Commonwealth's warning 

COMMONWEALTH Secretary General Don McKinnon's assertion that General Musharraf must give up either the Presidency or his command by 2007, when his current presidential term ends, came on the heels of the ruling leadership's suggestion that he stay in uniform for his second term. Mr McKinnon, who is in New Delhi for a broadcasters' conference said on Monday that "if it does not happen in 2007, which is the outer limit, the Commonwealth ministers would want to get together again and make recommendations as necessary." He said the body was monitoring the situation in Pakistan while being engaged with Islamabad in a "low-key but firm manner." Even though he did not indicate what action could be suggested by the members if the President did not give up his dual role in the stipulated time, those in authority should not get carried away by his observation that after its return to the 53-nation club in 2004, Pakistan had come a long way in terms of democratic reforms for which the group wanted to "give credit" to Islamabad. 
No doubt Mr McKinnon has made such statements before, only to retract them, as he did soon after meeting General Musharraf following Pakistan's readmission. He was on record as saying that it was important that the Pakistani President had gone to the Parliament for seeking its approval to hold on to his uniform. But that does not indicate any paradigm shift in the world's opinion that military rule and democracy are incompatible. Nor has the Commonwealth changed its stance, as the November Malta Summit communiqué showed, by stating that Pakistan's progress towards democratization would be watched. It is humiliating that a country envisioned as a democratic state with no room for theocracy or military rule has repeatedly come under watch by world organisations. After 58 years, we are nowhere near the goals set by the founding fathers. The ruling leadership cannot escape the blame for supporting the uniform for obvious reasons, but it is unsettling to hear from the Acting Chief Justice of Pakistan that the Supreme Court in none of its decisions has barred General Musharraf from holding the office of President for a second term. This is literally true, but honourable members of the superior judiciary should note that their observations on such controversial issues as might come up before them for interpretation have been misused in the past in an attempt to have an impact on court proceedings. 
The President would be well advised to ignore suggestions by the ruling leadership that he retain both offices. Those asking him to do so only want to draw political and administrative mileage to ensure victory in the general elections by hook or by crook. If General Musharraf is contemplating a second term, he would do well to doff his uniform and contest the elections on the basis of his own record as well as the performance of his government over the past six years.
