Nuclear dichotomies


THE simmering crisis surrounding Iran’s nuclear programme has exposed the dichotomies in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. It is now inarguable that the NPT, which was ostensibly drawn up to protect the world against the hazards of nuclear proliferation, was actually created as a tool for the big powers to manipulate to safeguard their supremacy in international politics. Iran is correct when it points out that the US should first seek to eliminate the nuclear arsenals of Israel, India and Pakistan before demanding that Iran give up its nuclear programme. In fact, one may also add that the five big nuclear powers should also begin the process of dismantling their own nuclear weapons as stipulated in the NPT.

The fact of the matter is that the stance of the Big Nuclear Five, especially the United States, smacks of political sophistry rather than a genuine concern for preventing the spread of nuclear weapons to make the world a safer place. Had it not been so, they would not have adopted a blatantly discriminatory position vis-à-vis different countries that have entered the nuclear race. Since Israel is America’s protégé in the Middle East and promotes Washington’s strategic interests in the region, never has a finger been lifted against its nuclear ambitions. For all one knows, the US has extended a helping hand to Israeli scientists in their quest for a nuclear bomb. Simply explaining it away by saying that Israel did not sign the NPT is brazen and amounts to encouraging the states which signed the NPT to walk out of it. Even in South Asia, it is Pakistan and not India that has received the brunt of American anger at the nuclear proliferation that has taken place. All this makes a farce of the NPT. One would not question the goals of the treaty which seeks to make the world nuclear weapons-free. But its underlying principles can certainly be questioned as they have been since the start. It divides the world into the nuclear haves and the have-nots and gives special privileges to the former. The nuclear powers are also expected to dismantle their nuclear weapons. But in the absence of a specified deadline, they will never take the road to disarmament. Now is the time for a consistent approach to nuclear disarmament

