Nobel Prizes for Peace and More 
We should challenge the right-wingers in these fields. That would do them good, and it would be good for the rest of us too. 
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Nobel Prizes for science, medicine, culture, economics, and peace were announced last week and Monday this week. The award-winning ceremonies will take place on or about 10 December with great festivities in Stockholm and Oslo. Most of this year’s Nobel Prize laureates come from the USA and Europe, some born elsewhere but having joined American universities and succeeded in their academic work there. Two winners are Japanese, Sakaguchu Shimon (74) in medicine and Kitagawa Susumu (74) in chemistry, both from Kyoto University, sharing prizes with two other laureates. The winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature is the Hungarian writer Lâzio Kraznahorka (71). Only two of this year’s laureates are women.
The winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, Maria Corina Machado (58), is from Venezuela in Latin America. She is a prominent yet controversial voice for the reintroduction of democracy in her country. She is a right-wing politician in opposition to President Nicolas Maduro (62), the socialist leader who succeeded President Hugo Chavez, who died in 2013 after having ruled since 1999. The two authoritarian socialist presidents have taken the oil-rich country of Venezuela, with 28.4 million people, from relative riches but with huge inequalities into regression and poverty for many. Eight million people have fled the country to become refugees in neighbouring countries and the USA. In 2024, Machado won the opposition’s primary election but was blocked from standing as a candidate at the presidential election, thus making it possible for Maduro to get a third six-year term in office, yet he was declared winner in the election with just over fifty percent. Had Machado been allowed to contest, it is likely that she might have won.
Unlike millions of Venezuelans, Maria Corina Machado has not fled the country but stayed on to lead the opposition from within. She is in secret hiding, suspected by many to be in the American Embassy chancery or ambassador’s residence. She is barred from leaving the country legally and fears for her life if caught.
Machado is an industrial engineer and finance expert, trained at a Catholic university in Venezuela and American universities, and she has private sector work experience. She is a clear supporter of the USA and of President Donald Trump’s current policies, even when they are unusual and controversial. Trump has criticised Venezuela’s socialist policies and has also taken action against boats off the Venezuelan coast, claiming they carry drugs whose profits are used to support terrorists and the country’s regime.
Trump speaks highly of Machado, certainly now after she won the Nobel Peace Prize — which he himself had said earlier that he ought to win — and the gossip goes that she called Trump to say that she won the prize for him. He has this week had great success in contributing to peace between Israel and Hamas in Gaza. At the formal peace-signing meeting in Egypt on Monday this week, hosted by President Trump and attended by invited world leaders, Pakistan’s PM Shehbaz Sharif was one of them. If Trump does more for peace, such as help broker an end to Russia’s war in Ukraine, then his chances should grow for his candidacy for the Nobel Peace Prize in the future. But on the other side of the scale, there are negative issues against him, since the prize statutes say that the winner should have worked for broader cooperation in the world, for multilateralism, inclusiveness, and other things of the kind. In the meantime, he can go for other prizes, as Machado did, receiving many before winning this year’s Nobel Peace Prize.
Let me stress today that this year’s prize went to a right-winger opposing the left-wing rulers of Venezuela. Earlier, it was left-wingers who almost always had a monopoly on peace agendas. Perhaps we should get used to the new time we live in, where the old leftist truth is not necessarily going to last. This year, Machado could win the prize holding right-wing, maybe even ultra-right-wing views and ideas, agreeing with populists like Trump. It seems no longer important to be politically and socially correct. I must admit I am sceptical of these new trends. However, if the new and more blunt ways of talking and acting produce positive results, for example, in the case of the failed and costly development aid paradigm with underperforming UN agencies, then many of us may become more open to some of the new ways. The Norwegian Nobel Committee has contributed to this new era and to reconsidering our ideas about left-oriented political thinking.
But for most of the other Nobel Prizes this year, decided by the Swedish Academy and related high-brow committees, I found them very traditional, even old-fashioned, giving prizes mostly to men who have lived long and done well, no longer needing laurels for their otherwise impressive work or the prize money to support their budgets. But I find the topics of the prizes good enough, notably research on immunology and the overuse of medicines, quantum physics issues, the importance of innovation for economic growth, including AI, and other things. But maybe it would have been timely to question the economic growth model and instead focus on how to reach sustainable and more balanced development.
The Nobel Prize in Literature may contradict what I am saying, because writers take up alternative issues that are of interest to lay and learned, indeed not only the latter. Unfortunately, Lâzio Kraznahorka is said to be a melancholic and intricate writer, but brilliant, I am sure, yet being honoured in a time when the cultural elite and writers also need to encourage positive thinking and new ideas about how we can live better and happier lives together in harmony.
We should challenge the right-wingers in these fields. That would do them good, and it would be good for the rest of us too. Many writers have certainly done well in the past writing simple and positive books, with deep thoughts, entertaining and readable for all. Since the Nobel Prizes are awarded by the Scandinavians, let me mention writers such as Astrid Lindgren, who wrote about Pippi Longstocking and Emil of Lönneberga. Astrid Lindgren never won the Nobel Prize, but she is the most read Swedish writer ever, not Selma Lagerlöf, the great Swedish writer who was the first woman to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1909, or the Norwegian writers Knut Hamsun and Sigrid Undset, winners in 1920 and 1928 respectively, or the recent one, Jon Fosse, who won in 2023. But I should add, Fosse has a positive aura about his work, all written in the minority language version of ‘New Norwegian’, earlier called ‘Rural Norwegian’.
Finally, may I express the hope that this year’s Nobel Peace Prize to Maria Corina Machado will help Venezuela on the way to a more peaceful and equal society, but I hope they don’t go ultra-right when they change, just move away from the current authoritarian rule. Currently, the media says that the people of Venezuela are not much concerned about the honour of the Nobel Peace Prize given to their countrywoman. People have to struggle with their immediate everyday issues.

