Need for coastal uplift projects stressed
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A satellite image presented at the seminar showing the extensive creek system, comprising 17 major creeks that crisscross the Indus delta, from the Sir creek in the east to the Korangi creek in the west, with a depleting mangrove cover. – File Photo
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KARACHI, May 14: Experts at a workshop on Saturday stressed the need for launching a massive awareness campaign among all stakeholders about the importance of the coastal zone so that they could join hands and use their natural resources in a sustainable manner.
Speaking at a three-day international workshop on Integrated Coastal Management Planning for Pakistan organised jointly by the National Commission for Unesco and the National Institute of Oceanography, they urged the stakeholders — the government, NGOs, coastal communities, etc — to join hands to protect the coastal zone and also to develop it on a sustainable basis as it was a mammoth job that could not be done by any single body.They said that the country has nearly 990-kilometre-long coast and it had three kinds of problems.

A group of scientists that discussed the issues relating to the Makran coast said that the largest portion of the coast — almost 770 kilomtres — was in Balochistan and its major threats included occurrence of earthquake, tsunami, cyclone or some
effect on its coral reefs and some navigational issues owing to temporary emergence of new islands.

They suggested that some sort of an early-warning system be deployed so coastal communities could know about emerging threats.

They suggested forestation along the coast to counter the issue of erosion. Expressing concern over the security situation, they suggested that the law and order situation be improved.

The group discussed the issues relating to the Sindh coast — roughly 220 kilometres — and said that while the coast along the city was heavily polluted the Indus delta was shrinking owing to less supplies of freshwater and mindless cutting of
mangroves. Seawater intrusion was also a big issue that had affected subsoil water as well as agricultural fields.

Earlier, a former Sindh environment secretary who is currently working with the Sindh Coastal Development Authority, Shams-ul-Haq Memon, said that mangrove trees and oil palms were being planted and currently healthcare facilities had also been extended to the island communities by boat.

Dr Shahid Amjad said that at least 10 million acre feet of freshwater supply was required for the healthy survival of the Indus delta, which currently was not being provided regularly.

He suggested that if traditional wisdom and scientific knowledge was combined, the results could be achieved sooner and more easily.

He also suggested that the banned small-mesh nets should not be used for fishing as juvenile fish were caught and fish stock as a whole was affected and subsequently the economy of the fishermen also suffered.

Balochistan Coastal Development Authority chief Akber Lashari said that the Balochistan coast had many beautiful sites, including the scenic beach at Kund Malir, natural sculptures at Rasmalan, Hingol National Park, which could be developed for tourists.

Dr Rashid Tabrez said that owing to the movement of continental plates near the Makran coast, energy and gasses were released and small islands emerged for a short time and then submerged as had happened at least twice in the past couple of decades near the mouth of the Hingol River.

He suggested that studies be done, since hydrocarbon or some other resources could be found there.

Paras Siddiqui, Nuzhat Khan, Pervez Asghar, Rasool Bux Bhutto and others also spoke in the morning session after which groups were formed that discussed and identified issues relating to the Makran and Sindh coasts.

Besides a large number of local scientists, experts from China, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Turkey, Lebanon, the United Kingdom also participated in the workshop that was conducted by Dr Hina Baig.

The scientists are scheduled to go on a cruise to the Indus delta as well as Balochistan waters on Sunday morning to witness environmental degradation.

