Main routes of migratory birds
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LAHORE - Migratory birds, a probable carrier of avian flu virus, arrive and depart Pakistan by using four main routes from Siberia. 
Though the birds invade Pakistan from four significant routes, the Indus River remain the main bird migratory flyway. The birds arrive at the start of winter and spend the entire season in Pakistan. 
First route is from Rajistan desert and extreme southeast corner of lower Sindh. Second invasion route lies in extreme southwest corner through Makran from Southern Iran. Third invasion route is along outer Himalayas foothills in North from China. Fourth route is from higher mountain ranges extending from North to South from Chitral through NWFP via Saf-Koh, Waziristan and down into Balochistan.
Though the birds invade Pakistan through these four major routes, they remain close to the Indus River System. They arrive Pakistan at the advent of winter and leave the country at the end of the season, using the same route. 
In Pakistan and elsewhere, the migratory birds remain close to the lakes so that they could easily get food and fresh water. 
The migratory birds leave Siberia to avoid harsh weather conditions and due to scarcity of food and water at the peak of winter. The weather conditions in Pakistan and neighbouring countries suit them and they spend the winter season over there. They remain close to the watercourses due to availability of water and food in abundance. They start leaving when the temperature start rising, food and water are drying up. 
According to Roberts T J, about 30 percent of the migratory birds are of species that visit the country as long distant migrants from Antarctica while 43 per cent of them are those who come to Pakistan only for breeding. 28 percent of the total birds’ species are regular winter visitors to Pakistan. 
Total numbers of birds species known to occur in Pakistan are 660, out of them 36.6 per cent are Oriental (breeding) and 63.4 per cent are Palearctic (non breeding). 
