Dhaka revisited
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Urdu and Urdu alone will be the State Language of Pakistan, declared Quaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah before a mammoth but restive crowd in Dhaka. The Viking carrying the dying Jinnah, his lungs corroded and moth eaten by a terminal disease, was the only silver lining in the rain carrying clouds which had borne Jinnah to Dhaka the day before. 
Jinnah was received by Khwaja Nazimuddin, former Premier of Undivided Bengal and Jinnah’s successor as Governor General of Pakistan six months later as well as senior Civil and Military Officers including Mr Aziz Ahmed, the powerful Chief Secretary. It is unfairly said of Mr Aziz Ahmed that he was proud and arrogant, he speaks only to God it was rumoured at the Dhaka Club. 
It was the practice of the British Government of India to post most of the officers of the elite Indian Civil Service outside their home provinces. Thus, Aziz Ahmed and NM Khan were posted to the Bengal Cardre, Mr Azfar from Allahabad University to Orrissa, Mr IU Khan, also from Allahabad University and a close friend of Azfar, to the Punjab Cardre. Similarly, Mr Hashim Raza from Lucknow was posted to Sindh, Mr Abdul Majid from the Allama Mashriqui family of Lahore to Madras and Dr SM Ikram to the Bombay cardre. There were some like SS Jafri, Deputy Commissioner Barabanki adjoining Lucknow, also a graduate of Allahabad University and Mr Hafiz Abdul Majid, the Financial Commissioner Punjab, who were posted in their province of origin. 
As a Bengal Civilian, Mr Aziz Ahmed did more than any other public servant to rescue the Muslim peasantry from the clutches of extortionate money lenders and exploitation by the Landlords Bengal. Those of us who have read Rabindranath Tagores famous short story “The Kabutiwalla” will testify that the Bengal famine during the Second World War as Jallianwala Bagh in the wake of the First World War struck at the very foundations of the British Raj. According to AK Sen, the infamous Bengal Famine was caused not by the shortage of rice but inequality of incomes. In other words, Sen’s thesis is that there was enough food for the starving millions but they did not have the money to buy the food. It may be well to remember that Sen was awarded the Nobel prize for his contribution to the esoteric Social Choice Theory and can hold his own among Econometricians. 
As Deputy Commissionr Sambalpur in Orrissa, Azfar took the law into his own hands by passing orders that 10 per cent of the rice crop be stored in public view at the Thanas, to demonstrate to the hoarders and profiteers that there was sufficient grain available, which would be released in case of any profiteering. Predating Sens thesis Azfar was awarded the OBE for this initiative by Lord Wavell, the Viceroy during the War years, who famously said that the finest legacy of the British Raj was the District Officer who was the pivot of the administration. It is a great pity that, in a fit of hubris, the present government has abolished this 150-year-old post of DC, which has stood the test of time. 
One of the reasons for the troubles in Balochistan is the dismissal of the first Baloch Prime Minister one week after the passing of the Federal budget, repeating the dismissal of the first Bengali Prime Minister Khwaja Nazimuddin in April 1953, also a week after the passing of the budget. 
Muslim Bengal was poor largely because the British, having wrested power from Nawab Sirajudaulah of Murshidabad, decided to create a new feudal class from the Hindu elite. The instrument of this new power was the permanent settlement introduced by Lord Cornwallis, which conferred ownership rights at a fixed rent on a new class of zamindars, such as Satyajit Ray and Tagore, who derived their wealth and power from the collection of unbridled rents from the largely Muslim peasanys. 
The British also shifted the capital of Bengal. As sea power was the source of the British Raj all the capitals of the presidency provinces madras Bombay and Bengal were sea-ports. Indeed, Calcutta was the capital of British India and the residence of the Viceroy until 1911, when Lutyens Red Sandstone made Delhi the traditional centre of the paramount power in India, was restored as the capital. 
An attempt was made by the Viceroy Lord Curzon, during the first decade of the twentieth century to partition Bengal into two provinces, west Bengal and create a new province of East Bengal and Assam, with its capital at Dhaka. The High Court building and Curzone Hall at Dhaka University, the latter is the epicenter of the emergence of Bangladesh, are vestiges of the Curzon adventure. Amidst a wave of indignation and protests from the Bhadra Lok the Partition of Bengal by Curzon had to be undone to be resurrected in 1971 in shape of Bangladesh. As is said, it is easier to create a State than a Province. 
