rejected official plans and policy, and have become rebellious. 
Many Jihadi schools including Jamia Hafsa and Jamia Faridia, commanded by the above named clerics, have become a threat to national security and stability. It is well known that Klashnikovs, bombs, explosives and lethal weapons have been stacked up in these seminaries. The threat by the above clerics to launch suicide bombers, provide evidence that besides weapons and explosives, they have trained male and female suicidals. 
Government must act before it is too late.
