Deterrence Serving Peace and Stability 
India’s blatant aggression against Pakistan in May 2025, and Israel’s unstoppable spree of hate, violence, and barbarism is respecting neither humanity nor international borders. 
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Lord Palmerston, a 19th-century British statesman and twice Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, is often quoted for his proverbial words on foreign policy and its goals serving the national interest. Lord Palmerston’s words are an outcome of rationality and wisdom when he articulates: “Therefore I say that it is a narrow policy to suppose that this country or that is to be marked out as the eternal ally or the perpetual enemy of England. We have no eternal allies, and we have no perpetual enemies. Our interests are eternal and perpetual, and those interests it is our duty to follow.” In the case of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, it is this singularity of converging national interests which has culminated in a historic friendship and brotherhood into the SDMA (Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement). Pakistan and Saudi Arabia inked an extraordinary agreement between the two nations, people and countries on September 17, 2025.
This is, of course, a monumental defence arrangement between the countries, and it is bound to get noticed, debated and analysed. However, falling prey to a narrow perspective, this defence agreement between two important nations of the present-day world is often viewed and scrutinised.
The admirers of SDMA are presenting it as an agreement that somehow naively imagines a kind of power potential that will leverage a threat to other regional and global players. The critics also view it with scepticism that it can plunge Pakistan into unwanted conflicts in the Middle East and the Gulf region. India, Israel and even the USA are being viewed with both positives and negatives towards the agreement, but all that goes in the analysis domain is related to war only. However, the SDMA, in fact, is an agreement of peace and stability. The agreement sets a pre-emptive framework in which it would enable the two important countries of the world to thwart all moves made by reckless, arrogant and violent powers impacting other nations.
India’s blatant aggression against Pakistan in May 2025, and Israel’s unstoppable spree of hate, violence and barbarism is respecting neither humanity nor international borders. In such a chaotic and violent world, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have chosen a path which portrays deterrence, not as a threat to others, but as a guarantor of peace and stability. Israel has destroyed the peace in the Middle East, and India under Modi is also a continuous threat to regional peace in South Asia. Somehow, the United States of America, despite peaceful overtures and tones, could neither stop Israel in Gaza nor bomb sovereign countries like Syria, Lebanon, Iran and now Qatar. In such a violence-prone geo-political milieu, it was vital for Pakistan and Saudi Arabia to synergise their efforts for safeguarding their national interest, which requires peace to thrive and not conflict and war.
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are two responsible and powerful nations which don’t suffer from any historic illusion, arrogance of power and a revisionist agenda which have imperilled the survival of others. The whole world is clamouring for victims of Gaza, the adherence to the UN Resolutions regarding Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, but all remains worthless to the deaf ears of PM Benjamin Netanyahu and Narendra Modi. If their convergence in hate and violence is allowed tacitly or otherwise, peace stands no chance. Contrary to this, the SMDA by pledging, “any aggression against either country shall be considered an act of aggression against both” is defensive in nature as it doesn’t espouse an aggressive intent, but a measure against those who stand blinded by arrogance of power and ambition. Ironically, the Central Command of the United States, despite having its forward base in Qatar, has not been able to stop (should have actually deterred) Israel from bombing a smaller country, which is famous for peace parleys, and not war. Never to forget that peace dialogue between the Afghan Taliban and the USA took place in Doha, and the presence of Taliban in Doha didn’t entice the USA to conduct a military operation against peace envoys, but this singular disreputable honour goes to Israel. Benjamin Netanyahu, instead of expressing any regrets, arrogantly declares that it would attack any country without prior warning, presumably posing a threat to Israel.
Pakistan is located in South Asia, and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia lies in the Middle East; therefore, such a defensive agreement between the two should be viewed in the framework of peace and stability extending to the two regions and beyond. Pakistan is a nuclear and military power; Saudi Arabia, along with military strength, also holds a vital diplomatic and financial leverage. When two such nations with their power potentials and responsible track records of handling geo-political challenges join together, it is tantamount to entering a new era of regional stability.
One additional aspect which is being misconstrued is religio-cum-ideological portrayal of the agreement. It is no denying the fact that Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are two brotherly Muslim nations with deep-rooted ties, including religion, and Pakistan always took great pride in sharing the defence responsibility of the holy cities of Mecca and Madina, and now complete Saudi Arabia, but essentially this alliance is not aimed at any ideological conflict. No such grand designs have ever been expressed by the leadership of the two countries. However, Greater Israel and Akhand Bharata are agendas which pose a threat to the Middle East and South Asia.
For the USA, such an agreement between its two traditional allies should also be seen as a positive development. It is Pakistan which has emerged as a fully responsible nation in the May 2025 conflict and not India, and similarly, it is Saudi Arabia which has shown restraint despite the aggression and barbarism shown by Israel so far against other Arab nations.
The SMDA expectedly will be a force of peace and stability using deterrence as a tool rather than merciful cries that have gone hitherto unheard and unheeded.
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