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As the Indo-US civil nuclear accord is being examined by US Congress for approval, various members of US think tank and media, express their reservations. 
David Albright, President, Institute for Science and International Security (ISIS) and former IAEA Inspector, along with Susan Basu, in an article published on March 10, 2006, stated, "ISIS has uncovered a well-developed, active, and secret Indian programme to outfit its uranium enrichment programme and circumvent other countries' export control efforts. In addition, ISIS has concluded that Indian procurement methods for its nuclear programme leak sensitive nuclear technology." 
David Albright reveals that Indian Rare Earths (IRE) Ltd. of Mumbai focused on recovering minerals and processing rare earths, procures sensitive materials and technology clandestinely under the direction of India's Atomic Energy Department for a secret gas centrifuge uranium enrichment plant codenamed the "Rare Materials Project" (RMP) outside Mysore, India. 
The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) operates the plant and appears to both coordinate procurements for this facility with IRE and pursue procurements for its own divisions through IRE. RMP itself is rarely acknowledged by the Indian government as a gas centrifuge plant. Public information about India's procurement for RMP is also shrouded in secrecy. 
The procurement also has a dangerous side effect - the leakage of sensitive nuclear information. IRE regularly places inconspicuous lists of items in Indian newspapers to invite bids from potential suppliers to RMP. Before submitting a bid, prospective suppliers can purchase, for a small fee, the detailed blueprints, manufacturing instructions, and specifications of a particular item. 
Earlier in his testimony before the House Committee on International Relations, Hearing on the US-India "Global Partnership" and its Impact on Non-Proliferation, on October 26, 2005, David Albright had warned, "This agreement could pose serious risks to the US security. 
If fully implemented, it could catapult India into a position as a major supplier of both nuclear materials, equipment, and technology. With a weak export control system, Indian companies could become major suppliers to the nuclear weapon programmes of adversaries of the United States, in some cases possibly using technology which the United Sates originally provided."
In his findings, the former IAEA inspector raises harrowing prospects: "India's past and current procurement practices raise troubling issues for the proposed expansion of US-Indian cooperation in nuclear or nuclear-related areas. In addition, without a change in procurement practices, any Indian commitment to clearly separate military and civilian nuclear facilities is not credible.
Congress should also require an additional Executive Branch annual certification that Indian companies or government-controlled entities have not engaged in trade that contributes to nuclear programmes in countries which have not joined or have violated the NPT or are suspected of having a secret nuclear programme."
Readers may recall the exposé of two Indian nuclear scientists, Dr. Y S R Prasad and Dr. Surendar Chaudhary, on whom the international nuclear watchdog IAEA is keeping a close watch, following the imposition of sanctions by US State Department on September 29, 2004, exercising Non-Proliferation Act 2000 through a Public Notice No-4845, which was notified in the Federal register as 69FR58212 Notice. 
The details of which have been provided earlier in this author's Op-Ed titled: "Indian nuclear proliferation" in The Nation of May 25, 2005.
The Hindustan Times of April 10, 2005 revealed the news of the arrest of a Dubai-based Indian national, Ravinra Singh for trying to sell Indian nuclear secrets to foreign countries. A Washington Times report states that two Indian companies, Sabero Organics Chemicals and Sandhya Organics Chemical have been blacklisted by the US Government on charges of supplying Iran with prohibited materials capable of being used in chemical weapons programmes. 
Sanctions were imposed on Protech Consultant Private Limited, an Indian firm in 2003, for supplying chemical and biological weapons related materials to Iran as well Iraq. Another Indian firm NEC Engineering Private Limited was mentioned in the British government's Iraq dossier for helping Iraq produce ammonium perchlorate in a plant at Al-Mamoun, a key ingredient in producing solid rocket propellants and providing banned chemicals to other suspect facilities like the Fallujah Chlorine Plant.
With such flagrant examples of Indian irresponsibility in the nuclear arena, USA is hardly in a position to deny Pakistan's civil nuclear energy requirement and disparage Dr. AQ Khan's international nuclear proliferation syndicate and declare "India and Pakistan have different energy needs and a different history