The rest is history, every schoolboy in Pakistan knows that the Muslim League was founded at Dhaka with Nawab Salimullah of Ahsan Manzil as its first President. The Aga Khan had led a Muslim delegation in the same year, which waited on the Viceroy Lord Minto, with demands for representations and reservations for the Muslims who were in a minority. As Independence drew near the Muslim majority areas of Bengal in the East and North-West India sought reservations and eventually self government. 
The Lahore Resolution of 1940 was moved by AK Fazl-ul-Haq, one of the three Muslim premiers of undivided Bengal, the others being Khwaja Nazimuddin and Hussain Shaheed Suhrawardy. On merits Suhrawardy had a better claim to be the first Prime Minister of Pakistan. This is an “if” of history. As Pascal famously said “If Cleopatra’s nose had been longer the course of history may have been different.” 
It is now well known that Jinnah authorised Suhrawardy to negotiate and independent Undivided Bengal but the Congress declined this offer. Jinnah’s pronouncement at the race course in Dhaka was met with an uneasy calm though part of the crowd mostly students of Dhaka University, rose in protest and were told to sit down “Aap log baith Jao” said the Quaid in his imperfect Urdu. 
By 1952, when Khwaja Nazimuddin as Prime Minister repeated the Quaid’s pronouncement the movement for the declaration of Bengali as State Language the Language Movement had struck deep roots. This time the reaction was not sullen but took the form of street demonstrations led by students and firing on the students who became the first martyrs of Bangladesh. Thus the seeds of separation were nurtured with the blood of the students of Dhaka University. 
In 1954, the first elections to the Provincial Assembly of the Eastern Wing turned into a rout for the Muslim League which retained only nine out of 300 seats while the Chief Minister Nurul Amin lost to a medical graduate. Declaration of Bengali as one of the two State Languages of Pakistan and Mazimum Provincial Autonomy were the principal planks in the 21-point manifesto of the United Front, let by Suhrawardy and Fazl-ul-Haq, which swept the 1954 elections. 
The constitution of 1956 was a historic compromise but its abrogation by Ayub Khan in 1958 on the eve of the first general election sounded the death knell for Pakistan. Ayub himself realised that East Pakistan would not stay forever. “East Pakistan now has a Civil Service and an army so that when Muslim Bengal separates form Pakistan they will be able to stand on their own feet,” President Ayub told the Ambassador designate to Thailand, Hayat Junejo the famous lawyer from Larkana, an expert in criminal law. 
Dr Rehman Siobhan, the renowned East Bengal Economist from Cambridge University, published his Two Economy Thesis in the footsteps of Jinnah’s Two Nation Theory, East and West Pakistan have two separate and distinct economies was the hypothesis of Rehman Sobhan. This was followed by the Six Points of Mujibur Rehman that were probably drafted by Rehman Sobhan. Rehman did not deny that he was the author of the six points at a lunch hosted in the tropical gardens of his Gulshan House. 
The Bangladesh economy is booming. There are two million women garment workers in Dhaka alone. Cotton garment exports from Bangladesh exceed ours though we grow the raw material and have replaced the traditional jute goods as the mahor export of Sonar Bangla. Literacy is said to be the best birth control pill and this is proven by the example of Bangladesh, which has a lower population and much higher rates of female literacy than Pakistan. Back home I was delighted to read that the people of Bangladesh are among the happiest tin the World. Perhaps we can console ourselves that the birth of Pakistan was the foundation stone of Bangladesh for if partition had not taken place Bangladesh would not have been possible. 
In a famous poem written after a visit to Bangladesh after the fall of Dhaka, our poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz lamented: 
How many rainfalls will it take 
To wash away the bloodstains of 1971 
I found immense goodwill for Pakistan when I revisited Dhaka after three decades. Faiz Sahib, I am glad to report to you that the bloodstains have been almost washed away – it has taken thirty-five monsoons. 
