Tree cutting in Nara


IF the Sindh wildlife authorities don’t look out, pretty soon the province will be losing another chunk of its natural surroundings. The Nara desert wildlife sanctuary is home to several species of plants and animals, besides being rich in mineral resources. However, the logging mafia, backed by influential local figures, has reportedly taken over parts of the area and is engaged in the indiscriminate cutting down of trees that, besides having medicinal properties, have for years provided shade, shelter and fodder to desert wildlife including some rare species. The land cleared is intended for cultivation and apparently the Nara canal is feeding several water channels, including illegal ones. The extensive tree cutting may also be at the root of the reduced rainfall that the area has been receiving during the monsoons in recent years.

What is surprising is that the trees being cut down form part of a protected area whose flora and fauna the government is expected to preserve under the law. However, the authorities have chosen to disregard the illegal logging and the wholesale elimination of delicate ecosystems. The Nara sanctuary is not the only area to have suffered on this count. Despite the existence of forest laws, trees are being lopped off all over the country with disastrous consequences as Pakistan’s forest cover shrinks year after year. Besides strict implementation of the law, there is also the need to educate local communities about the importance of trees and the consequences of their destruction. The reality is that human pressure on natural resources will continue to grow. Unless faithfully enforced, no number of rules is going to stop environmental degradation. And while protests of the sort witnessed recently in Islamabad against the imminent destruction of a banyan tree might be welcome, much more needs to be done to create environmental awareness among ordinary citizens.
